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PR EFAC E+ 


N my Difcourfe on the Education 
of the Dauphin, I have faid, that, 
if a free nation have a right to de- 
mand a public account from the dif- 
ferent branches of the adminiftration, 
the information it may require on fo 
interefting a fubje& as the education 
of the prince by whom it is one day 
to be governed, ought by no means 
to be withheld. This confideration 
led me to propofe, 1. That the plan 
of his education fhould be printed 
and made public. 2. That the go 
vernor, from the moment the prince 
was entrulted to lis care, fhould write 
a Journal of the Education of the 


* This preface was fent to the prefs a fort~ 
night previous to the King’s flipht, and as it was 
then ready to be printed off, no alteration was 
made init. The Editor hasemerely added this 
note. 
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Dauphin, to be printed and publifhed 
monthly; and that this Journal fhould 
give an account of the fubjects chofen 
for reading, the progrefs of the Dau- 
phin in his ftudies and bodily exer- 
cifes, the increafe of his phyfical 
powers, the extracts made for kim, 
together with the critical and moral 
reflections of his tutors. This is what 
¥ demanded for the public; and I 
farther defired that the governor 
fhould write a private Journal, not 
to be printed, but to be read only by 
his pupil, and by the King and the 

vueen; and, when the education 
fhould be finifhed, to be depofited 
in the charge of a tribunal appointed 
for that purpofe. In my Dilcourfe 
I have éxpatiated largely on the ad- 
vantages that would accrue from this 
method; but as the plan is altogether 
new, it has been afflerted by fome to 
be abfolutely smpraflicable. Hereafter 
it will be reflected upon and examin- 
ed; many citizens will undoubtedly 
adopt as much of it as is applicable 


to the education of perfons in private 
life, 


PREFAC EK. Wik 


life*, and it will at laft be found 
that the idea is equally fimple and 
ufeful. When I fuggefted the idea 
of a private Fournal, | had kept one 
myfelf: the one which I withed 
might We made in the education of 
the Dauphin, I did not propofe 
fhould be publifhed, but I now 
publifh, mine. Meanwhile I confeds 
that a work of this nature ought not 
to appear in print, unlefs there are 


* For example, the private Fournal, siving art 
account of the good and bad actions of the pu- 
pu, with the governor’s remarks: a journal 
written folely for the pupi] and his father and 
mother, and ‘which ought to be read by him 
every day. In the Difcourfe above mentioned, 
I have exprefled my fifrprife that an idea fo 
fimple fhould be wholly new. Men always de- 
mand from an agent or fteward a full and minute 
account; and a father has never yet required 
from the tutor he has chofen a fimilar daily ac- 
count, from which he might obtain a knowledge 
of the character, genius, faults, virtues and na- 
tural inclinations of his children, together with 
the, manner of thinking and acting of the gover- 
nor: for verbal accounts are always vague, in= 
accurate, and fuperficial, paict neue, and 
{carcely impart a few obfcure notions on fubjects 
with which it is of importagce to be intimately 
acquainted, 
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very ftrong reafons for it, and that 
many inconveniences would refult 
from writing it with this view: not 
that J think it poflible for a preceptor, 
even in this cafe, to violate the truth, 
for this would be fufpeQing him of 
the defign of corrupting his pupil, 
and degrading his own character in 
his eyes; not that I believe a child 
properly educated, and confequently 
watched over with extreme vigilance, 
capable of committing faults fo great 
that we fhould blufh to publith them ; 
but becaufe the work being intended 
for the public eye, would lay the go- 
vernor under reftraint, would induce 
him to fupprefs many .neceffary de- 
tails, would prevent him from faying 
the whole truth, though he might 
avoid dire&t falfehood, would give 
‘him atone more fuited to the tafte 
of the public, than calculated to work 
upon the feelings and conviction of 
his pupil, as he would write with 
more care and coryectnefs, and ‘of 
confequence with lefs fimplicity and 
energy ;tofetoff his pupiltoadvantage, 

he 
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he would be more diffufe on his good 
actions than on his faults; elegance 
of ftyle and a thoufaag trifles of pure 
convention would occupy too much 
of his attention; in fine, he would 
{peak like an author, whereas the 
pure and fimple language of a father 
and a friend, fevere and affectionate 
by turns, is alone capable of making 
a deep impréffion on the heart of a 
child. It was in this manner I wrote 
the annexed Journal. I was certainly 
far from fuppofing that it would ever 
fee the light, and of this no one who 
reads it can doubt. 1 ought however 
to fay, that from the 2d of April 
1790, a confufed idea prefented itfelf 
that I might one day be obliged to 
produce this irrefragable proof of the 
purity of my intentions and con- 
dud: but to this fort of demonftra- 
tion I felt the utmoft repugnance, 
nor did I refolve upon it till toward 
the clofe of March laft, the cruel pe~ 
riod which gave me fo much uneafi- 
nefs. The truth thene is, that for 
about a year only I wrote this Jour- 

As nak 
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nal with the vague idea that on fome 
future day I might pofhibly publith 
it; but it was rather a prefentiment 
than a defign; and had it even been 
a fixed refolution, I could not have 
changed the tone to which | had for 
fo many years accuftomed myfelf 
with my pupils, I could not have 
Yaid afide the pleafing habit of fpeak- 
ing to them from the real feelings of 
my heart, and I could have added 
nothing to the principles which I had 
already given them. 

Perfecuted for two Years in a 
manner that is without example, I 
have but one fute way of confound- 
ing the malice of my enemies and 
refuting their abfurd calumnies; that 
of prefenting the public with a faith- 
ful picture of my conduG. During 
the reign of defpotifm, error, and 
prejudice, I was entrufted with the 
education of three princes of the 
blood royal: it will be feen what 
principles I at that time inculcated 
on them, and of confequence,. whe- 
ther the fentiments I now profefg 

originate 
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originate from a {pirit of party, and 
a defire of pleafing the multitude. 
Compelled to juftfy myfelf from 
numerous accufations, vague It 1s 
true, bug highly injurious, which 
have been diffeminated with confi- 
derable artifice, 1 cannot but pro- 
duce every thing that is calculated 
to accomplifh the end I have in view. 
At the conclufion of this volume 
will be found a concife relation of a 
few of the troubles that for the laft 
eighteen months | have experienced. 
I fhall exfibit only facts fupported 
by indifputable proofs: meanwhile, 
1 will not fay all that it is in my 
power to fay ; but will publith mere- 
ly what is neceflary to my own jul- 
tification, and will fpeak ‘only of 
things to which my pupils were 
witnefles, or of which MI. d’Orleans 
himfelf thought proper to inform 
me. ‘lhe Journal from which the 
annexed Lefllons are taken forms a 
very large bound volume; all the. 
pages af which are numbered, and 
tollow cach other without any break- 

A 6 It 
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It is all in my own hand-writing, 
and contains the original fignatures 
of my pupils. his work I have 
depofited with a notary *, who will 
fhew it to any preceptort that withes 
to compare it with the printed vo- 
Jume ; this may eafily be done, as all 
the paflages extracted are marked in 
the margin with perpendicular linest. 
I publith only fragments of this work, 
becaufe it was impoffible to prefent 
to the public a multitude of re- 
primands relating merely to the 
children’s ftudies, and an infinity of 
minute details, leffons on politencfs, 
the forms of fociety, &c. &c. I 
have felected, however, a few paf- 
fages of this nature, to give an idea 
of the vigilance and {crupulous at- 


* M. Gabion, Notary, Rue de Richelieu, 
No. 39. 

+ I have only excepted certain perfons, whofe 
names I have given, who could with to fee the 
manufcript for no other purpofe but to tear out 
the leaves. 

¢ Thefe lines I avas obliged to make as a 
guide to the copyift. 
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tention with which I watched over 
the children entrufted to my care. 
Thanks to the hafipy difpofition of 
my pupils, I have never experienced 
the chagrin of writing an account in 
this Journal of one action truly vi- 
cious; their faults have been fuch 
only as are common to all children, 
however well born: meanwhile, I 
have inferted in the printed frag- 
ments every thing I had to allege 
againft them, at leaft all their ferious 
faults, that | might be able to affert 
with truths that not a fingle thing of 
this kind has been fupprefled. It 
will be thought that- I have frequent- 
ly reproved them with extreme fe- 
verity, and that I have {fcmetimes 
afixed too much importance to tri- 
vial errors: but my defign was, to 
fhew them that the {malleft faults 
may have ferious confequences; and 
the truly maternal affection I felt for 
them exaggerated thefe confequences 
in my eyes. I have fometimes writ- 
ten under very painful feelings, and 
my vexation has communicated itfelf 

to 
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to my reproofs; but thefe reproofs, 
even when [ was leaft on my guard, 
all came from thé heart; and as my 
pupils were fure that they were not 
dictated by pedantry or capsice, they 
always produced the effect I defired. 
The reader muft not be aftonifhed 
to find the ftyle of this work ex- 
tremely negligent, and frequently 
very imcorrect, fince it was each 
day written with rapidity, and in 
hafte, and was not intended for the 
prefs. I might have made fome 
corrections in this refpect, faithfully 
preferving the fenfe, and pointing 
out the alterations in notes: but this 
would have delayed its publication ; 
and I was defirous it fhould appear 
as foon as pofhile. I can thus with 
truth affert, that t}.ae fragments have 
been copied with fcrupulous exaét- 
nefs from my manuicript Journal, 
without my having altered a fingle 
word. 

Even my enemies are forced to 
confefs, what indeed twelve years fee 
clufion from the world will not per- 

4. mit 
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mit them to deny, that I have de- 
voted myfelf entirely to my pupils, 
and that they have’ derived from my 
cares inftruction and talents. Thefe 
are fact8 of which my pupils are 
themfelves the proofs. It is farther 
confeffed, that they havereceived from 
me found principles of religion and 
morality. . My happy fuccefs in the 
education of the firft pupils that na- 
ture cominitted to my charge, the 
irreproachable conduct and fevere 
manners of M. de Chartres, and 
the works I have at different times 
publifhed, rendered it impoffible to 
refufe me this juftice. What more 
honourable or more glorious tefti- 
mony can a preceptor defirg? And 
ought he not to be fatished when his 
moft cruel enemies cannot withhold 
this? Yet, while they confefs thefe 
truths, they affert that I have been 
guilty of very hemous faults. What 
are thefe faults? They are as fol- 
low * 

x. It 


* | fhall only mention, as may be fuppofed, 
the reports that have been propagated, and 
tThade 
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1. It has been imputed to me, ‘hat 
I have given my pupils a love of ihe 
new confiitution, Their love was vo- 
luntary, becaufe the education they 
received taught them to pity.the op- 
preffed people; to deteft arbitrary 
power, and all the abufes of the old 
form of government; to defpife 
oftentation and empty diftinétions 
not founded on perfonal merit; and 
Jaftly, to hold facred and invio- 
lable every engagement, public or 
private, and confequently a folemn 
oath pronounced in the face of a 
whole nation. Befide, their refpedct 
for the King could not fail to 
{trengthen their love for the confli- 


made the subject of common difcourfe in a 
certain clafs of fociety, without noticing the 
filly and ndiculous calummies publifhed inthe 
hibellous paper of M. Gautier and inother Jour- 
nals ofa fimilar kind. If they dared print at 
Jength the furnames of thofe whom they cowardly 
and impudently attack, inftead of pointing them 
out by initials, by chriftian names, or names 
of their own invention, they might be brought 
to juftice, and pumfhed as villains and Irbellers : 
but certainly no perfon will fo far degrade pim- 
felf as to think it neceflary to refute fuch writ- 
INZSe ; 
tuuion 
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tution of which he avowed himfelf 
the head. Itis true they have heard it 
faid, by fome enemieg of the revolu- 
tion, that the King did not confider 
his oath as binding, becaufe neceflity 
compelled him to take it. But can 
we afcribe to compulfion the various 
{teps to which the King was prompt- 
ed folely by the fuggeftions of his 
own mind, -that delightful fpeech™ 

which 


* Tn this fpeech, which is full of candour 
and fenfibilty, we find the following paflage : 
* T will defend and maintain that conftitutional 
“ liberty,the principles of which the general wifh 
“ according with my own has rendered facred. 
“] will do more, inconcert with the Queen, 
“ who partakes my fentiments ; I will early pre- 
‘© pare the heart of my fon to purfue that new 
“ order of things which circumftances have pro- 
“ duced. I will habituate him from his chilahood 
“to rejoice at the happinefs of France ; and ever 
“to acknowledge, in defpite of the language of 
& parafites, that a wife conftitution will pielerve 
“him from the dangers of inexperience; and 
“that true liberty adds increafing value to the 
“ fentiments of love and fidelity, of which the 
‘nation, during a fugceffion of ages, has 
« piven its kings fuch affe&ting proofs.".—— 
To doubt the fiucerity of the King, after fuch 
proteftations voluntarily made, would be at 

once 
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which he came of his own accord to 
deliver to the National Aflembly, 
and that energetic letter, in which he 
expreffes in fuch ftrong terms his 
inviolable attachment to the confti- 
tution, and his profound indignation 
againft thofe who wifh to overturn 
it. But fuppof:ag, which thefe facts 
contradict, that the King had not 
acted voluntarily, and that at heart 
he regretted the lofs of arbitrary 
power, would what he has done be 
Jefs obligatory? Certainly net, fince 
he has given his facred promife, and 
the nation has received it. But it is 
faid, if an oath be forced from us; 
if the heart difown tt, the lips pro- 
nounce it in Vain, it zs null. Worrible 
maxim! What would become of: 
fociety, if its laws, though lefs rigid’ 
than thofe of honour, did not repro- 


once to calumniate and infult him, and to accule 
lum of a cowardice and perfidy fo much the more 
inconceivable, as in this and other inftances, in: 
which he acted with fucgh true dignity, nothing 
was required of him, and there was no fort of 
com pulfion, 


bate 
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bate it*? What perjuries might not 
be pardoned, if it were fufficient to 
fay, £ promifed agasnft my will; my 
oath was extorted from me by neceffity, 
or diéiatedk by my regard for the public 
good; I thought I foould prevent by it 
confiderable evils, blood{hed, and murder 3 
and humanity will be an excufe for per= 
jury in my entering into this engagement ? 
If we fuppofe it allowable to commit 
a crime from the hope, or even with 
the certainty of effecting a good, we 
overturn all the fupports of morality ; 
we fubftituge arbitrary inventions for 
eternal principles; circumftances alone 
will determine the merit or the infainy 
of actions; and impofture, revenge, 
and ferocity will often impudently 
claim the recompenfe of virtua Such 
are the ideas I have inftilled into my 


* lt is true that an engagement, figned by a 
manin chains, 3s not valid ; but if, when fet at 
liberty, he does not fulfilit, he difgraces himfelf, 
and the law, the protector of the weak, gives 
him this fhameful privilege on!y when the vio- 
lence ts pofitive, and the’captivity abfolute, only 
when he is confined ina prifon under the guard 


of jailors, 
pupils 5 
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pupils; and in their eyes nothing 
can alter the nature of a vice. In- 
fiead of extollmg to them in the 
page of hiftory thofe crimes produc 
tive of benefits, thofe {plendid actions 
which juflice and humanity re- 
probate, it was my endeavour to 
preferve them from this fuperititious 
reipect, founded on prejudices, more 
dangerous and abfurd than that which 
elevated rank and an illuftrious name 
infpiree I never wifhed them to 
admire Horatius murdering his fifter, 
Brutus affaffinating Cefar. Timoleon 
laying his brother, and all thofe 
monftrous excefles, induced by great 
motives, but not on that account lefs 
execrable crimes. In fine, 1 did not 
think it neceflary to fow the feeds cf 
ferocioufnefsintheir minds, in orderto 
inf{pire them with elevated fentiments; 
for, in my opinion, truc grandeur is 
infeparable from virtue, that is, from 
the happy affemblage of good faith, 
juftice, and humanity. Thus, in read- 
ing the hiftory of France, I remarked 
to my pupils that pofterity, the equita- 

ble 
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ble judge of the characters of princes, 
places in the lift of our good kings 
a weak, unfortunatgé monarch, of 
flender abilities, but who was diftin- 
guifhed fgr his reétitude and fince- 
rity *; while it has branded with 
eternal opprobrium the {plendid name 
of the Reftorer of Letters, becaufe 
he was intolerant, becaufe he lighted 
up the fire ef perfecution, and broke 
a treaty which he had {worn to ob- 
ferve; yet this treaty (the treaty of 
Madrid) was concluded in a prifon. 
Francis the Firft experienced all the 
horrors of clofe captivity ; to eman- 
cipate himfelf from his chains, he 
figned an engagement which his 
heart difavowed. By this deceitful 
and cowardly action he regained his 
liberty, but for ever forfeited his ho- 
nour; he ceafed to be an honeft man, 


* King John. It was he who faid, that 7f 
truth were banifhed from the earth, it ought ta 
be found in the mouth of kings * a royal prero~ 
gative that would certainly not be lefs noble 
nae any of thofe which pride arrogates tp 
itielf, 


and 
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and was no longer reckoned in the 
number of our great kings. Having 
been taught fuck principles and reflec- 
tions, is it poffible for my pupils to be- 
hieve that the monarch, after folemnly 
{wearing to maintain the new laws, 
can be their fecret enemy? The 
probity, character, and behaviour of 
the King, all ferve to warrant his 
fincerity.—AbftraGting from indivi- 
dual opinions, let us confider fur a 
moment what was the beft and wifeft 
conduct tobeadopted bythe {pe¢tators 
of the revolution, that 1s, by perfons 
whofe age orcondition took from them 
the right of co-operating init. Ought 
they to have declared themfelves ad- 
verfe to the general opinion of the 
whole nation, approved by its king? 
There were no means of dire& and 
open oppolition; there was nothing 
left but the vile refources of con{pi- 
racy and intrigue. An exterior fubmil- 
fion was indifpenfable; men were 
obliged, however unwilling, to bear 
the fymbols and the colour of li- 
berty: while they plotted to defeat 

the 
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the nation, they muft appear to arm 
im its favour; while they inveighed 
apainft the conftitutfon in private 
parties, they muft publicly {wear to 
refpect ‘and to defend it; they muft 
do this, or they muft fly to foreign 
climes, and abandon their country in 
the moment of danger. This was 
the only alternative ; treachery and 
perjury on the one hand, and defer- 
tion on the other*! This was the 
only alternative, unlefs a third fy{- 
tem were adopted, confiftent with 
integrity, undebafed by falfehood and 
intrigue, the method of honefttly 
yielding to the general will, of obey- 
ing the laws, of fubmitting to the 
declared inclinations of the King, 
and of faying——Since Iam forced to take 
an oath, fince I yield to this obligation, 
I will be faithful to it, Such, I ven- 


* Women in this cafe are infinitely lels 
culpable. Of-them no oath is required, no 
mark of patriotifm; they may be ariftocrats 
without impofkure, and without perfidy. 


ture 
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ture to believe, would have been the 
conduct of my pupils, even if per- 
fonal intereft and the imbecility of 
vanity had induced them to hate the 
revolution, becaufe fuch condu& 
alone could accord with franknefs and 
probity. Confider farther, what were 
the defires, what the projects of the 
anti-patriots—a counter-revolution ? 
But could that be effected without 
bloodfhed? No, certainly no; civil 
war was their fecret. ‘Thus the ene- 
mies of liberty, ftained with perjury, 
enveloped in darknefs aad infince- 
rity, engendering plans of murder, 
have engaged in a faction that acts 
only in the dark, that bears about a 
concealed dagger, that builds its hope 
upon fraud, ambufcade, and decep- 
tion. Oh! if there are any generous 
fouls that have been inveigled into 
the odious path, their error will foon 
be at an end, they will hate ob- 
liquity and talfehood too much not 
quickly to return to the paths of 
honour, they will regain the party 


by 
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by whom oaths are refpected and 
laws are obeyed. But let us refume 
the enumeration of the charges al- 
leged again{t me. 

2.1 am accufed of having excited in 
M. de Chartres the wifb to be admitted 
a member of the fociety of Friends to the 
Con/titution. 1 an{wer, that he was nel- 
ther excited nor advifed to this by me; 
he was no lenger under my authority 
he had juft obtained his liberty, and he 
took the ftep of his own volunta 
motion, and with the confent of his 
father. But I will not deny that I 
was highly pleafed with it, becaufe I 
faw no other way of accuftoming a 
young man to {peak in public, and to 
give him a knowledge of and relifh for 
public bufinefs. Befide, M. de Char- 
tres poflefied a more decided charac- 
ter, fuperior prudence, and [ will 
venture to fay a greater degree of 
knowledge, than are common at his 
age. Iwas fure that he would liften 
with attention to our greateft orators, 
who frequently — in that fociety, 

VOL, Ie and 
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and that he would never fay an in- 
confiderate thing *. 

3. I am reprokched with having 
infpired my pupils with too ffrong an 
attachment to me; the meaning of 
which is, that their hearts are found 
to be too grateful. This ridiculous 
accufation is injurious neither to them 
nor tome. The means by which I 
have gained their affection my Jour- 
nal will declare. There it will be 
feen that no preceptor could be more 
fevere in his treatment of them, or 
could {peak the truth wih greater 


* M. de Chartres has in reality never made 
more than three motions in this fociety. The 
firft in oppofition to a motion which declared the 
feveral branches of the royal family tncapable of 
filling any public ftation. ‘The fecond for giv- 
ing to the Philanthropic Society the produce of a 
collection made fer an unfortunate perfon who 
nad refufed to accept it. The third to expedite 
the deliverance of an unhappy prtfoner, who 
had been unjuftly detained in jail for eighteen 
months. M. de Chartres writes a minute jour- 
nal of all his actions, as well as of every thing 
he hears that is interefting. This journal he 
has fhewn to me, and I have taken from it this 


note. 
4 ftrictnefs 


PREFACE MKVIL 


ftrictnefs and lefs precaution ; there 
it will be feen how ardent was my 
defire that they fhould love every 
perfon who ought to be dear to 
them. 

4. It is faid that Madame d’Or- 
leans had not /uffictent influence in the 
education of her children. When fhe 
entrufted them to my care, fhe, as 
well as M. d’Orleans, did me the ho- 
nour to fay that I fhould be aé/a/ute 
miftrefs of them, and that I fhould 
have the fole difpofal of the perfons 
connected with the education, who 
were to be under my directions. As 
I refufed, in taking this charge upon 
me, to receive moncy or favours of 
any kind, M. and Madame dOr- 
leans thought they owed me this 
{triking proof of their perfe& confi- 
dence. In every thing relative to the 
interior management of the houfe, I 
availed myfelf of this confidence, 
one thing excepted, that of paying 
the expences, which I would never 
take upon myfelf; but in whatever 
related to the children, I never acted 
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without confulting Madame d’Orle- 
ans, and without informing my pu- 
pils that what ] did was in confor- 
mity to her wifhes, and thofe of their 
father. Finally, defirous of giving 
her a perfect knowledge of the cha- 
racter ard turn of mind of her chil- 
dren, I regularly wrote my Journal, 
of which, unfortunately for me, fhe 
has never read more than four or five 
articles. I went faither; I wifhed 
to render Madame d’Orleans ufeful 
in the education of Mademoifelle, 
and I pointed out to her the means: 
fhe affented to my ideas, but did not 
follow them. Meanwhile Madame 
d’Orleans was tenderly interefted in 
every thing that concerned her chil- 
dren ; and when they were fick fhe 
lavifhed on them the moft affection- 
ate attentions, I have feen her ex- 
pofe her health in the difcharge of 
thefe facred duties, and bring upon 
herfelf a dangerous difeafe*; the 
effects of which, always fatal to thofe 


The meafles. 
who 


PREFACE. XX¥i 


hair, dear pledges of a friendfhip fo 
ancient, fo warm, and fo truly mu- 
tual! and I will {fy to myfelf as I 
look at them, Thefe teflimontes of af~ 
fection, thefe letters are bers! But alt 
that I have experienced fur the laft 
eighteen months has proceeded from 
another quarter. 

Such was the conduét of Madame 
@Orleans refpedting me down tothe 
month of October 1789. At that 
period it was totally changed. . , and 
that in a manner not lefs abrupt than 
unaccountable. At the beginning 
of laft winter Madame d’Orleans 
wrote a billet to me, to fignify that 
fhe defired to have Mademoifelle 
with her, without my being prefent, 
three mornings in every week, ex- 
clufively of Sunday. Far from 
ftarting the fmalleft obje€tion to this, 
I voluntarily propofed other arrange- 
ments to afford Madame d’Orlcans 
new opportunities of feeing her 
daughter alone. She alfo defired, 
for the winter feafon, to have M. de 
Beaujollois with her an hour and a 
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ancient, fo warm, and fo truly mu- 
tual! and I will {ay to myfelf as I 
look at them, Thefe teftinonies of af- 
fection, thefe letters are hers! But all 
that I have experienced for the laft 
eighteen months has proceeded from 
another quarter. 

Such was the conduct of Madame 
d’Orleans refpecting me down to the 
month of O&tober 31789. At that 
period it was totally changed. . . and 
that in a manner not lefs abrupt than 
unaccountable. At the beginning 
of laft winter Madame d’Orleans 
wrote a billet to me, to fignify that 
fhe defired to have Mademoifelle 
with her, without my being prefent, 
three mornings in every week, cx- 
clufively of Sunday. Far from 
farting the fmalleft objection to this, 
I voluntarily propofed other arrange- 
ments to afford Madame d'Orleans 
new opportunities of fecing her 
daughter alone. She alto defired, 
for the winter feafon, to have M. de 
Beanjollois with her an hour and a 
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half every morning and an hour 
a half every evening; and though 
thefe three hour, {pent in a fafhion- 
able circle, could not fail extremely 
to derane« the fludies of a child of 
eleven years of age, I was entirely 
filent upon thts inconvenience, and 
farther propofed te Madame d’Or- 
leans a means of feeing him three 
times more every week, which fhe 
accepted. All thefe facts, fupported 
by their vouchers, are given in accu- 
rate detail at the end of this Journal. 
The inference from the whele of 
what I have ftated is, that during 
the time in which I had the entire 
confidence of Madame d’Orleans re- 
latively to her children, that is, for 
a period of eleven years, 1 was con- 
ftantly anxious that fhe fhould live 
with them, that fhe fhould obferve 
their characters, that fhe fhould take 
apart in their education. This fhe 
thought proper to refufe; but no 
fooner had fhe, without any expla- 
nation, withdrawn from me her con- 
fidence and friendfhip, that is, for 

the 
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who are not in early youth, have 
evidently injured her conftitution. 
Fondly attached to all her children, 
and the eternal obje&t of their gra- 
titude and affection, fhe would have 
done for each of them, what fhe did 
for the child we have loft *. That 
fhe would neither concern herfelf nor 
interfere with their education, was 
becaufe fhe trufted wholly in me, 
and thought that as I had greater 
experience my cares would be more 
advantageous to them. ‘The confi- 
dence the repofed in me was fo com- 
plete, that fhe never afked me a {ingle 
queftion refpecting their ftudies, or 
their proficiency. At Paris fhe came 
to fee me every day, and always at 
thofe times when I was alone in my 
apartment, that 1 might attribute 
thefe vifits folely to the friendthip 
with which fhe honoured me, and 
not to the defire of {pending an hour 
with her children. When we went 


* The twin fitter of Mademoifelle d’Orleans,. 
who died at the age of four years of the meafles. 
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into the country, [ urged her to ac- 
company and ftay with us, that fhe 
might be acquainted with our inte- 
rior arrangements, and follow the 
plan of our ftudies; but fhe came 
only at our dinner and walking 
hours, and during the whole twelve 
years never refided with us except 
three or four times when we were 
performing plays, as our ftudies were 
then fufpended, and I could {pend 
with her the greater part of the day. 
Thefe are all facts, of which nume- 
rous witneffes exift. In fine, during 
the whole of this period fhe beflowed 
upon me the moft affeCting marks of 
confidence and friendfhip; and a 
multitude of letters, which I care- 
fully preferve, demonitrate how ten- 
der, delicate, and I will even fay ex- 
alted this fentiment was, and how 
happy fhe felt (1 ufe her cwn words) 
that her children were in my hands, 
Yes, thefe letters will I ever preferve, 
which fpeak to me only of affecizon 
and acknowledzment, as well as the 
Lyphers, the portraits, the locks of 
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the lait eighteen months, than fhe 
abruptly determined to take from 
me the authority fhe*had conferred, 
than, without confulting me, fhe de- 
ranged and curtailed the ftudies of 
Mademoileile and M. de Beaujollois, 
than fhe exprefled her defire to fee 
Mademoifelle four times aweek with= 
out my being prefent. All this 
took place from the vc1y commence- 
ment of winter to the moment M. 
@Orleans left Paris, and I entered 
into no expoftulation. If Madame 
d’Orleans for a period of eleven 
years had no influence in the edu- 
cation of her children, it was her 
own choice: when fhe defired to 
difpofe of their time, I was fo far 
from contefting the point, that I co-~ 
operated with and affifted her in dif- 
poling without injury of more of 
their time. 

There is one thing refpecting 
which it remains for me to juftify 
mytfelf, which indeed my enemies 
have never objected to me, but of 
which my friends, who were wit- 
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neffes to the fufferings of my mind, 
frequently complained ; that I did not 
refign my employment more than a 
year ago. My reafon for this pro- 
craftination will be found in this vo- 
lume, immediately after the extracts 
from the Journal of Education. A 
citizen, and particularly the citizen of 
a free f{tate, when he offers his jufti- 
fication to the public, has a right to 
be heard. The public alcne is that 
auguft tribunal that can punifh a 
thoufand calumnies to which virtue 
is expofed, and which the laws can- 
not reach: to the fentence of that 
tribunal all men are obliged to 
liften; it is fucceeded by the brand 
of infamy or the laurel of honour; 
but the extent and importance of this 
function render it doubly incum- 
bent upon the public to give a can- 
did hearing to every appellant ; the 
meaneft individual may without ar- 
rogance prefent itfelf at that bar, 
and claim a juftice that is the off- 
{pring of inconteftible facts and de- 
monitrable evidence. If I had only 
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myfelf to juftify, I might have been 
filent; but I owe a firm vindication to 
the virtues of my pupils; the preju- 
dices that have been excited againft 
me might, were I filent, refle& upon 
them. If I for twelve years have 
been entirely devoted to them, if I 
have been to them a fource of know- 
ledge, truth, and virtue, in all their 
branches, it will then follow that 
their gratitude to me has been 
coincident with and the offspring of 
rectitude. It is this gratitude, it is 
this their unalterable attachment that 
it is my duty to juftify. Nor is this 
the only advantage that may refult 
from the prefent publication : I flat- 
ter myfelf that it will not be ufelefs 
to parents and preceptors ; [ will vere 
ture to afirmthat no young perfoncan 
read it without pleafure and without 
improvement, efpecially if he be fut- 
ficiently reminded that it is not a 
work of imagination, but a hiftory 
of fa&ts. The fecond volume will 
be found to contain more variety, 
and anecdotes more amulfing ; but 

that 
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that is the depofitcry of educational 

Secrets ; it is not adapted to the per- 
ufal of children, but will be found 
ufeful to their inftructors. 
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Livny, Saturday, 5 cluigufl 1786. 
I HAVE no faulr, my child -, to find 
with you to day. You have becn uni- 
foimly gentle, diligent, and truly amiable. 
You {poke very well this evening upon the 
piece of Don Juan; vou vbiervations were 
judicious and proper. [cis very pleafing to 
me to hear you tdk with fuch penetration 
and good taite.—I 1eminded you at table of 
fomething which you fatd without conf- 
deration, and you difcoverea no ill humour. 
In general yvur faults are thefe: You thew 
too much heedleffhefs and indolence ; you 


* M, de Chartres, 
VOL. I. B do 
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do not reflect fufficiently , with people of 
whom you know but little, you are too cold 
and referved ; and, on the contrary, where 
you are acquainted and can be at your eafe, 
you are frequently too loquacious; and, 
laftly, you do not liflen enough to what is 
faid by others. You ought to be re- 
minded of thefe faults, and fhould accuftom 
yourfelf to overcome them whenever it is 
neceflary: 1f you fincerely defire it, you 
will always fucceed. Hlabituate yourfelf in 
like manner to ftudy and underftand the 
characters of thofe with whom you live: in 
our converfations you will communicate to 
me what remarks you may make, and J 
will give you my fentuments. You fhould 
further habituate yourfelf never to exag- 
gerate any thing, but to reprefent whatever 
you may have feen with the moft rigid 
truth. Unlefs this be your character, you 
will nevcr be amiable and deferving of 
efteem. 
Sunday, 6 Auguft 1786. 
A GooD day in all refpects. ... Obferve 
however that jefts and particular expreffions 
are 
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are never worth repeating. You were too 
tedious, for inftance, in the yefts you be- 
{towed upon my painting. eA little raillery, 
when it is concife and well timed, may be 
pleafant enough ; but if dwelt upon too 
long, it becomes infipid and troublefome.— 
In your walk you told M‘*~« that he was 
foity-fix years old. He does not deny his 
ape; but as he is no longer young, there is 
no neceffity of reminding him of 1, parti- 
cularly in the way of banter; which, in this 
cafe, cannot fail to be difagreeable. We 
fhould never play our jefts on the age of 
people advanced beyond the meridian ot 
ite. I will add to thefe hints, a tone of 
converfation fomewhat too lofty, and I have 
nothing more to fay: in every thing elfe 
my dear child has been good, affiduous 
and very amiable. 

J have advifed you to apply yourfelf to the 
ftudy of the characters of thofe about you ; 
but I except the Abbé Guyot and M. Le- 
brun ; becaufe, as they are appointed to be 
your tutors, you fhould take it for granted 
that they poffefs every effential virtue and the 
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molt eftimable charaGers ; and becaufe, 
fuppofing them to have a few trivial faults, 
fiiendthip and- gratitude will permit you 
neither to criticife nor to notice them. 
Fitend{hip alone may be allowed to be clear 
fiehted ; but we ought to conceal from 
others the smperfections of cur friends, 
though at is defirable to know them. This 
1.1] not apply to thofe to whom we owe the 
urmoft refpect, gratitude and rendernefs ; 
as a father, o1 a mother, and next to thefe 
a preceptor. We ought to be biind ro their 
filings, if they have any, and endeavour 
only to feel the value of their good qualities; 
tor, fince itis incumbent on us to efteem and 
love them, we fhould avoid the obfervation 
of whatever nughte rend in the tmalleft de- 
gree to weaken thefe fenuments. | need not 
tell you that, of all inftances, this duty is 
inoit 1:gorous and facred towards a parent. 
In excepung M. Lebrun and the Abbé *, I 
have ou motive of perfonal intereft ; for as 


* | have never read a fingle article of this journal 
either to M. Lebrun or the Abbé Guyot, 
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fo my own character, you may reflect upon 
and ftudy ic as much as you pleafe. Noa 
one but myfelf can give you thisnight: IT 
give it freely, Upon condition that you tele 
me ingenuoufly what are your thoughts, 
and in my turn I will inform you with equal 
fincerity whether you are right in your 
judgment, or whether you deceive yourfelf. 
But I muft firft intieat you to contider for 
two or three days how a character ought to 
be ftudied; and you will then writc down 
your reflections under the following title : 
What method it is proper to adopt in fludying 
the charafters of men. Good night, my 
dear child. I love you to diftraction, 





Monday, 7 Augufl 1736 
ALN excellent day. Ihave only obfeived 
fome little banterings too often repeated, 
and continued for too Icng a time. 


eee 





Taefday, 8 Auguft 1786. 

VERY well as to your ftudies, very well 
as to every thing in vour intercourfe with 
B 3 me. 


6 Leffons of a Goverunefs 


me. But I have a heavy complaint againft 
you, which very much afflicts me. Yefter- 
day we left the Duchefs d’Oileans in a very 
dejected ftate, and with a flight fever; and 
during tne whole morning it never occur- 
red to you to fend a man on horfeback 
to enquire about her health. 1 at Jaft told 
you, as well as your biother and mademoi- 
felle, that you fhould have thought of this, 
and that it was proper to fend and write, as 
{ have accuitomed you to do ever fince I 
was connected with you ™. JI confider it as 
my firft and moft pleafing duty continually 
to remind yuu of the happinefs you enjoy 
in being the fon of the moft affeclionate 
mother and the beft of fathers. J know 
you love them; but you do not fufhciently 
evince it. It frequently happens, when 
the Duke d’Orleans arrives, that you forget 
to bid him good morrow, or you go to 
him with an.air of indolence that is afto- 


* M. de Chartres was eight years old when he was 
committed to my care; M. de Montpenfier fix and a 
f2w months ; M. de Beaujolois three years, and Made. 
moifelle eleven months. 
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nifhing ; and when the Duchefs is indi- 
pofed, you make no enquiries as to her 
health, and fcarcely know whether fhe is 
better or worfe. If fhe were dangeioufly 
i], I am fire you would be frantic ; and 
ought you not, the moment fhe ts in pain, 
to feel the moft tende: intereft in her fitua- 
tion? Ifyou reflc&ted more frequently on 
her love, her kindnefs, and the charming 
attentions fhe bettows upon jou, you would 
certainly be Icfs unmiodful of her. I in- 
treat you to think feroufly upon all this. 
Who can ever depend for en inftant on 
your fiiendfhip, if you do not feel the 
{trongeft emotions of tendeinefs towards 
fuch a father and mother? You have this 
tendernefs, I am convinced ; but then take 
care that you fhew it, and let us have 
no more of thofe difgraceful inattentions 
and neglects, which are abfolutely inex- 
cufable 

YES- 


Thofe who are acquainted with the minds of 
children, will not be furprifed at what I have written. 
In {pate of the beft difpofition, the levity, peculiar to 
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Paris, Tucfday, 10 Augufl 1786. 
YESTERDAY I gave you a letter to 
read which I laid written to Mademoifclle 
Wonnon *, 1equefting that the would with- 
draw beifclf from the fervice of Mademoi- 
felle de Cha'tres. You feemed to feel that 
the letter was reafonable and kind, and 
that the conduct of Monfeigneur and Ma- 
dame towards this young perfon was ex- 
tremely noble. Her faults were apparent to 
you, particularly that low and fhocking 
vice, the confequence of a bad education, 
waich led her fo frequently to tell a falfe. 
hood ; and you readily perceived the pro- 
priety of feparating her from your fitter: 
but ] remarked with pleafure that your hu- 
mane heart partook of the fufferings which 
you fuopofed her to feel. She beftowed the 
utmo.t care upon you in your earlieft in- 


this age, renders all children, without exception, hable 
to thefe kind of ncgleCts towards perfons of whom they 
are moft fond, when they do not fee them every day. 


* Femme de chambre of Mademoiftile d’Orleans. 
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fancy, and you ought never to forget her 
It is your duty to intereft yourfelf in her 
Jot, to treat her with friendfhip whenever 
you fee her, anc, as foon as you are your 
own mafter, to confer upon her, upon 
Prieur *, and every one concerned in the 
care of your infancy, fome acts of kindnefs, 
obferving at the fame time the neceffary 
diftinctions between their re{pective cha- 
racters, and the nature and duration of their 
fervices. Monfeigneur -- and Madame, in 
the benefits and penfions they confer on 
the perfons concerned in your education, 
do and will recompenfe the cares of which 
you are the object ;.but this -recampeufe, 
however generous it may be,. fo far from 


* Formerly firft valet de chambre to the princes. 

+ Madenioilelle Nonnon died about two years agos 
When fhe quitted Mademoifclle d’Orleans, to whom 
fhe was femme de chambre, I obtained for her of M. 
d’Orleans a gratuity of fixty' louis, and an annuity for 
life of two thoufand francs. Since her death, M, de 
Chartres and M. de Montpenfier Lave enquired into 
the circymftancea of her family ; aud Anding that fhe 
had a father poor and infirm, they have fettled on him 
& penfion of fix hundred livres. 
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acquitting you of individual gratitude, ts 
un example which their virtue fets before 
you, and which ought to increafe your de- 
fire of difcharging the obligation perfonally 
whenever it fhail be in your power. Ie 1s 
time, my child, that you fhould confider in 
‘what manner you ought one day to repay 
thefe vatious debts, which are facred to a 
generous and grateful heart. I have faid 
this to you a thoufand times; but fince you 
are pleafed with this journal, and are fond 
of perufing it, I will here enumerate rhe 
duties that are incumbent upon you in this 
refpectt.—-To all who bear the name of 
Rochambault you owe particular proofs of 
‘attachment: to Madame Defrois * friend- 
fhip and good offices; and you cannot ferve 
her more effentially than by protecting her 
fon-in-law, who 1s befide a very deferving 
obje&. When you are your own matter, 


* The late Marchionefs of Rochambault was go- 
vernefs to M. de Chartres and M. de Montpenfier from 
their infancy till they were five years of age ;‘and Ma- 
dame Defrois was, during the fame period, fub-gover- 
nefs. 

you 
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you will enquire into the fituation of Preur 
and of Nonnon ; and if any thing fhould be 
wanting to make their lives comfortable, 
you will be eager to procure it for them, 
with that kindnefs and concern for their 
welfare which will enhance their happinefs, 
and you will continue to them a prote¢tion 
that will do you honour. ‘You will confer 
on M. Mirys, M. Meeke, your matters, 
your attendants, &c. a number of little fa- 
vours, which you may diftribute according 
to their merits, their talents, and their fer- 
vices. With refpect to the Abbé Guyot 
and M. Lebrun, you are fenfible of the 
tender regard you will all your life owe 
eG eS ee WS ee 
and render his life pleafant and dear to 
him by an immutable friendthip and affec- 
tion. As the Abbé Guyot, with his church 
preferment and his penfion, will be eafy 
in his circumftances, you will have no 


® This {pace contained merely fome particulars of 
what I conceived M. de Chartres and bis brother might 

do for M. Lebrun. 
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other way of fhewing your gratitude than 
by civilities to himfelf, and kindnefs or the 
folicitation of kindnefs for his relations, as 
well as particular attentions when he thall 
be indifpofed; and thefe you will equally 
beftow on M. Lebrun. How juft will be 
thofe attentions towards perfons who will 
have iendered you fo many fimilar ones in 
the courfe of your education! As to my- 
felf, need I tell you how you may recom- 
penfe me? I wifh neither for penfions, nor 
prefents, nor favours, nor attentions* ; and 
yet I would have you acquit yourfelf of 
your obligations to me. Well then, it mutt 
be by a firid? obfervance of all the inftrutizons 
tbat will be written in this book. You fhall 
owe me fomething more; and I will afk 
you, for your own fake, to fhew fome con- 
cern and friendfhip for my daughters, for 
the objects that are dear and that belong 


* Nor atientions, Becaule I have always faid the 
mor ent their education fhould be finihhed, I would rc- 
tire from Paris and the world, never more to return, I 
am how executing this refolution two years fooner than 
I could have wifhed. 
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to me, for my nephew, who, I conceive, 
will perfonally merit your kindnefs, as he 
is poffefled of a good fnderflanding and 
an excellent difpofition. Think of all this, 
my dear child; think of it again and 
again.—Apropos upon this fubject, you 
appear to me to be too cold towards Ma- 
dame Defrois: you never fpeak of her, 
you fhew her no fitendfhip, you never en- 
quire about her: this is unjuft and ridicu- 
lous* Once more then, I requeft, I con- 
jure you to reflect upon your duties, and 
to believe that true happinefs and true 
glory confift in the due difcharge of them. 
eee Beane I am fatisfied with what you have 
written upon the method it is proper to adopt 
in frudying the charatters of men. It has a 
fault of language, but the ideas are juft 
and good. We will talk of thts to-morrow 
with your brother, who has alfo written 
upon the fame fubject. 


* Their coldnefs to Madame Defrois originated in 
her having publicly quarrelled with me, without caufe 
and without explanation, though I had rendered her 
very conliderable fervices with M, d’Orleans. 


A GOO? 
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Fritlay, 11 Augufl 1786. 
A GOOD day. This morning you 
{carcely made an inclination of your head to 
M * * *, and you did not addrefs a word 
tohim. You ought upon all occafions to 
be polite and obliging to the perfons who 
are attached to your father, and with whom 
you have the flighteft acquaintance, and 
particularly to artifts who have atrained to 
any degree of eminenre....... On Tuef- 
day next, my dear child, you are to per- 
form your devotions. Prepare yourfelf for 
it by greater fervour in your prayers, by 
awakening your gratitude to God from the 
contemplation of the manifold favours he 
condefcends to beftow upon you. Afk 
him to endow you with true piety, the moft 
important favour of all; afk him with 
earneftnefs, and he will grant it you. I 
fhall take care to compofe a particular form 
of prayer for you and your brother, which I 
requeft you would Jearn by heart. 
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Saint Leu, Saturday, 12 Auguft 1786. 
In enumerating, the day before yefterday, 
the perfons to whom, when you fhould be 
your own maiter, you ought to fhew partt- 
cular marks of kindnefs and friendfhip, I for- 
got to mention your nurfe, of whom you 
will affuredly one day not be unmindful. 
——It appears to me a long time fince you 
wrote to the Duke de Penthiévre. Why 
muft I always remind you of thefe facred 
duties, which ought to be fo dear to you ? 
Ic is extremely painful to me. Every morn- 
ing when you rife, after having faid your 
prayers, I wifh, my dear child, you would 
meditate for a moment, and enquire what 
duties you have to perform towards-your 
relations, your friends, your preceptors, &%, 
This would habituate you to that thought 
and attention in which you are deficient. 
In the evening alfo, after your prayers, it 
would be ufeful to you to make the follow- 
ing examination of your confcience, which 
I intreat you to copy, and read every night 


till you know it by heart. 
“* Have 
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‘“* Have I difcharged my duty to God, 
** my creator’ Have I prayed to him with 
*« fervour and confidence ? Have | liftened 
** with reverence and without diftraction to 
**the pious leffons that have been taught 
“me? Have I been mindful to-day of 
** thofe -objects in the world whom I am 
* molt bound to love, my father and my 
““ mother > Have I fulfilled every duty to- 
‘* wards my relations? Have I been kind 
** and affectionate to my brothers and my 
** fifter >? docile, attentive and thankful to 
«« my preceptors ? Have I been difobliging 
*“to any perfon? Am 1 chargeable with 
“any calumny? Have I been perfectly 
“<< fincere? Have 1 been fober, difcreet, 
* charitable, modeft, and courageous as far 
‘* as my age will admit? Have I fhewn no 
‘© marks of weaknefs and effeminacy, fo 
contemptible in a rational being? In 
‘ fhort, have I done all the good thac 
© was in my power? Have | been defi- 
cient in no attentions that were due 
“¢o thofe, whether prefent or abfent, 


* to whom I owe affection, re{pect, gra- 
‘6 titude, 
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“‘ titude, friendfhip, kindnefs and fympa 
thy 

It is neceflary to exarfiine yourfelf as to 
each of thefe queltions, that you beg par- 
don of God for your faults, intreat him to 
oive you grace that you may not relapfe into 
them, and promife to repair the next day the 
omiffions, neglects, inattentions,and, in fhort, 
every error you may have committed. 

13 Auguft 1786. 

In your ftudies with me you have done 
very well, except that you repeated your 
chronology this morning very imper- 
fe&tly. You have been deficient in atten- 
tion to me, by not gathering the plants 
which I wifhed to copy, and not fending 
them to Mademoifelle Fer before I got up. 
Flad you thought of pleafing me, you 


* I put this form of felf-examination into the hands 
of M, Lebrun, who has fince read it every evening to 
our young pupils. There will alfo be found in this 
journal other inftru€tions upon the fubject of teligton. 
Befide thefe I compofed for them a work, which I 
have fince publithed under the title of Religion confiderad 


as the only Bafis of Happinefeand Phrlofophy, id 
Ould, 
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would have fuppofed it would be agreeable 
to me thac Mademorfelle Fer fhould have 
had the plants early, that every thing might 
have been ready. When you have em- 
braced and kified hands, you imagine that 
you have difcharged every duty of friend- 
fhip. But I have told you a thoufand 
times, my dear child, that thefe demonftra- 
tions of attachment are of no value, if the 
conduct and demeanour be not affectionate 
and amiable. Itis neceffary I fhould {peak 
to yon of your fecond brother#. I per 
ceive that you do not treat him either with 
fufficient friendfhip, or fufficient confidence. 
I gm perfuaded thar you love him with the 
warmett affection ; but I do not find fo clofe 
an intimacy between you as I could with. 
I can fay with truth that, in my private 
converfations with him +, he never fpeaks 
of youbut with extreme fondnefs, You have 
both excellent hearts; why are they not 


® M. de Montpenfier. 

+ Thefe converfations paffed in our walks; it wasa 
euftom with me to walk alone with each of my pupils 
alternately. 


more 
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more infeparably united? ..... As you 
are now both reafonable, 1 flatter myfelf 
that the tender union, which I fo much de- 
fire, will (hortly be eftablifhed between you 
for a peipetuity *. 


Zeta 





Saint Leu, 14 Auguf? 1786. 
Wuat pain does it give me to accufe 
the Duke de Chartres of the heinous offence 
of failing in attention to the Duchefs d’Or- 
leans! This morning | informed him that I 
was going to fend to Paris, afking him at the 
fame time if hehad any commiffions. ** Yes,” 
he replied ; and it related to a bird-cage— 
*« Flave you nothing elfe to fend?” —** No,” 
— At laft fomebody advifed him, in a whif- 
per, towrite a line tothe Duchefs d’Orleans, 
He had the honefty to confefs to me that 
this idea had not occurred tohim. Can it 
be that children, who have a father and 
mother fo affectionate and fond, fhould 
never think of them, and fhould neglect to 
fhew them that attention which they ought 
to have for a common friend? Can it be 


* This defire has been fully accomplifhed. 
that 
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that fach 1eproaches make no impreffion, 
and for ever fail to correét this negligence 
and want of thought? ...... This journal 
will now be written for the Duke de Mont- 
penfier, as well as the Duke de Chartres, 
The former read it this morning, and 
appeared to be fenfibly flruck with it: 1 
hope he will derive advantage from 1t. 


Mt the Stables of the Duke d’ Orleans, 
Chauffée d? Antin, 17 Auguft 1786, 


Portrait of the Duke de Montpenfier. 


You have, my child, as well as your bro- 
ther, an excellent heart and a good natural 
underftanding ; and with thefe advantages, 
at your age, there is no fault which you 
may not correct, and no virtue which you 
may pot acquire. You have a difpofition 
for banter and raillery. This you will 
correct when you are told, that it ts the vice 
of bad hearts and moderate underftandings, 
and that this vice is more dangerous in a 
prince than in a private individual. You 
wifh to be loved, and fuch a difpofiser 
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will caufe you to be hated’: this idea, I ant 
fure, will have confiderable weight with you: 
You have by natureeone very admirable 
quality, a lively and fincere indignation 
for every bad action and vicious practice : 
J have obferved this in you from your ear- 
lieft infancy, during our leffons. You are 
fufceptible of emulation, and have a defire 
to diftinguith yourfelf: you will one day 
have a noble mind; and when you fhall 
have refolved to conquer a childifh timidity, 
you will be agreeable, convertible, amiable, 
becaufe you always attend to what is faid 
to you ; becaufe you are no idle prater, no 
goffip ; becaufe you will derive improve- 
ment from what is taught you, and know 
how to evince this improvement without 
pedantry.—You are fometimes too felfith 
in a thoufand little things; you are not fufh- 
ciently fenfible how delightful it isto make 
facrifices to fociety and to friendthip; how 
much thefe facrifices are repaid by enco- 
miums, by the pleafure they occafion, by 
the gratitude they infpire, by the lively at- 
tachment they create. You are fometimes 

obftinate 
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obftinate and opinionated, at leaft I am told 
fo, for I have never obferved the leaft ap- 
pearance of it in your behaviour to me; no 
proofs of refpect, of deference, of fubmiffion, 
can exceed thofe which 1 have conftanrly 
received from you, during the whole time 
that you have been under my care. How 
happy a prefage! We may infer from it, 
in what manner you will one day condu&t 
yourfelf towards thofe whom you ought to 
refpect and love a thoufand times more 
than you do me. If you have heen thus 
docile, fubmiffive, refpeCtful, and tender to 
me, who am but your governefs, what will 
you not be to a father, to a mother, jo 
worthy in every refpect of your unbounded 
confidence and the warmeft feelings of 
your foul? I have no inquietude upon this 
point, either as to you or your brother; 
I am convinced that all my dear pupils 
will particularly diftinguith theinfelves by 
filial piety, which is the firlt, as well as the 
mot facred of virtues, and that to which 
you will owe the happinefs.of your life,— 
¥ou havea defire to pleafe, which is a fen- 

timent 
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timent not only laudable, but indifpenfably 
neceflary ; though you fhould take care 
that it does not lead you into criminal 
comphances. For example, to pleafe thofe 
in whofe company you may be, it is not 
neceflary that you fhould give an opinion 
contrary to your feelings, or that you 
fhould facrifice an abfent perfon whom you 
love. It would be dreadful, out of mere 
complarfance, to {peak the leaft evil of fuch 
a perfon, or to join in the flighteft degree 
of ridicule: in this cafe you fhould either 
take his part, or fhew by profound filence 
that you difapprove of what is faid, or 
meant to be underftood ; and if your opi- 
nion be afked, {peak courageoufly what 
you think. A different condué& will be 
mean and cowardly, and thefe are vices 
which you look upon with horror: at your 
ape however, little matured by reflection, 
errors of this kind, from want of thought, 
may efcape the beft difpafed mind. Now 
that I have made you fenfible of the confe- 
quences, you will be guilty of nothing that 
bears the moft diftant refemblance to this. 

Confider 
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Confider that a generous and noble heart 
has no defire to pleafe but by lawful 
means, that he feels a deteftation of every 
thing bordering upon treachery, and that, 
for this reafon, he refpects his friends, and 
thofe for whom he has eftcem, more in their 
abfence than 1f they were prefent, and wil 
avoid behind their back any little pleafant- 
ries in which he may be indulged to their 
face. Confider alfo, my dear child, that tt 
as impoffible to be truly amiable and be- 
loved, without being eftimable , and that 
when we have the weaknefs to facrifice ho- 
nefty to the defire of pleafing, we defeat 
our own purpofe, and draw upon ourfelves 
the contempt even of thofe who feem to 
approve of this bafenefs.—In fhort, I re- 
commend to you to reflect oftener, ro 
be voluntarily more attentive, to cult. 
vate a greater portion of benevolence with- 
out“‘making it neceflary for me to inculcate 
it upon you, to form a habit of thinking 
and acting for yourfelf, and to acquire a 
character noble, firm and fure, and prin- 
ciples immutable and eternal.—You told 

me 
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me this evening that you would write down 
your faults, in order to give me every day an 
account of them: this was a laudable inten- 
tion, but it will only be neceflary for you'to 
anfwer ingenuoufly the queftions [ fha]] put to 
you. Thefe queftions will not be dictated by 
a vain curiofity; I have no defire but to in- 
form the minds of my dear pupils, to make 
them feel the beauty and lovelinefs of vir- 
tue, and how impoflible it 1s to be happy 
without it.—I entreat my dear children to 
read the article of this day a fecond time, 
and with all the attention of which they are 
capable. It depends upon themfelves to 
embellith this journal and make it charm- 
ing. What pleafure thall I feel in writing 
eulogiums, inftead of admonitions and re- 
proaches! But they are the perfonages, I 
am merely an hiftorman, but an hiftorian 
faithful and impartial, notwithftanding my 
tegard for them ; I can only relate the 
exaCt truth. Afford me then the xtreme 
gratification of faying fuch fogs as 
are pleafing; let it be feen by this jour- 
nal that your hearts and your underftand- 

VOL. 1. C jags 
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ings are improvec by the counfels of 
friendthip. 

| 17 Auguff 1786. 
AN excellent day ! my dear children, you 
have been charming! For this reafon we 
will be very merry to-morrow at Bercy, and I 
fhall be happy to procure you this pleafure. 
~The Duke de Montpenfier has given me 
this evening a moft enchanting proof of 
candour, by acknowledging, or to fpeak 
more properly, by making me the con- 
fident of faults, which, but for this in- 
genuoufnels, I fhould not have known, and 
this confidence I did not at all afk of him. 
Tt was, he told me, fo relieve bis heart. He 
has fenfibly toucled mine; it is a lovely 
child, who improves every day, and has 
made an aftonifhing progrefs in the fhort 


{pace of a year. 


21 Augufl 1786. 

THE Duke de Penthiévre called this 
evening. The Duke de Chartres behaved 
very well; but the Duke de Montpenfier 
played 
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played with a ftick, without taking any 
notice of him, widhout going near hin, 
without fpeaking to him. I am fure 
you both feel the affection which is due 
to a grandfather, for whom alfo the Du- 
chefs d’Orleans has the utmoft tendernefs, 
This attachment of the Duchefs would be 
fufficient of itfelfto fatisfy me of yours; but 
you have other reafons to efteem and love 
him, his perfonal virtue which is certainly a 
model of perfection, and the kindnefs, the 
agreeable attentions, the affectionate regard 
which he fhews towards you.u—You bave 
both given me perfonal proofs of your et- 
teem: one by writing me a very pretty letter, 
and the Duke de Chartres by bringing me 
fome coloured crayons and two books of 
diawing paper. But, my children, I have 
already told you a thoufand times, that you 
are never to give me any thing you pur- 
chafe, however trifling may be its value, or 
Whatever may be the pretext. Ir is not 
that there is any impropiiety in your offcr- 
ing fuch things as crayons, paper, and 
flowers to whomfoever you pleafe ; becaufe 

C2 they 
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they are civilities 1ather than prefents; to 
any other perfon thefe little gifts may be 
pleafing and proper; but refpecting myfelf, 
Pamela and Henrtetta, I muft abfolutely 
prohibit them. You will be careful not to 
forget this, and let it be the Jaft time I thall 
have occafion to remind you of it. You muft 
not be angry with me upon this account, 
fince, when your education thall be finifhed, 
and J live at my ownchateau, you fhall main- 
tain me in griffin paper, copy-books, and 
wood for my turnery machine; and I on 
my part, will return your prefents in flight 
fummer waiftcoats and other little articles 
of my own work. But, til then, I muft 
abfolutely infift upon it that you fhew me 
none of this kind of attentions. 


25 Auguft 1786. 

THE Duke de Chartres was very im- 
perfec&t in his German leffon to-day.—I 
accompanied you both to the French 
Academy; you liftened attentively and 
with intereft, particularly the Duke de 
Chartres ; 
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Chartres; but I had requefted you to fay 
fome civil things to M. M*###, to whom 
you were indebted for your feats. The 
Duke de Chartres, in a fheepifh manner, 
fooke only a few words to him, and the 
Duke de Montpenfier did not utter a {yl- 
lable. All my entreaties could not prevail 
on the latter to pronounce a fingle compli- 
mentary phrafe, which gave him the air of 
a child fix yeais of age, very ftupid and 
very uncivil. The Duke de Chartres takes 
no care how he prefents himfelf; he walks 
with his head hung down, his knees and 
his body bent and jolting, and there is not 
an old man who mounts a ftaircafe fo hea- 
vily and with fo illa grace. It is time he 
fhould acquire a more eafy deportment, and 
particularly a ftronger ambition to pleafe. 
They crowned at the Academy the young 
Chriftian Jofeph who had faved the lives of 
three children at the rifk of his own; and 
on the part of the Saloon of Arts, fifty louis 
were given to Dame Hurel who, for the 
{pace of fifteen years, fupported her miftrefs 
reduced to a ftate of mifery. This pic- 

C 3 ture 
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ture of virtue recompenfed and honoured 
with the loudeft applaufe, was extremely 
affecting. You have feea how beautiful 
virtue 1s, and what enthufiafni it infpires. 
Reflect that your rank and fituation fecure 
to you the power of doing many billiant 
and virtuous aciions; and this ought to be 
vour defire and your greateft ambition. 


od 





2h Mins ufl. 


AVERY good day, The Duke de Char- 
tres has made the moft formal promifes to 
conquer his uumidity, and to fay in a graceful 
manner all the polite and civil things that 
may be expedient, and upon this promiufe 
J rely. 


27 Auguf. 
AT his drawing the Duke de Chartres 
was deficient in application; but without 
my interrogaung lum, he informed me of 
this himfelf with a charming candour, 
though the mafter had not remarked it. 


Upon all occafions I owe this juftice to my 
dear 
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dear children, that they obferve towards 
ine the moft perfect truth ; that they never 
conceal any thing; that they come of their 
own accord and tell me their faults with an 
enchanting fimplicity; that they are no 
longer afraid of my counfels, but on the 
contrary defire and love them. This 
is the way for them to acquire knowledge 
and arrive at perfection——My children 
will write every Sunday upon fome fubje&t 
which I fhall give them. Let them take 
the following for the approaching Sunday; 
In what does the delicacy of tafte and fentiment 
confift? They will write an anfwer to this 
queftion. 





29 duguf 1786. 
THE analyfes of theatrical performances, 
dictated by the princesupon returning home 
from the play, are extremely exact both as 
to names and incidents. They were in- 
de-d not lefs accurate when they were made 
from a play that was read ; but then I was 
watchful that they fhould liften attentively, 
and in the reprefentation there are a thou- 

C4 fand 
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fand things thar neceffanly diftradt the 
mind. {rt 1s very evident therefore to me 
that M, Lebrun, who accompanied us to 
the play, and who 1eads the theatrical cri- 
tiques in the Journal de Paris, has affifled 
the princes in defiance of my exprefs pro- 
hibition, of which the princes themfelves 
were witnceiles. I afked the Duke de Mont- 
penfier ir he had been affifled ? He ac- 
Knowledged that he had been confider- 
ably in Virginia. 1 put the fame CuCl 
tion to the Duke de Chartres, who an- 
{weicd me three times in the negative, but 
with blufhes and a trembling voice. The 
next moment he came in tears to tell me 
that he had not fpoken the truth, and ex- 
preffed his regret in a very affecting man- 
ner.—I cannot diffemble, my dear children, 
that M. Lebrun has done a very blame- 
able action. You were witnefles of my 
having rcquefted, both m perfon and by 
Writing, that he would not tell you a fingle 
word: he promiled ; and after making you 
difobey me, he has expofed you to prevari- 


cation and falfehood. In the mean time 
M. Lebrun 
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M. Lebrun is fo eftimable a character, that 
I am perfuaded the fault originated in 
thoughtleffnefs, and that he will not be 
guilty of it a fecond time. I dare believe 
he has told you himfelf how much he was 
to blame. My children, never follow any 
advice in which you fhall perceive the leaft 
thing contrary to rectitude and exact truth. 
You have naturally great candour and 
franknefs : preferve, as a valuable treafure, 
thefe charming qualities, without which 
your characters will never be eftimable. I 
am convinced that you will do nothing that 
fhall taint thefe virtues fo neceffary to youn 
1eputation and your happinefs, and that you 
will never employ artifice and difiimulation 
with your affe€tionate friend. 





30 Auguft 1786- 

M. LEBRUN has acknowledged in his 
Journal, without the leaft fubterfuge, that 
he was very much to blame: thus he re- 
pairs his fault by giving you an example of 
candour and ingenuoufnefs which you will 
do right to imitate. 

Cs YOU 
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3 September 1786. 

YOu bid me good morrow this morn- 
ing, but when you left me yefterday I was 
indifpofed, and you fhould have afked me 
how IL had flept, and if I had fti!] a head- 
ache or fore throat. Itis thus we fhew our 
friendfhip. Thefe proofs of fympathy and 
concern we owe to our common acquaint- 
ance; with how much ftronger reafon are 
they due to our frends *—I fee by the 
Journal of M. Lebrun that the morning 
has been good, and that the Duke de Char- 
tres has waited upon the Abbé de Font- 
bonne to enquire about the difaftrous fires 
which broke out lately, with an air of hu- 
manity that will give this Divine a good 
opinion of him. Thefe benevolent and 
pleafing habits are eafily acquired, and 
will make every body refpect and love you. 
When you fhaljl be perfect in them, you 
will ceafe to be regarded as a filly child 
to whom we pay no attention; every body 
will be glad to fee you, and will treat you 

6 as 
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as a young prince of promifing talents and 
virtue. 


4 September 1786. 

I wap yeiterday afternoon a violent at- 
tack of the colick, and you difcovered the 
greateft fenfibility.—By the journal of M. 
Lebrun I find that it was the Duke de 
Montpenfier who thought this morning of 
fending to enquire how I did. You left me 
yefterday evening in a very calm ftate, 
and there was no reafon for inquietude; 
yet, confiftently with the {trict duties of 
friendfhip, you ought to have given orders 
before you went to bed for enquiries to be 
made, at eight o’clock in the morning, if J 
had had any return of my complaint during 
the night, and you fhould again have fent 
at ten to learn from myfelf, the inftant I 
awoke, the exact ftate of my health. Such 
are the benevolent and tender cares which 
a lively and jincere friendfhip dictates. 
You muft accuftom yourfelves to the ob- 
fervance of them if you with to be loved. 
a-You were not able to write a fingle 
C 6 word 
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word yefterday upon the fubjec&t of Delicacy 
which I had given you. You ought to be 
more forward in compofition; but I will 
write the article myfelf in our journal when 
F have a little more ftrength. 

M. Saiffert came to fee me, and you 
did not fpeak a word to him, which is the 
more blameable as the Duchets d’Orleans 
had been indifpofed, and you fhould have 
afked a thoufand queftions about her. Ar 
Jaft 1 requefted you to fay fomething to 
M. Saiffert, which you did ; but as the pro- 
per moment was elapfed, and as it was after 
a quaiter of an hour’s neglect, there was 
neither merit nor grace in this. The next 
time I have occafion to remind you of this 
duty, I fhall inffi& on you fome penance. 

Though you knew that the Duchefs 
d’Orleans was unwell and confined to her 
bed, you had not the attention to fend this 
afternoon to afk refpecting her health. At 
half paftt five I fent myfelf. The Duke 
de Chartres is the lefs excufable, as I made 
him read, on purpofe, an article at the be- 
ginning of this journal, where I had ani- 

madverted 
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madverted upon a fimilar fault. Itis really 
unexampled. They have both difcovered 
the moft fenfible and poignant affliction for 
fo odious a neglect, and I dare believe that 
they will never be guilty of it again; but, 
on the contrary, will in future be mindful, 
as they ought, of a mother, who thinks of 
them every moment of her life, who cannot 
fuffer them to be ever fo flightly indifpofed 
without coming and fending perpetually, 
and without interrogating every body 
about them. 


6 September 1586, 

NEITHER of you had the goodnefs to 
fend this morning to afk how I did: all 
that know me have fhewn me this civility 
except yourfelves. When a perfon has 
been ill, politenefs demands that we fhould 
continue our enquiries till he has made his 
firft appearance abroad. Having been fo 
frequently reminded of your duty in this 
refpect, you ought to furpafs and not fall 
fhort of others; but you are always below 
the degree of attention common in fociety. 
— The 
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-—The Duke de Montpenfier anfwered in 
a very unfatisfactory manner the queftions 
I put to him yefterday about what he had 
been reading ; but he wrote me this morn- 
ing a very pretty letter, for which 1 thank 
Niet avaeedraceies Bras The princes had the 
attention to fend of their own accord to 
enquire about the health of Madame, and 
the Duke de Chartres to purchafe fome 
flowers for her. 


DEFINITION OF DELICACY. 

Dexicacy of tafte confifts in the avotd- 
ing every thing grofs and low; in never 
employing trite and proverbial exprel- 
fions ; in having no complacence for that 
fort of jefts which are mot confiftent with 
decency, and which have not either inge- 
nuity or grace ; and above all in the never 
uttering jefts of a blunt or embarraffing 
nature : as for inftance, never jefting upon 
a man’s figure, upon his natural defects, 
his want of fortune, his obf{cure birth, or 
his age. It is allowable however to jeft 
with a rich man, if he be not of a covetous 
difpofition, upon his wearing a threadbare 
coat, 
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coat, &c. Bur this jeft would be converted 
into an odious one if directed towards a 
perfon of narrow fortune, and fo of the 
reft. It would alfo be exceedingly grofs 
to {peak in general terms upon fome dif- 
agreeable fubyeét, which any perfon in 
company might take to himfelf, and which 
might recall to his mind an unpleafant 
truth, or any misfortune that had befallen 
him; as for inflance, if you jefted upon 
long nofes, in company of a perfon with a 
long nofe; or if, without any tone of plea- 
fantry, you talked of people with one eye, 
with a hunch back, or of baftards, before 
a peifon who had only one eye, or a hunch 
back, or was a baltard ; or if in company 
with a perfon fixty years of age, and {peak- 
ing of another of the fame age, you called 
them an old man or an old woman. Deli- 
cacy of fentiment confifts in a more fcru- 
pulous confcientioufnefs in our actions and 
conduct than 1s common even in perfons 
of irreproachable probity : as for example, 
when we play for money, the deciding, in 
a doubtful cafe, againit ourfelves; and if 

we 
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we play with another equally pundtilious, 
to refufe to take advantage of hus decifion, 
and to call in a third perfon. Delicacy 
of fentiment alfo leads us to prevent the 
wifhes of thofe whom we are defirous to 
oblige; it infpires a thoufand pleating at- 
tentions, and gives a particular grace to 
the favours we confer. In fhort, delicacy 
of tafte makes its pofleflor polite, g:ves an 
agreeable tone to his conduct, and clevates 
his manners. Delicacy of fentiment renders 
its pofleffor eftimable, and piocures him 
all the benefits of fricndthip. If we would 
be amiable, applauded, and worthy of the 
love of others, we muft have delicacy in 
both thefe refpects. 
Sunday upon the following fubyect : What 
are the duties of friend/bip, or in what manner 
ought we to ac? towards our friends ? 


You fhall write on 





7 September 1786. 


THE Duke de Montpenfier read aloud 
this evening a tragedy with confiderable 
emulation, and a degree of felf- poffeffion 

that 
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that very much aftonifhed and pleafed me. 
‘An Grabs The Duke d’Orleans will return 
foon. J flatter myfelf that you will re- 
collect all you have told me of your gra- 
titude and affection, and that you will be 
more amiable in your conduct towards 
him. Though he fees you continually 
you are almoft ftrangers to him, for you 
fhew no defire to talk with him, and you 
never afk him any queftions. Your 
manners in this refpect will I hope be 
changed, and you will now feel how {weet 
it is to converfe with a father and a mother 
fo deferving of your love. If you were 
more amiable (and you may be fo when- 
ever you pleafe) you would now be a very 
agreeable fociety tothem. But in reality, 
the Count de Beaujolois is more familiar 
and more pleafing than you. He afks 
them queftions, he interefts himfelf in 
what they fay, he is fond without being 
troublefome, he talks without empty prat- 
tle, without meannefs, and with a charm- 
ing eafe: and he is not yet feven years of 


age, 
A GOOD 


42 Leffons of a Governefs 


8 September 1786. 
A GOOD day.—At dinner I prevailed 
on the Duke de Chartres to fpeak to an 
old fervant of the houfe who affifted, and 
he did it with a grace: I could have 
wifhed it had been voluntary, and without 
any memento on my part..... The Duke 
de Chartres has written to the Duke de 
Penthiévre, and concludes his letter with 
affuring him of his friendfrp. This ex- 
prefion is never employed towards per- 
fons entitled to the ftrongeft fentiments 
of refpec&t. He fhould have ufed the 
word affeffion, or attachment... sess 
The princes have been very engaging 
to-day with Madame, and more agreeable 
in their deportment to Monfeigneur..... 





10 September 1786. 

YESTERDAY was blamelefs; the 
prefent day has been equally fo as to 
your intercourfe with me; but this morn- 
ing the Duke de Montpenfier difplayed a 
{pirjt 
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fpirit of contuadiction to his brother, and 
the Duke de Chartres uriated him by fome 
vely indecent retorts. If this happen 
again, I fhall take fome mode of putting 
a flop to it. Is it thus that friends and 
brothers fhould live together ? Such belia- 
viour 1s ftupid and contemptible.— You 
have both written well upon the fubject I 
gave you, particularly the Duke de Char- 
tres. I will write myfelf upon the fame 
fubject in our Journal the firft leifure mo- 
ment I have.—The Duke de Chartres was 
very obliging and polite to fome Engilin 
ladies, who {pent the afternoon with us, 
and they thought him a charming youth. 
The Duke de Montpenfier was by no 
means equally agreeable.—The Duke de 
Chartres related to me, pleafantly enough, 
the frolics of the Count de Beaujolois; but 
he {poiled in a great meafure his recital by 
dwelling too long upon it, by repeating 
the fame thing ten times over, and 
making it an endlefs tale. He feems to 
have no with to corre& himfelf of this 
loquacity : when he perceives that we are 

amufed 
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amufed with his tale, he begins again and 
draws it out to a moft tedious length. 
I once more therefore tell him, that we 
fhould- relate what we have to fay in as 
few words as poffible, never load the re- 
cital with a thoufand petty detarls, and 
when we have told our ftory in the beft 
manner we are able, drop it and change 
the converiation. If he preferve this 
habit of eternal babble and repetition, 
nobody will tell him that he is extremely 
tirefome, but every body will think fo; 
and wiil believe befide, what is not true, 
that he is deftitute of underftanding. IJ 
conjure him then to think of this, and to 
cure himfelf of fo bad a habit, without 
which it is impoffible he fhould be amiable. 
There is a proverb which fays, Fools never 
know when to fiop; let him remember this 
when he laughs, when he tells a ftory, 
when he makes ufe of any little innocent 
jeft or banrer; for thefe are cafes in which 
the Duke de Chartres never knows when 
to ftop. When he laughs, it 1s a loud 
roar that latts for an hour, and almoft 

always 
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always at fomething the reverfe of plea- 
fantry. When he is difpofed to banter, 
there is no end to his jefts) When he 
relates a ftory, he introduces a thoufand 
unneceflary circumftances, begins it again, 
and talks of nothing elfe. This is really 
infupportable ; whereas if he knew when 
to flop, he would frequently be very en- 
tertaining. 

22 September 1786. 


IN WHAT MANNER OUGHT WE TO CHOOSE 
OUR FRIENDS? 


WE thould in the firft place be care- 
fulto make a wife choice. In order to 
this it is neceflary to know if the perfon 
with whom we are defirous of forming an 
intimacy be a man of unfullied reputation, 
if he be fuppofed to poflefs an elevated 
mind, if he pafs for a man of talents and 
information, if he be a dutiful fon, if he 
live upon good terms with his relations, 
and thefe relations be refpectable in the 
world; laftly, if his manners be polite 
and accomplifhed. Satisfied as to thefe 

2 points, 
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points, we may begin an acquaintance 
with him; but we muft ftull a@& with cau- 
tion. We muft ftudy his character, ob- 
ferve whether he be prudent and fincere, 
which we may learn from a thoufand little 
circumftances, whether he be a perfon to 
whom you may fafely truft yourfelf, whe- 
ther he be incapable of malice or deceit ; 
and if, after a fufficient trial, we find him 
to poffefs all thefe virtues, we mzy then 
cultivate his friendfhip. 

When you fhall come to have friends, 
you may eafily afcertain the fincerity of 
their attachment. The following is a fure 
criterion. 

If they never afk a favour that would 
lead you to be unjuft to fome other 
peifon. 

If they feel a delicacy and unwillingnefs 
even to afk fuch favours as there may be 
no impropriety in your granting, 

If they never flatter you. 

If they give you good advice at the nfk 
of difpleafing you for the moment. 


If they tell you of your faules. 
If 
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}f they endeavour as much as poffible to 
make you in love with your duty. 

If they exert their influence to maintain 
the union which ought to fubfift between 
you and your parents, to confirm vou in 
the perfuafion that it is your indifpenfable 
duty to make them happy, that the feli- 
city of your own life depends upon your 
loving them, upon your confulting them 
in every thing, upon your concealing no- 
thing from them, upon your having a 
perfect confidence in them, and laftly, 
upon your living in the utmoft harmony 
with your brotheis and your fifter.—If you 
meet with friends who will fpeak and act 
in this manner, you may unhefitatingly 
give them your confidence: but fuch 
friends are feldom “é found. In the 
mean time, they are the only perfons who 
are entitled to the appellation ; and if any 
man, directly or indirectly, fhould attempt 
to diminifh the 1egard you owe to your 
parents, you may be fure that he has no 
real attachment to you, and that he is a 

dan- 
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dangerous and contemptible character. 
When you fhall have found a friend that 1s 
worthy of you, you will owe him every 
fervice that is not incompatible with the 
welfare of other men. It will be your 
duty to anticipate every reafonable with 
of his heart. Befide the favours you 
confer upon him yourfelf, you ought te 
feek his preferment by interceding in his 
behalf warmly and perfeveringly at court. 
You fhould feel an intereft in every thing 
that relates to him. Repofing confidence 
in him yourfelf, you fhould be defirous 
of his confidence in return, and fhouid 
therefore talk to him with an air of anxiety 
and concern for his welfare, that would lead 
him to difclofe his fituation and feelings 
with the fame freedom that you have dif- 
clofed yours. If you appear to love him 
only that he might liften to you, you may 
have a confident, but you will have no 
friend. It is for this reafon that princes 
are in general fo deftitute of friends. I 
fhall fay nothing of the tender cares you 

will 
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fick, or fhall labour under afffiction: this 
obligation {peaks for itfelf. 

Such ought to be your conduct towards 
your intimate friends, that is, towards one 
or two perfons. Befide thefe you may 
form other ties to which the world gives 
the name of friendfhip, but which in reality 
are only the ties of fociety. Thefe alfo 
have their obligations, though they are 
greatly fubordinate to thofe of true friend- 
fhip. They confift in a defire to ferve the 
pafons in queftion, and in treating them 
with kindnefs and efteem. I think, how- 
ever, that ff either of your brothers had 
any juft caufe of complainc again{ft a 
perfon whom you had not yet made your 
friend, it would be a duty you would owe 
to your brother not to form any particular 
Intimacy with this perfon. But if you had 
already contracted a friendfhip for him, 
and one of your brothers fhould take a 
diflike to this perfon, you ougkt not on 
that account to facrifice your friend, unlefs 
his conduct to your brother fhould have 

VOL. I, D been 
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been decidedly unjuft, orunlefs he had fought 
to promote variance and enmity between 
you and your brother. In either of thefe 
cafes he would have acted contemptibly, 
and would no longer be deferving of your 
friendfhip ; but fhould it be otherwife, 
you ought not to give up your friend be- 
caufe his fociety happens to be no longer 
agreeable to your brother. This is fo 
reafonable in ttfelf that you fhould confider 
it as a polat agreed upon between your- 
felves. But if Madame or Monleigneur 
fhould have a quarrel with one of your 
friends, you ought immediately to forfake 
his acquaintance, unlefs its continuance 
has their approbation. Monfeigneur and 
Madame have too much good fenfe to ac& 
from prejudice er caprice; and you may 
be affured that, if they entertain a diflike 
to any perfon, they have juft reafons for ir, 
and their fentimeats in this refpect ought 
to regulate yours and determine your 
conduct. You dhould never fuffer your 
friends to be accufed fecretly and without 
proof of any injuftice to you. Always 


diftra ft 
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diftrufi the man who fhall fpeak evil of 
them ; mean envy is commonly the motive 
of fuch aceufations ; and when they are not 
fupported by indubitable evidence, it be- 
comes you to pay no attention to them, and 
to filence the calumntator by affuming an 
air of coldnefs and incredulity. In fhort, 
even if you were told of any injury that 
was done you by your friend, and proofs 
were adduced in fupport of the charge, 
however heinous might be the offence and 
however pofitive the evidence, you would 
be deficient in the duties of fiiendfhip if, 
fatisfied with this, you refolved to renounce 
his acquaintance. What appears to be an 
undoubted truth, may be mere iWlufion or 
impofture. Such would be the reflection 
of aman of generofity and feciing. You 
ought therefore, before you dif{card your 
firend, to have a free and candid explana- 
tion with him; for it 1s thus only he will be 
able to juitify himfelf, and yoo will be 
unpardonable if you do not afford him 
every opportunity in your power of doing 
at. In this explanatian, if he prove his 

D 2 innocence, 
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innocence, you will have the happinefs of 
preferving a friend who, by this proceed- 
ing, will be more ftrongly attached to you: 
but if he be unable to exculpate himfelf, 
then, without noife or contention, you 
fhould gradually alienate yourfelf from 
him, and thus will you be chargeable 
with no injuftice—Such, my children, are 
the principal duties of fiiendfhip. If they 
are thus extenfive in general inftances, 
judge what 1s due fiom brother to brother, 
a friendthip more valuable and fincere than 
any that can be formed with the world! 
Judge what is due to a tender father, to 
a fond and indulgent mother, our firft and 
trueft friends, and the only ones in whom 
we may implicitly truft in all things ! 

On Sunday you will write upon the fol- 
lowing fubjeCt : Ie what confijts the diferetton 
whith we ought to obferve im our witercourfe 
with others ? T entreat you to employ upoz 
this fubje&t the utmoft thought and atten- 
M08. 


YESTER- 
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YESTERDAY, in paffing by a gallows 
on which a malcfactor was expofed, the 
Duke de Chaitres manifefted a diltortion 
of countenance which 1s only pardunable 
in a child. If you had patied at the 
moment of execution, this emotion might 
bave been natural, as humanity would 
have been its excufe. Remember, my 
child, thatin a man nothing 1s more in- 
difpenfable than courage, that the fimalleft 
mftance of weaknefs is unpardonable, and 
that the world has no indulgence in this 
cafe. FTumanity confifts, not in outward 
fions, as fhrieks, grimaces, a readinefs to 
fhed tears, &c. thefe we fhould leave to 
filly women; but in a firm and adtive 
beneficence. I wil tell you how’ you 
Should thew your humanity. 

By iccommending to your coachman to 
drive cautioufly, and to take care that he 
does not hurt any body. When you travel, 
if an accident is occafioned by your car- 
nage, either inthe ftreets or the high road, 

D3 t@ 
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to flop, and affift yourfeif in adminiftering 
the neceffary fuccour. If it be a poor man 
who has received the hurt, to recompenfe 
him hberally with your purfe; you cannot 
give too much in fuch a cafe. If the acci- 
dent be a melancholy one, to provide for 
the unhappy fufferer during the reft of his 
life - ; and Jaftly, if it be occafioned by 
the negligence of your coachinan, to dH: 
mifs him from your fervice. 

Never fuffer large dogs to run before your 
carriage, becaufe they are the occafion of a 
thoufand accidents. In your field diverfions 
be extremely careful that you do not wound 
any body. If one of your domeftics, or any 
poor perfon, fhould happen to be ftruck by 
a fingle grain of fhot, reward him inftancly, 
however trifling may be the injury. If, 
in the hugh road where no fuccour 1s to be 
had, you fhould meet with a perfon whe 


* J ought to have added, that, if it were in the high 
road, 1t would be our duty to take the wounded perfon 
into the carriage. There ss not a human being, I trutt, 
who would be deficient in this care; but in an enumere- 
tion of particulars to children we fhould omit nothing. 


had, 
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had unfortunately been wounded, though 
you had no part in the accident, humanity 
would dictate to you to ftop and afford 
him every relief in your power. In hike 
manner if a carriage be broken down, you 
fhould fend your people to offer their fer- 
vices: if the perfons to whom it has hap- 
pened be refpectable in fociety, though 
they may not be of the circle of your ac- 
qudaintance, you fhould offer them places 
in your own carriage; if they were of the 
circle of your acquaintance, the obligation 
would be ftill ftronger. This however is 
a civility you ought not to fhew but to 
perfons whofe names are known to you, 
that you may not incur the rifk of receiv- 
ing difhoneft people, a danger which is 
lefs of courfe in the day time, as there will 
be no falfe appearances to miflead you. 
If the carriage which is broken be at a 
diftance from any houfe, and if the perfons 
who were travelling in it appear in any 
way fufpicious, it is enough to fend and 
enquire whether you can be of any fervice 
to them by the affiftance of your people, 

D 4, or 
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or by fending a man on horfeback to pro 
cure what they want. If they are perfons 
of unqueftionable character, offer them feats 
in your carriage; and if they are not only 
of character, but alfo ladies, alrght yourfelf 
and make the offer in perfon. Infhort, huma- 
nity requires that you travel as little as pof- 
fible during the night, in confidevation of 
your people ; and that you do not expofe 
them unneceffarily to the rigours of the 
cold, of the rain, or of exceffive heat, 
There are men who indulge themfelves in 
jefts contrary to Immanity: this is fre- 
quently not fo much the refult of an un- 
feeling difpofition, as of a want of reflec. 
tion. Avoid every thing of this kind, and 
let it be an inviolable law with you never to 
witer a pleafantry upon an occafion that 
ought to excite your pity. —Never {peak 
a harfh word to a poor man, evcn though 
he fhould be troublefome and importunate : 
think of his fituation, and that by treating 
him rudely, you not only inhumanly infult 
his poverty, but abufe your own rank: 
remember the terrible denunciations of 

God. 
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God againft the man who defpifes and ir- 
ritates the poor.—Receive with readinefs 
and an air of condefcenfion and benevo- 
lence every petition that fhall be prefented 
to you. Never fhew the {malleft degree 
of contempt for the people: to thern has 
ever belonged the privilege of deciding the 
reputation of princes. 

Such are the duties of humanity. They 
ought ever to be allied with manly firm- 
nefs. If you are witnefles of a melancholy 
accident, you fhould have the fortitude to 
abitain from ufelefs Jamentations, to apply 
inftant fuccour, and not betray that weak 
and effeminate pity which is unable to 
endure the fight of a wound. There is a 
barbarity in contemplating thefe objects 
from mere curiofity; but when they fall 
in our way, or we are obliged to fee them 
in order to adminiller relief, it would be 
extreme weaknefs not to be able to bear 
the fight. A greater weaknels ftill would 
be to fhudder at the fight of a dead body; 
ina man this is a fhameful and contemptinie 
inftance of pufillanimit. Thete are per- 
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fons who, to avoid this abfurdity, fall into 
another, by employing jefts and merriment 
upon thefe occafions, which are always ill 
placed and abfurd, and the more fo as they 
have a mean and ofteniatious air of courage. 
Avoid both thefe extremes: content your- 
felves with difcovering a perfect compofure, 
affect nothing, be firm with fimplicity, it ts 
the only way in which you can be fo with 
honour.— When you fhall come to the pof- 
feffion of eftates, your humanity, I am con- 
vinced, will remind you that there are 
manorial rights, ruinous to the peafant, 
and which claim your attention. I with 
you to be fully acquainted with this fub- 
ject, that you may not be cruel through 
ignorance, as fo many others have been #, 


* In conformity to this with, I procured a copy of 
the abominable code of game liw,s. Yt was not difficult 
to excite their indignation at thefc laws, and they gave 
me their word of honour never to avail themfelves of 
fich inhuman rights. I thus prepared them, without 
knowing it, to admire the new conflitution which is 
to deftroy this horrible tyranny, as well as a thoufand 
other abufes over which I have lamented with my 
pupils. 

You 
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You thus fee that the duties of humanity 
alone are very extenfive, and when we are 
fufficiently informed of them, we fhall be 
truly criminal if we do not fully difcharge 
them. Many perfons are deficient in hu- 
manity, becaufe they are ignorant of its 
obligations. This 1s not your cafe; and if 
you ever fail in them you will be abfolutely 
Inexcufable. You ought even to be more 
than humane, you fhould be beneficent, 
you fhould feek out the unfortunate, for 
you will have experienced from your in- 
fancy the happinefs of relieving them. 
This delightful happinefs you will never 
renounce, fince it will draw down upon 
you every bleffing of Heaven, and adorn 
you with true glory as long as you live.— 
I obferve with pleafure how much you are 
interefted in that unfortunate child whom 
you have taken under your care *, Your 


* A poor httle child who had a wourd that was pro- 
nounced incurable; he had been in the hands of a quack 
who was on the point of amputating his arm 3 my 
pupils fent for a flalful furgeor (M. Bias-d’Or), and 


faved the arm and life of the child. 
D 6 attentions 
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aitentions to him are truly unremitted.— 
Yiduaredeferving of praife alfo for the kind- 
nels you beftow on Auguftin*, and the 
Gefire you feel that he fhould become a 
wieful member of fociety. kk was of your 
own accord~-I always make ufe of this 
phrafe with pleafure, becaufe it conftitutes 
all the merit of your actions—It was of 
your own accord that you required of him 
to bring a note every day from his {chool- 
mafter. But have you thought of mftruct- 
ing him in religion ? have you fent him to 
confeffion ? have you recommended hirn to. 
the Abbé Moreau’ I could with that 
he might walk very feldom alone in 
the ftreets, and never of an evening. 
Think more of fuch things, and be careful 
that this child is not corrupted: having 
taken the charge upon yourfelves, remem- 
ber that you are anfwerable for him.—If 
you with it we will pay a vifir next week 
to our poor paralytick. 


* A little peafant boy whom they had taken under 
their protection, 


¥ AFTER 


‘te her Papile. a3 
14. September 1786. 
AFTER. reading the article of yefterday,. 
you informed me that the Duchefs d’Or« 
leans had a dog that ran before her ear- 
riage *. She is fo diftinguifhed for her 
humanity, and has ever been fuch a com- 
plete model of goodnefs, that we may be 
affured fhe knows this dog to be too gentle: 
and quiet to hurt any one. Befide fhe has 
been fourteen or fifteen years without a dog. 
of this kind, and fhe 1s now fo beloved by 
the people, that, notwithftanding their dif- 
hike of this cuftom, they will fearcely ani- 
madvert upon it in fo excellent a perfon. 
When you fhall have acquired her virtues 
and reputation, you may be indulged in 
many things, which, upon your firft en- 
trance into life, would be very unbecoming 
in you to practife. 


* She had had this dop but a very little while, and a# 
I feldom went with Her in her carriage, { was ignorant of 
the circumftance: but had I known it, I fhould itil 
have endeavoured to incultate on them a deteftation of 
this cuftom, becaufe I beliere it to be a dangerous one. 


YOU 
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16 September 1786. 


You gave a watch to Vincent, to whom 
It was proper you fhould make fome pre- 
fent. When we afked him what o’clock it 
was, I could have wifhed this idea had 
occurred to you as well as to me, and that 
you had in a whifper requefted my per- 
miffion to do this. He is a very good 
young man, and you feem to be pleafed 
with him, and yet you never think of 
beftowing any rewards on him! When 
you approve of the conduct of perfons in 
his ftation, you fhould thew your appro- 
bation by acts of kindnefs. I could alfo 
have very much wifhed that you had (of 
your own accord) defired your fervants to 
give fomething to the poor girl whom you 
{aw walking upon crutches. You do benevo- 
Jent things with pleafure and a goad heart, 
but it is almoft always neceflary to remind 
you of the opportunities. Think more of 
thefe things, my dear children, 1 conjure 
you, for the fake of your own happinefs 


and reputation. 
THE 
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17 September 1786 
‘THE day before yefterday the Duke de 
Chartres received a very beautiful parro- 
quet from the Chevalier de Bouflers.. 
Knowing my mother’s fondnefs for thefe 
birds, he offered it to her of bis own accord 
and with a charming grace, though he was 
very much attached to the bird. My 
mother refufed to accept it, and he is 
endeavouring to procure her another : all: 
this is very amiable. 





18 September 1786. 


THE Duke de Montpenfier was very agree- 
ableto-day at the houfe of his mamma, and 
Madame de Rully juftly praifed his polite- 
nefs. The attention of the Duke de Char- 
tres was engaged upon two parroquets, 
which gave him a very idiot appearance.— 
The Duke deChartres brought me his theme 
on the difcretion to be obferve-l in our inter- 
courfe with others. I am fatsfied with the 
ideas it contains, bu: the writing and {peH- 
ing are frightful. You are inexcufable 

when 
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when you commit faults of orthography, 
as you are perfect mafters of it. Now 
tdiat you have clear ideas, I fhall teach 
you to compofe with method. I have, on. 
your account, reflected upon this fubject, 
and will give you fome fure rules for every 
fpecies of compofition. We will practife 
together twice a week, beginning to-mor- 
row; and I will write down in this book 
the rules to be obferved. I will alfo write, 
when I have leifure, my ideas of what con- 
ftitutes the difcretion to be obferved in our 
intercourfe with others. 





19 September 1786. 

"THE Duke de Chartres, indifpofed with 
a cold, has kept his chamber all day.— 
The Duke de Montpenfier has charmed 
me by his application, hts muildnefs, his 
attention, and his fenfibility. 1 made him 
repeat féte-d-téte a confiderable number of 
chronological abridgments, which he did 
admirably well, cornparing the dates, the 
times and the perfonages: we introduced 
fome hiftorical incidents which I related to 
him, 
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him, and in which he was very much in- 
terefted. During the whole day he has 
not difcovered the leaft degree of remiff- 
nefs, of languor, or want of application. 
If every day were to pafs irs this manner, 
how profitable would they be, and how 
happy would it make me! He fent of 
himfelf to make enquiiies refpecting Ma- 
dame, and expreffed himfelf to me in terms 
of affection and joy upon her looking fo 
charmingly this morning. 





20 September 1786. 
THE Duke de Chartres, having a cold, 
but without fever, paffed the whole of 
yefterday in total inaGion. Though he 
were in bed he might have written, or 
read, or afked fomebody to read to him. 
This liftleffnefs, upon fo flight an indifpo-. 
fition, is truly fhameful, efpecially in a man,, 
and I could not excufe it even in Made- 
moifelle.—-I know that the Duke de Pen- 
thievre came yefterday to fee the Duke de 
Chartres, and that the prince did not thank 
him for the kindnefs of this vifit. 
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21 September 1786, 
THE Duke de Montpenfier did not give 


a proper anfwer to my queftions at the 
beginning of the reading this evening; his 
an{wers afterwards were very proper, and 
in every other refpect the day has been 
irreproachable. He difplays at all times 
an extreme fenfibility, a delightful fweer- 
nefs, and an ardent defire to excel. Ife 
is not fo forward in fome refpects as he 
might have been, becaufe it is ouly within 
a year that he has had the ambition to dif- 
tinginfh himfelf; if this continue, he will 
foon recover his loft time. 

Yefterday 1 only wrote in the journal in 
the morning, and therefore had not an op- 
portunity of obferving, that during the 
whole day the Duke de Montpenfier 
behaved remarkably well and gave me 
extreme pleafure. 





22 September 1786. 


THE Duke de Montpenfier again charm- 
ng, extremely diligent, and occupied in 
his 
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his ftadies with feeming pleafure and affi- 
duity. He was this evening very obliging 
and very amiable in his behaviour to M. 
de Chenier: if he continue thus for the 
{pace of two months, counting from to-day, 
I will give him, not what we formerly 
called a reward,—his true reward will be 
the report I fhall make of him to Monfei- 
eneur and Madame,—but I will give him 
fome mark of my particular fatisfaction, 
and I will confider how to do this in a way 
that fhall be moft agreeable to his di/pofition 
and bis beart, and moft ufeful to bis inftruction. 
It is juft that we fhould beftow the moft 
{tudied attentions upon fo docile, induftri- 
ous, fenfible and lovely a child...... os 
The Duke de Montpenfier brought me 
fome of his writing to-day which was ex 
Cellente x, we SS A 


23 September 1786. 


ON THE DISCRETION TO BE OBSERVED IN 
OUR INTERCOURSE WITH OTHERS. 


THIS difcretion confifts, not only in 
keeping: 
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keeping with inviolable fidelity the fecrets 
which are intrufted to us, but in never re~ 
peating what is faid in private company, or 
between perfons who frequently affociate 
together ; and even in a numerous circle, if 
any thing inconfiderate be faid, or any ftigma 
be thrown upon another, weought not to cite 
the circumftance by mentioning the name 
of the perfon, nor even to allude to it with- 
out naming him. If any difturbznce be 
occafioned by it, and, knowing that yeu 
were prefent when the calumny was ut- 
tered, you fhould be interrogated upon the 
fubject, you ought abfolutely to refufe to 
anfwer, and to excufe yourfelf by faying 
that you have no defire to interfere in 
quarrels of this nature. If you are witnefs 
of any inftance of deceit or treachery, you 
Should feel the utmoft deteftation of it in 
your hearr, but you ought not te interfere 
by informing the party upon whom it ts 
practifed, unlefs it happens to be a perfon 
that is extremely dear to you: without this 
precaution, while you imagine that you are 
doing a good office, you will be the occae 

Aon. 
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fion of a thoufand diffenfions. He can 
have no difcretion in his intercourfe with 
others who ts either a tattler, or a banterer, 
or a calumniator; for the tattler fays of 
courfe a thoufand inconfiderate things, and 
expofes every one; the banterer, for the 
fake of a forry jeft, 1s frequently chargeable 
with indecorum and injuftice; and the ca- 
Jumniator not only repeats the evil that he 
knows of others, which 1s extremely odious 
and criminal, but 1s frequently guilty of ca 
lumny without intending it, by repeating 
the evil that has been told him, which is 
very often falfe and always exaggerated. 

In a moment of ill humour it fometimes 
happens that we {peak flightingly of thofe 
whom we beft love: this 1s exceedingly 
blameable, and will never, I hope, be your 
crime. Inthe mean time we ought to par- 
don it in others, particularly if we know 
them to poffefs a good heart. If any per- 
fons for whom you fhould entertain an af- 
fection, and who fhould alfo be attached 
to each other, fall into this error when you 
were prefent, you would do very ill to 

cally 
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carry an account of it to the flighted 
party ; it becomes you on the contrary to 
reconcile them to each other, to exert ali 
your influence to prevent a mifunderftand- 
ing, and to heal any mifapprehenfion be- 
tween them by carcfully concealing evely 
thing that could irritate it. Such ts the 
conduét you ought conftantly to obferve, 
and above all among your own relations, 
with your brothers, your fifter, your bro- 
thers’ wives, &c. When you remark any 
coldnefs between them, a circumftance I 
truft that will never occur, but which 15 
neverthelefs poffible, the object of every 
word you utter fhould be peace and con- 
ciliation. Thefe are the principles incum- 
bent upon us in all intimate intercourfe ; 
and of confequence the duty is ftill more 
facred in the cafe of our brothers and 
fitters. 

Another error very incoufiftent with dif- 
cretion and unbecoming jn our intercourfe 
with others, is the abfurd vanity of wifhing 
to appear in poffefion of every body’s fe- 
crets, Of all follics there is none more 

contemptible 
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contemptible than that of betraying a fe- 
cret, in order to prove that we know it, Dif- 
cretion in our intercourfe alfo requires that 
we fhould free ourfelves from all frivolous 
curiofity, which befide is always the mark of 
alittle mind. Perfons whoare defirousof pry- 
inginto every thing are always idle, empty, 
and are beheld with jealoufy and averfion. 
You fee then that difcretion in our inter- 
courfe with othersis the produce of many other 
qualities combined. Accordingly the world 
{ets fo great a value upon this virtue, that 
all other virtues without it are counted as 
nothing. Nor is this unnatural ; there is 
no quality in the individual from which the 
fociety in general derives fo many advan- 
tages. I muft therefore recommend it to 
you to endeavour to fecure to yourfelves 
this quality, and to correct without delay 
all thofe faults which fhall be found incom- 
pauble with it. 
24 September 1586. 
"THE Duke de Chartres confulted me on 
fome mark of efteem he was defirous of 
fhewing 
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Thewing tothe Dukede Penthitvre, of which 
i very much approved, and was delighted 
that he thought of this of himfelf.—I have 
had company this evening, and I fhall 
make ita practice every Sunday in order to 
accuftom you to talk in public. You were 
both extremely amiable, and interefted 
yourfelves very much in the converfation. 
T was furprifed at your eafe, your polite- 
nefs, and the charming manner tn which 
you liftened and talked. 


25 September 1786, 
M. LEBRUN complains in his journal, 
that the Duke de Montpenfier takes a plea- 
{ure in mimicking and ridiculing his bro- 
ther, and that his brother has the weakneis 
ta, provoke him to it by langhing at him. 
This is all very filly, and I advife the Duke 
<le Montpenfier to get rid of this abfurd 
practice, which I certainly fhali not over- 
look. Nothing can give fo unfavourable 
an impreffion of his underftanding and 
character.....5 


YESTER- 
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3 Offober 1786. 

YESTERDAY was irreproachable, our 
readings chatming, the princes attentive, 
and replying to my queftions like angels. 
To-day my dear children have afforded me 
equal delight. We took an airing for two or 
three hours in the carriage : the converia- 
tion was pleafing; they talked a great deal 
to me about their papa and mama, and with 
a fenfibility that enchanted me. They Jif 
tened alfo with inexprefMfible pleafure tothe 
various incidents which I related of Ma- 
dame and Monfeigneur. Upon the fubject 
of fome manufactures that we faw, they 
difplayed confiderable intelligence, and a 
very active and laudable curiofity.—Our 
reading this evening was equally agreeable 
with that of yefterday.—The Duke de 
Chartres has done a thing which it affords 
me extreme gratification to record in this 
journal, Wiauthout the {malleft inftigation 
direQly or indirectly from any perfon, abfo- 


VOL. I, L lutely 
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lutely of bis own accord, he gave, three days 
ago, allthe money he had, fecretly to De- 
lifle, for the releafe of a poor prifoner; and 
without {peaking to any body of this tranf.- 
action. The next day he was told of a 
very unfortunate man who was in the ut- 
moft want of immediate fuccour. As he 
had no more money of his own, he defired 
me to give him leave to borrow fome of 
M. Lebrun, which I granted. M. Le- 
brun was not at all aware what had be- 
come of the Duke’s own money, and thcre- 
fore by no means approved his giving in 
this inftance money not taken from his own 
pocket. The prince avoided all explana- 
tion of the reafon ; and it was not till three 
days had elapfed that he this evening 
told me the ufe to which he had applied 
his money, rightly judging thar, if it were 
incumbent on him to confefs his faults, he 
ought alfo, as a happinefs he owed to me, 
to confide to me his good actions, as it is the 
only way in which he can recompenfe my 
cares: he related the circumftance with- 
out verbofenefs, without oftentation, with 

an 
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an extreme fimplicity, and in a very few 
words. I {trove not to conceal the impref- 
fion his recital made on me: he faw my 
tears flow, and he mingled his with a fenfi- 
bility, the remembrance of which ftill pe- 
netrates my heart, employing at the fame 
time the moft amiable and touching expref- 
fions! Dear child, never fhall I] forget this 
evening.—The Duke de Montpenfier has 
alfo done a very charming thing. I hag 
told Cefar, with whom I was diffatisfied, 
that the next time we went to the play he 
fhould not accompany us. The Duke de 
Montpenfier informed him in private, that 
when the time came he would afk leave 
not to go himfelf, and would ftay at 
home with him, which mutt have been 4 
very confiderable facrifice, as a French 
play is an amufement of which the prince 
is extremely fond. I learned this from Cz- 
far himlelf, whofe heart was very fenfibly 
moved. How truly do we merit the ef- 
teem and regard of others, when, devoid of 
{elfifhnefs, we can thus facrifice our pleafures 
te friendfhip! Lovely children, continue 

E 2 ever 
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ever to act thus. What a fund of happi- 
nefs do you prepare for yourfelves, and all 
thofe whe love you! 

I have only to reproach the Duke de 
Chartres for an wicance of abfurd laughter, 
which was without reaton, without inclina- 
tion, and evidently forced. 








16 Ofoder 1786, 
YESTERDAY and to-day were both ex- 
cellent.—Yefterday a perfon called upon 
me who has a very difagrecable way of 
{peaking : the Duke de Montpenfier did 
not laugh aloud, but he tittered with his 
brother, who, initead of peiceiving the folly 
of this conduct, had the weaknefs to join 
anit. Such manners are very unbeconiing 
and difgraceful: if you continue them, 
every body will hate you, and will connder 
you befide as devoid of underftandiag. 
You quickly recovered yourfelves, and for- 
tunately no one obferved your weaknefs but 
myfelf. In every thing elfe you have been 
very amiable, particularly the Duke de 

Montpenfier, 
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Montpenfier, who difplayed in converfa- 
tion a confiderable fhare of good fenfe. 





17 October 1786¢ 
A GooD day. This evening my bro- 
ther in-law came tofeeme. The Duke de 
Montpenfier fpoke to him in ‘a very pleaf- 
ing and graceful manner. The Duke de 
Chartres was perfectly filent. LT always ob- 
ferve that when the Duke de Montpenfier 
{peaks firft, the Duke de Chartres has no- 
thing to fay; an abfurd bafhfulnefs thae 
appears the more uncivil fronr the contraft 
of his brother’s politenefs. 





19 September 1786, 

YESTERDAY and to day were both 
good. In tue carriage to day, accompanied 
by M. de Satnt Pierre, you both talked, par- 
ticularly the Duke de Montpenfier, of the 
little arrangements of yourdrefs, your ftudies 
and your mafters. All this was ill timed 
before a ftranger. We thould never {peak 
of thefe petty details but when we are alone, 
E 3 becaufe 
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becaufe they are tirefome to thofe who have 
no intereft in them, and becaufe it is unpo- 
lite to introduce a fubje@ of converfation in 
which the reft of the company cannot join. 





22 September 1786, 

YOUR intereft at length obliges me to 
give you my fentiments of 4 certain charac- 
ter®. I have never mentioned his name to 
you but with the utmoft efteem ; I have res 
peated a thoufand times the grattude and 
attachment you owe him, that he has an 
excellent heart, an extreme probity; and I 
have faid this at a time when he difplayed 
towards me the moft open enmity: the 
only thing I have ever permitted myfelf to 


* I refer to a perfon ¢ who, every day during a leffon 
which lafted for three quarters of an hour and in which 
I did not prefide, had long been accufomed to traduce 
me tothe princes. This incident will ferve to fhew a 
part of the mortifications which, in the midft of fo 
many cares and labours, difturbed the peace of my mind, 
and how far I extended my forbearance and moderation. 

+ Itappears from a fubfequent part of the work to be the Abbé 
Guyot, and the tranflator has therefore, in the courfe of the article, 
fupplicd the name. 


fay 
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fay againft him is, that he had a mode of 
fpeaking which you ought not to imitate; as 
for exatnple, the continually making ufe of 
the expreffion, if J dared fay this, 1 farther 
told you, at the time when we were upon 1! 
rerms, that he did not love me, but that tls 
was excufable on account of his regret for 
the lofs of M. Bonnard. This, without ex- 
ception, is all I have ever fpoken againit 
him. After we were reconciled, I frequently 
told you and with perfe& fincerity that he 
was good, fenfible, that I loved him, and 
that you would a& wifely when you fhould 
fettle in life to confide in and confult hit. I 
fhall now Jay before you the inferences I 
derive from thefe facts. 

What has been my conduct fince the pe- 
riod that you were intrulted to my care ? 
To confecrate myfelf entirely to my pupils, 
to devote all my time to them, to renounce 
every thing for their fakes, even the fociety 
of my daughters fo pleafing and fo dear 
to my heart. I have been unremittingly 
employed in your fervice, even when I did 
not fee you, in preparing leffons for you, 

E4 an 
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in writing all the excicifes that you were fo 
learn by heart, and volumes of abridgments 
and extracts that you were to read to me. 
What principles have [ taught vou ? To be 
religiuus; and to you, who have been the 
conftant witnefles of my hfe, I may fay, 
that, to the chriftian precepts and inftruc- 
tions which I have given you, I have 
added, what is of more worth, a religious 
example. Upon this fubject you are ac- 
quainted with various particulars, of which 
my deareft friends are totally ignorant. 
Though you have not always feconded my 
cares relatively to your education, yet I 
have exerted fo much zeal, and fo fuccefs- 
fully contrived to make even your amufe- 
ments inftructive, that your minds are much 
better informed than is common at your 
age. What are the moral fentiments which 
I] have inculcated upon you ? Have I not 
uniformly endeavoured to ftrengthen your 
confidence in and attachment to Monfei- 
gneur and Madame ; to infpire you with 
friendfhip for your brothers, your fifter, 
your relations, and your preceptors; to 


lead. 
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lead you by every poffible way, by ex- 
ample, and by exhortation, to the practice 
of kindnefs, forbearance, humanity and 
charity? What has been my condutt 
towards the Abbé Guyot? He owes his 
place tome; it was to me the Ch. de ***# 
applied to obtain it for him; it was I who 
{poke of him to Monfeigneur and Ma- 
dame. Since he has been under my or- 
ders, I have patiently endured his ill hu- 
mour, his incivilities and rudenefs, which 
have been public; I have treated him with 
all poffible refpect, and have never fpoken 
but with encomium of his character. Since 
our reconciliation, believing him to be as 
fincere as I knew myfelf to be, I have en- 
tertained a friendfhip for him, J have pio- 
cured him every convenience and comfoit 
to which he could pretend, as for example, 
the prevailing on Monfcigneur and Ma- 
dame to admit him to their table when in 
the country, &. . . . 2. 2. 6 
What has been his conduct towards me 
fince the period of our reconciliation only ? 


E 5 He 
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He has profeffed the warmelft friendfhip, 
he has praifed me upon all occafions in the 
moft flattering terms: you have yourfelves 
witnefied it, you have feen him thed tears 
when he has afked me if I loved him; you 
heard him, a few days ago, fay to me, 
upon the fubject of M, de ** * * * * thar I 
was generous and good, and that I poffeffed 
an elevated foul. You faw the indiffer- 
ence with which I received this adulation, 
and, contrary to my ufual feelings, the 
coldnefs with which I replied that I did not 
like fuch high encomiums on fo fimple an 
occafion. You were witnefles of his fend- 
ing me a box of flowers, with a tale, which 
I have ftill in my poffeffion, and which has 
been read to you, wherein he afcribes to me 
every grace, every virtue, every talent ; {peaks 
of me as a fairy, and fays that I have 
painted my character in my writings which 
will be tran{mitted to poftertty: and yet this 
very man, when alone with you, mangles 
my reputation, calummiates my character, 
holds up to ridicule not only me, but all 
that I Jove, endeavouring by thefe means 

to 
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to deprive me of the confidence and friend- 
fhip, and even the efteem, which you owe 
me! He tells you that there are many prin- 
ciples in my works which I do not entertain, 
particularly thofe by which Monfeigneur 
and Madame are dazzled (and which of con- 
fequence are the beft) ; and that I have faid 
anumber of things which I do not believe. 


He accufes me of falfehood, of being 
artful, of announcing projects which I 
have no intention to execute. And of 
whom does he tell you all thefe things ? 
Of the perfon to whom the Duke 
and Duchefs d’Orleans have delegated 
their authority over you; of a perfon 
whom this choice alone ought to render 
re{fpectable in your eyes; of a perfon to: 
whom he ts fubordinate, and who has ren- 
dered him fervices; in fhort, of a perfon 
whom he affects to efteem and love, and 
upon whom he Is continually heaping 
praifes and demontftrations of friendihip. . 


e ® s e e @ ° ® ® 


If, after thefe fats, I were to afk his difs 
E 6 miffion 
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miffion of the Duke and Duchefs d’Osle- 
ans, 1 fhould readily obtain it; and I be- 
heve alfo, as they both read this journal, 
and. as it is my duty to keep nothing a fe- 
cret from them which relates to you, that 
the firft impulfe of their minds wil be to 
defire the Abbé to withdraw himfelf; but] 
fhall requeit them to Jet things remain as 
they aie. 


Notwithflanding this condut of the Abbé 
Guyot refpecting me, I believe him to be 
incapable of inculcating any bad principles 
on you, as toany other point. His enmity 
to me, founded upon little motives of envy, 
blinds his eyes and renders him unjuft. He 
thinks befide that, when your education 
fhall be really finifhed, I fhall ftill retain my 
ftation, and bufy myfelf inthe care of govern- 
ing you. This he wifhes to prevent by depriv- 
ing me of your efteem, whereby he thinks 
ro eflablifh his own credit. All thefe cal- 
culations are falfe, but it is thus that felf- 
intereft and the paffions reafon. I fhall 
obferve a ftrict filence, and he thall never 
know 
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know that I am informed of his treachery. 
Confide no longerin him, behave to him 
with efteem and complaifance ; tell me no 
more of his deceit, let us difmifs the fub- 
ject and live in harmony. 


He has farther told you that the Duchefs 
d’Orleans has no confidence in me, and that 
fhe only affects it for the fake of peace. 
This is one of the blackeft of his calum- 
nies. Believe me, if I had not been as 
certain as of my own exiftence, that Mon- 
feigneu: and Madame were of one mind 
refpecting their children, as they have ever 
been as to every thing of importance, I 
would never have undertaken the charge 
of you. Monfeigneur would never have 
chofen a perfon who had not been agree- 
able to Madame; the choice was made in 
perfect harmony with her, and determined 
by her alone. If the had not ftrongly de- 
fired it, he would never have madeit; and 
I can with truth affure you, that, before the 
thought occurred to him, Madame was 
anxious to have a daughter that fhe might 
intruft 
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intruft her education to my hands, In the 
fequel, when the refolution was taken, fhe 
was more eager and earneft upon the fub- 
ject than Monfeigneur. Such is the exact 
truth, which Madame wil] confirm to you. 
The ideas therefore which have been fug- 
gefted to you are falfe and muifchievous, 
A woman and a mother lke the Duchefs 
d@’Orleans, ought co divide with her huf- 
band the authority over her children; and 
fo great is his efteem and tendernefs for 
her, that, in every thing relative to you, In 
obeying the one, I have obeyed the other, I 
have taken the orders of each indifferently, 
both having the fame power, both having 
but one will refpecting you. Such are the 
fruits of the perfect union which reigns be- 
tween them, and which is founded upon 
fentiments too affectionate and too folid 
ever to be fhaken. . . . . 





26 OGober 1786, 
] HAVE forgotten wo obferve that the 
Duke 
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Duke de Montpenfier, eight or ten days 
ago, delivered a prifoner from confinement 
with the favings of his pocket money, I 
only learned the circumftance the day bee 
fore yefterday. 

tr November 1786. 
Tue journal has been difcontinued on 
account of your indifpofition, which has 
confined you almoft entirely to your cham. 
ber. You have been employed however, 
and the tine has not been loft. 





Sunday, 12 November 1786,. 

Tuis morning the Duke de Montpen- 
fier refumed his ftudies, and refpecting 
them I have no reproach to make him; 
but in the evening, being the day of my 
receiving company, his behaviour was not 
at all amiable. He took no part in the 
converfation, but trifled and played like a 
child three years old. At fupper I {poke 
to hin with extreme mildnefs upon the 
{ubje&, and the littl which I faid in'a low 
tone 
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tone of voice brought tears into his eyes. 
This did not pleafe me, as it fhewed a 
degree of fufceptibility which I greatly 
difapprove. Senfibility is a very attract- 
ive quality, becaufe it proceeds from the 
foul: fufceptibility is a very difaoreeable 
defect, becaufe felf-love alone is the caufe 
of it. I with you to refle% on the nature 
of fufceptibility, in what it confifts, how it 
difcovers itfelf, what are the inconveni- 
ences which refule from it in our inter- 
courfe with others, and to write a defini- 
tion of it. When your brothei’s health 
is eftablifhed, we will compofe together, 
as 1 have promifed you. You have fo 
excellent a heart, my dear child, and fo 
much firmnefs of character, that it will be 
very eafy for you to correct your faults. 
You ought to apply yourfelf to this with 
the utmoft ardour; for what will the moft 
{plendid talents and the moft perfect 
knowledge avail you, without the immu- 

table principles of virtue ? 
The Duke de Chartres requefted me to 
fend a fupply of wood to Fontaines, one of 
his 
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his coachmen who has had the misfortune 
to break his leg. I am pleafed with this 
new proof of goodnefs in the prince: the 
requeft was cheerfully granted, and I have 
fent befide, on the part of the princes, a 
gratuity of two hundred francs to this poor 
man. I muft add, that if the accident had 
happened while he was diiving your car- 
liage, or while he was employed in any of 
the duties of his {tatton, you ought to have 
made him a much more liberal compen- 
{ation : but the propriety of this you will 
both feel equally with myfelf. 

I ought to obferve in this place, that 
Madame, who firft read the account of 
what the Duke de Chartres had difclofed 
to me refpecting the Abbé Guyot, was of 
opinion that he could by no means retain 
his place, and that it was due to her chil- 
dren to punifh fuch an example of perfidy. 
I requefted her to take the Journal to Fon- 
tainebleau, and confule Monfeigneur upon 
the fubject ; but he returned before fhe had 
an opportunity of {peaking to him. I re- 
lated to him the fact, and exprefled my 

with 
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with that the Abbé mighr not be difmiffed. 
He afked me what the Duchefs d’Orleans 
thought of the proceeding; I taformed 
him, and he replied that he was of the fame 
opinion: the Abbé Guyot was accordingly 
difmiffed. 

The Duke de Montpenfier has given 
me his definition of /u/ceptidility, which is 
entitled to commendation; but he has not 
been fufficiently minute. To exprefs our- 
felves about trifles in a multiplicity of 
words, and to difcufs in a dry and laconical 
manner things upon which we ought to ex- 
patiate, are in general proofs of a fhallow 
underftanding and a want of reflection ; 
and this is commonly the fault of the Duke 
de Chartres. When he fhall exert more 
thought he will difplay a fuperior mind 
and a more lively imagination. I will 
write myfelf very fhortly a definition of 
fufceptibility in this journal. 





Sunday, 26 November 1786. 
"THE Duke de Chartres was prefented 
to-day. 
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to-day. He conducted himfelf with the 
utmoft propriety. His anfwers to the 
queftions which were put to him, were 
modeft, unembarraffed, and happy. He 
obferved very exactly every thing I had 
told him. At his age docility and a defire 
to pleafe are {ure of fucceeding. M. de 
Gouvernet is a man of ftrong mind, of in- 
formation, and of elevated fentiments and 
manners: embiace every opportunity of 
converfing with him; he will I am fure be 
furprifed to find you poffeffed of fo much 
knowledge and good fenfe. In fhort talk 
more at all times : loquacity 1s infupport- 
able ; but it is only by a fondnefs for con- 
verfation that we can be fuccefsful im the 
world, or pafs for men of fenfe—When my 
aunt told you the ftory of the box of ca- 
Jours, you did not at all intereft yourfelves 
in it, and fcarcely gave yourfelves the trou- 
ble to hear it. You ought, on the contrary, 
to have hftened in this cafe with attention, 
to have entered into her fentiments, and te 
have made fome fhort obfervations on what 
fhe faid. Be lefs inanimate, lefs cold, and 

join 
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join more in converfation. You were defi- 
rous of accompanying mre in this vifit, and 
you behaved with the greateft indifference 
and uneoncern. Be more mindful of your 
promifes, and afford me the fatisfaction of 
feeing you what you ought to be, after fo 
much advice and inftrudction. 


ey ee ee, 


5 December 1786. 
J HAVE been indifpofed ; but you have 
come to me regularly, and your ftudies 
have been continued. Two days excepted, 
every thing has been well; but I obferved 
to-day that the Duke de Chartres relapfed 
into his former indolence. He has pro- 
mifed that it fhall be the laft time: we thall 
en Se a ee ee: ee ee 


10 December 1786. 


SINCE the ffth, T have been perfectly 
fatishied with the Duke de Chartres. The 
Duke de Montpenfier has affected to be 
sll, and has kept his.chamber. To-day 
he returned to his ftudies, He has inge- 

nuoufly 
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mnuoufly acknowledged that he was not ill, 
and that the pleafure of dining every day 
with Madame, and of doing nothing, in- 
duced him to make this pretence, which 
is very blameable: all artifice indeed is 
extremely reprehenfible. The Duke de 
Montpenfier has fo much natural candour, 
that we have overlooked this fault ; but if 
he ever 'practife it a fecond time, we fhall 
be lefs indulgent. Befide, Madame has 
refolved, when her children are indifpofed, 
that they fhall in future never dine with 
her, but fhall be kept to their apartments, 
fhall obferve a ftri€l courfe of diet, and 
thall fee nobody. ‘Now and then, exclu- 
five of our Monday dinners, when I fhall 
have been perfectly fatisfied with your 
ftudies, I will obtain for you the recom- 
penfe of dining at the houfe of Madame; 
but this 1s an extraordinary favour which 
can only be merited by ccnftant appli. 
cation. —-M. Lebrun has again informed 
me that the princes, particularly the Duke 
de Montpenfier, are too much occupied 
about their drefs, their buttons and other 

ornaments, 
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omaments. This attention would be ri- 
diculous in a weman ; in a man it is con- 
temptibJe. Their bills are alfo much more 
extravagant than they ought to be. Since 
then the princes abufe in every way the 
permiffion I have granted them, of 
making their own purchafes without con- 
fulting me, I fhall for the prefent withdraw 
this permiffion; and I therefore forbid them 
to purchafe, directly or indirectly, any 
thing whatever, without my previous con- 
fent; and I fhall lay an injun@icn upon 
their people to execute no commiffions of 
this kind without an order from me or M. 
Lebrun. When they are become more 
reafonable, and I perceive nothing in their 
conduct that is frivolous or effeminate, 
their liberty in this refpect thall be reftored 
to them. 
$ January 1787. 

My heart has received fo terrible a 
fhock, that I have been unable to continue 
this journal. You may derive, my chil- 
dren, from my misfortune, great and ufe- 

6 ful 
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ful leffons. You have feen, and had you 
lived in the world the example would have 
been more ftriking to you, how much the 
union of virtue, goodnefs, talents and 
youth, creates elteem and love. The per- 
fon whofe death I fhall ever lament, has 
been univerfally regretted, and in a way 
the molt affectionate and the moft honour- 
able to her memory. Though the poffeffed 
every accomplifhment that could excite 
envy, every body loved her, becaufe fhe 
vas virtuous and good. The reputation. 
fhe has left behind her ought to be flatter- 
ing to my pupils. Remember that fhe 
became thus virtuous and irreproachable 
by following my counfels, and becaufe 
fhe entertained the moft elevated fentt- 
ments of religion. In me you fee an ex- 
ample of the confolations it can infpire. 
It is certain that without religion, which 
affures me that this dear child is perfectly 
and for ever happy, without religion, which 
enjoins acquiefcence and refignation, I 
could never have fupported this calamity. 
In fhort, you may learn from this event 

the 
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the extreme frailty of human life; that 
youth, health, ftrengih, beauty cannot en- 
{ure its duration. It is neceflary there- 
fore that we fhould be always ready to re- 
fign it into the hands of him who has 
created us. My children fhould endea- 
vour to afford me fome confolation: I have 
great need of ir. They oughr to be touched 
with the fentiment which leads me to re- 
fume my leffons, and to fupprefs my grief, 
that I might be ufeful to them; but this 
-gtief will ever find a place in my heart. 
Recompenfe then my courage and my 
cares by redoubling your application : 
when I make fo many efforts for you, do 
fomething in return for your unhappy 
friend. Your hearts are grateful and 
good; and I am certain that the idea will 
have con‘iderable influence over you. 


* . » . * e ® s e @ 


18 Fanuary 1787. 

THE Duchefs d’Orleans tells me that 
the Duke de Chartres ate the other day 
7 half 
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half a honeycomb which I requefted him 
to take to her. May I afk his highnefs 
what name we fhould give to fuch practices 
at his age f—I have another obfervauon te 
make to the Duke de Chartres refpecting 
a circumflance which has ftruck me, be- 
caule it difcovers in him awant of grati- 
tude and of penetration. Mademorfelle 
de Bruhant faid yefterday that fhe believed 
me to have great command of myfelf, 
Without being afked your opinion, you 
replied that 1 had not too much of this. 
You meaned to fay that my temper was 
warm, and that J difc veredit. Had this 
been true, was it becoming in you to en- 
deavour to expofe a fault which my friend 
believed me not to poffefs ? If, when 1 was 
piefent, any perfon fhould afcribe to youa 
good quality, which you had not, you 
would think it unkind in me to attempt to 
deftroy this opinion: in the mean time 
I thould be lefs unjuft than you, becaufe 
you owe me a great many obligations, and 
I owe you none. I know that the Abbé 
Guyot has ofien repeated to you that I am 

VOL, I. F bafty, 
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but if you were capatle of reflection and 
could judge for yourfelf,; you would per- 
ceive that this pretended warmth was the 
character of my phyfognomy only, and 
of certain manners which are natural to 
me, and not of my mind, and that it if 
impoffible to difplay more mildnefs, for- 
b-arance and Jenity. At this moment in 
patticular you ought to have a lively fenfe 
of the command I have of myfelf; fince, 
for the fake of your inftruction, I have fo 
guickly refumed our Jong and fatiguing 
leflors and extracts, at a time too when my 
health is fo deranged that bleeding has 
been prefcribed, and 1am obliged during 
the night to have the attendance of a nurfe. 
Such is my conduét, and yet you fay that 
Jam not miffrefs of mvfeif. This extreme 
ingratitude is of little confequence to me: 
my cares are puie and difinterefted as my 
heart; I expect nothing from men; Itt is 
not for any earthly reward that I labour ; 
but your happinefs 1s dear to me, and it 
grieves me to reflect that, if you preferve 

4 this 
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this unthinking and ungrateful character, 
you will never be loved and never deferve 
to be loved*. 


20 Fanuary 178%. 
SINCE the thirteenth of this month, 
you have both behaved remarkably well. 
The Duke de Chartres has had various 
converfations with me, in which he has 
evinced a found judgment and great fenfi- 
bility. All the faults with which he is 
chargeable proceed from want of reflec- 
tion, for he abounds in good fenfe, and 
has an excellent heart. J conjuie him 
therefore to reflect more: it is a habit in- 
difpenfably neceflary, particularly in him. 


26 Fanuary 1787. 
THis morning the Duke de Mont- 


* There is a great deal of bitternefs in thefe re- 
proaches for a word fpoken in yeft; but I was unhappy 
and indifpofed, and of confequence eafily irsitated, and 
L always expreffed myfelf to my pupils as I felt at the 
moment. 

F 2 penfier, 
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penfier, after returning from the Academy, 
inftead of coming to my apartment, amufed 
himfelf for nearly half an hour in the an- 
tichamber, though he knew that Monfet- 
gneur and Madame were with me. ‘I told 
him my fentiments of his condudét, but he 
made no reply. This afternoon he ex- 
prefled his regret for his fault. He ought 
to have done this at the moment: ap 
offence 1s aggravated when we delay as 
long as we can to repair 1t.—T his evening 
the Duke de Chartres fet his Lair on fire. 
His brother haftened to his fuccour, aud 
exuincuhed the flame ; but uttering at the 
iame tine two or three petty fhrieks. Thefe 
cries are ufelefs, and give an air of effemi- 
nacy that, in a man, 1s very contemptible. 
We fhould apply inftant fuccour, and do 
every thing which the danger demaads, 
but we fhould always avoid thefe puerile 
demonttiations of terror. 


3 February 1787. 
THE Journal of M. Lebrun complains 
of 
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of commiffions given to your valets: I ab- 
folutely forbid thefe commiMfons during 
your leffons.. .. The princes received ina 
very ungracious manne) the phvfician whom 
M. Saiffert introduced to them. They 
ought to have afked him fome queftions 
about his book, what was its general plan, 
and of what fubyects it treated. The firit 
time that the princes do not receive in a 
becoming manner the peifons who fhall be 
prefented to them, I wall inflict on them 
fome penance. 


a ¢ eo 2 e * e t e e ° e s e 


Q February 1787. 
~ +++ + NOTHING can be a greater 
proof of a little mind, than the fixing our 
attention upon the abfurdities and defects 
of others, without obferving what is efti- 
mable, diftinguifhed, and virtuous in their 
chatacters. On the contrary we fhould 
make it our ftudy to difcover merit; for 
the beft proof that we poffefs it ourfelves, 
is the knowing how to diftinguifh, honour 
and applaud it in others. 

F 3 I HAVE 
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10 February 1987, 
I HAVE been obliged to tell the Duke 
di: Chartres that he ought to have made 
enquines refpecting the health ot M#*4*, 
who was il, and who has apartments in the 
Palais Royal. Wall there never be an end 
fo my tuk of reminding you of the duties 
of fiicndfhip, of gratitude and of common 
civality ? 


e * . a ry ) e e * . « td . q 


Tuefday, 1 March 1-87. 
~.. eee LHE morning was a very 
reprehenfible one as to the Duke de 
Charnes, who relapfed into his oki habit 
of indolence, of which M. Lebrun makes 
heavy complaints. To the language leffons, 
particularly the Itahan and Englith, ke 
paid no attention. J give you notice thar 
there will be no more going to the play, 
ill 1 fhall perceive an unwearied applica- 
tion, and an activity equal to your prefent 
indolence. It is not juft that I fhould be 

ever 
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ever attentive to the pleafures of thofe who 
fo badly requite my cares. 


PRE ER efecetepes ceeeregeee eee 


10 Afarch 1787. 
In general the princes have behaved very 
weil, particularly the Duke de Chartres, 
who has difplayed an air of vivacity and 
animation that makes him charming. M. 
Lebrun full couplimns of the difpofition of 
the Due de Montpenfier, who pouts and is 
out of humour upon the moff trivial occa- 
fion, and who would have every thing fub- 
fervient to his minutefl will, J forewarn 
lim that the next time I hear a complaint 
of this kind, I will punifh him very fe- 
VEICIV. go ew 


15 March 1787.6 

"THE Duke de Chartres diftharges every 
duty with zeal and pleafuie, and I have 
nothing but encomiums to beftow on him, 
T am diffatished with his brother, and he 
fall not accompany me on Saturday 
Fo4 ta 
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to breakfaft at the houfe of Madame de 
Bouflers, . . « « « 


19 Afurcsé 1°87, 
I CANNOT beftow too manv praifes on 
the Duke de Chartres for his gentlenefs, 
lis application, his fincerity, lus polite 
and engaging manneis, and the whole of 
his condu@t. The Duke de Montnenfer 
has behaved wel! enoneh in general, ex- 
cept fome inftances of petvlance which 
are very reprehenfible. If he difplay ary 
more of them, I fhall be obliged to puniih 
him with the utmoft ngour. In his beha- 
viour to me he is uniformly mild and fub- 
miffive; and I therefore truft that my ad- 
monitions and entreaties will have fo much 
influence with him as to fuperfede the ne- 
cefiity of punifhments, which it would be 
very painful to me to employ. 


4 May 1787. 
THE behaviour of the princes has for 
fome 
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forme days been irreproachable. . . . . 


Saint Leu, 14 May 1987. 

My health and our occupations have not 
permitted me to continue the Journal, 
which I now refume for the fake of re- 
lating that, on the evening of the fifth, the 
Duke de Chartres informed me, without 
my queftioning him in any fort, that M. 
Lebrun, refpecting fome arrangement 
which I had made for the princes, had 
told him that had the affair been left to 
him, he would have managed it much 
better. The Duke de Chartres added 
that, after the affair of the Abbé Guyot, 
he fhould never hear the {malleft animad- 
verfion on my conduct, from his preceptors; 
without informing me of it. I applauded 
his motive: I added, that this incon- 
gruity of M. Lebrun appeared to me a 
circumftance lithe worthy of attention ; 
but that, to avoid a repetition of it and to 
preferve the moft perfect candour, it was 
F 5 neceflary 
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neceffary he fhould be informed that the 
Duke de Chartres had related it to me: 
the Duke undertook to inform him, and 
executed his purpofe with confiderable 
firmnefs. M. Lebrun has ipoken of it 
in perfon to me and in his Journal, and 
he acknowledges the exact truth of what 
the Duke de Chartres had told me. I 
ought to repeat in this place, tnat, after 
the cruel adventure of the Abbé Guyot, 
my child has a¢ted upon this occafion with 
perfect propriety ; but that, withour this 
circumftance, he fhould have contented 
himfelf with putting a ftop to the conver- 
fation of M. Lebrun, and not have men- 
tioned it tome. When you hear in com- 
pany the perfons whom you are bound to 
love fpoken flightingly of, you ought not 
patiently to fuffer it; you ought to thew 
‘your difpleafure, but you thould never 
repeat fuch converfations to the party 
accufed, nor indeed to any perfon what- 
ever: otherwife you will be the occafion 
of a thoufand diffenfions, and will obtain 
for yourfelf a very i name: There is but 

one 
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one exception to this rule, and that ts 
when the honour of the perfon whom we 
love is attacked by calumnies, from which, 
if informed of them, he may be able to 
exculpate himfelf; but if he cannot do 
this, we afflict him to no purpofe by the 
information, and we ought to be filent. 
As I have perfeé& confidence in yor, and 
as | am fure, not only that thofe who 
{peak evil of me will be unable to con- 
vince you, but alfo that you will never 
filently endure this, any more than your 
brother, 1 commit equally to you both the 
care of defending me. I rely upon you 
without the {mallett apprehenfion, efteeme 
ing you fufficiently to know that you will 
act with fervour and zeal, and in fuch a 
manner that no one will ever dare to make 
before you a fecond attempt upon my 
character. I requeft you however to avoid 
the mentioning to me in future any thing 
that may be faid of this nature, fuppofing 
fuch 4 thing to happen again, which I do 
nos believe. I feel great pleafure in giving 
to my dear young friends a proof of my. 

F 6 confidence 
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confidence and efteem, and I am perfuaded 
that it will make an impreffion on them, 
and that they will in every way merit it. 


oe 8 ee wo 27 Saas 1788. 
oe & oS wx “IN all cafes, men, and 
particularly princes, make a great rifk and 
difgrace themfelves when they employ 
towards others injurious expreffions: it is 
always wrong to give people to underftand 
that you think them ftupid and dull, but 
it 1s unpardonable in plain terms to tell 
them fo. Such difcourfe is of little con- 
fequence im the mouth of a woman ; but in 
that of a man, and particularly of a prince, 
it 18 fhocking and unpardonable. Vile 
flatterers will laugh, but every man of fenfe 
and honefty will regard the prince who 
fhould practife it, as grofs, unfceling, and 
devoid of underftanding. As I know the 
Duke de Montpenfier to poffefs an excel- 
lent underftanding and heart, I flatter my- 
felf that thefe reflections will have their 
weight with him. In returning from Raines 

ke 
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he fell afleep : he would have been much 
more amiable if he had talked to the ladies 
who were in the carriage. At all times he 
has too little defire to pleafe, though he 
has a thoufand opportunities of fucceeding 
and of making himfelf loved. 





1 February 1788, 


» » THE princes are not fuf- 
ficiently polite to their teachers. —They 
ought this evening to have detained for a 
moment M. and Madame de Chatelux, 
to have fhewn them fome marks of friend- 
fhip, and to have made a thoufand en- 
quiries refpeting the Duke and Duchefs 
d’Orleans *. 


» February 1 788, 

. . . M. LEBRUN complains 

in his Journal that you {peak rudely to your 
valets. 1 very ferioufly requeft that this 
may not happen again. The Duke de 


* Who were a Rainci. 
Montpenfier 
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Montpenfier fhould refleé& that the beft 
way of qualifying himfelf for the firft rank 
of fociety, is by the conftant exercife of 
civility and kindnefs. 


25 February 1788. 

WITH the preceding days I have no 
fault to find. But the Duke de Caartres 
has written to-day a very paltry letter to 
the Duke d’Orleans, full of abfurd repeti- 
tions, and very dull befide. It concludes 
with affuring him of his frtendfhrp. I have 
told the prince a thoufand times that we 
never employ this expreffion but to our 
equals; and that towards a father, befide 
being too familiar, it is too weak. We 
fay in this cnfe, that we efeem and love lim, 
we affure him of our affection, but we never 
{peak of frieadfhip towards a perfon to 
whom we owe the utmoft refpect and ten- 
dernefs. I am obliged to be always repeat- 
ing to you the fame things. When will 
you 
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you have a juft idea of the decorums of 
life ? 

You ought, both of you, now that you 
fee Monfeigneur and Madame but once a 
week, to afk leave to write to them regu- 
Jarly in the intervals. But you think of 
nothing yourfelves, and it is neceflary to 
prompt you in every thing. 


10 March 1788, 


WeE have added to other exercifes that 
of climbing a rope faftened to the ceiling, 
The Duke de Chartres fucceeds beft; in 
the mean ume the two princes and Cefar 
climb to the extent of the rope. 


e « Ld e a e ° * 


eGR a eS A 


31 March 1788. 


» e e s e ° e e a « ® e e 


THe Duke de Montpenfier has formed 
a connection at Spa, an: dis careful to main- 


tain, it: though he does not fee M. de 
Romanfoff, 
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Romanfoff, he is mindful of him and in- 
terefts himfelf warmly in every thing that 
concerns him. The letters which he writes 
to him are charming- . . . . .« « 

The other day the Duke de Chartres 
afked fomething of me on the part of 
M***; I was bufy and returned an abrupt 
anfwer, which the Duke repeated to him 
word for word, inftead of expreffing the 
fenfe of it in the moft polite terms, which 
any other perfon would have done in his 
place. If he does thefe things in his inter« 
courfe with mankind, he will be regarded as 
totally devoid both of good nature and 
good fenfe. Such conduct is very un- 
amiable. 





11 May, the day of Pentecof, and of 
the to Ba ifm of my dear children. 


°. ® e e . * e e a ® 


Te Duke de Chartres purchafing lately 
fome fancy waittcoats was defirous, with- 
out 
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out any decent pretext, of giving one to 
a perfon of fome rank in life, which I pre- 
vented. To excufe our making a trifling 
prefent to fuch a perfon, it is neceffary that 
the occafion be a graceful one; as for ex- 
ample, his having praifed a thing which he 
did 1.ot Know how to procure, otherwife our 
politeneis 1s mifapplied and abfurd. . . 
Yefterday I conducted vou, never more 
to behold fuch a fpectacle, to a bear fight, 
in which the animal was torn to pieces by 
dogs. I faw with pleafure your indigna- 
tion, and particularly the energetic feelings 
of the Duke de Montpenfier, at the cruelty 
and daftardlinefs of this combat, which is 
extremely unequal. 

The Duke de Chartres, of bis own accord, 
{poke to me of a nofegay woman who had, 
out of charity, taken a little orphan girl 
under her care. The prince defired me to 
do fomething for this woman, who is poor, 
and we agreed that he fhould give her 
twelve francs a month. 


+ 


THE 
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16 May 1~88, 
Tue preceding days have been tole- 
rable-—In the diftiibution of their fwect- 
meats #4 the princes forgot Madame Def- 
rois and M. Rochambault, which 1s totally 
inexcufable. J was very for,y for this 
omiffion, and have made them repaurr it. 
Se OS a ee a 


ee eee eee ee 


Saint Leu, 26 May 1788. 
On my arrival here, a few days fince, I 
had a charming converfation with you 
both, in which you affured me, without 
my faying any thing upca the fubjec, 
that it was your wifh, and that you would 
afk leave, to continue with me at Icaft fix 
months longer than the allotted period, that 
is, ull you fhall be refpeciively feventeen 
years and a half old. This defire ts 
honourable both to your underftanding 
and your hearts, and has affected me ina 
very fenfible manner. 


* Guyen on fuch anniverfaries as that of Baptifm. 
DEFINITION 
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DEFINITION OF SUSCEPTIBILITY. 


é\ SUSCEPTIBLE or irritable perfon is 
he who readily takes offence, and 1s angry 
without caufe or for the mereft trifle. He 
receives a jeft ungracioufly, replies to it in 
a ferious or petulant tone, and cannot brook 
the flighteft and moft innocent pleafantry. 
When he wifhesto conceal his refentment, 
he blufhes and is embarraited, which gives 
him a very awkward and filly appearance, 
But he commonly expreffes his anger 
openly, or he fulks and pouts in filence. 
Jf any peifons whifper or {mile in company, 
he conceives that they are talking of, or 
Jaughing at him. He always puts an ill 
conf{truction on a word, a nod, a fmile, a 
look which he does not underftand. If 
his friend fhew any littie mark of prefer- 
ence to another, he is offended; he 
withes to engrofs upon all occafions every 
kind of civilicy to himfelf; a tnfling in- 
fiance of forgetfulnefs, of inattention, of 
want of peluends, he confiders as in- 

fults, 
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fulis, anc rey excite his 1! humour and 
refentraent. If we do not return him 
vilit for vifit, or anfwer with punctuality 
every letter, he 1s prqued and gives himfelf 
ais. In thort, jealous with his friends, cap- 
tiousin fociety, he wearies and torments 
thofe whem he loves, and difgufts every 
other perfon. He can never be amiable in 
fociety, wherehe is fure to introduce afpe- 
rity, tll humour, reproaches, quarrels, and 
conftraint. No character can be more dif- 
agreeable than this, and it 1s commonly 
the portion of a very moderate underfland- 
ing andanarrowfoul . . . .. . 


e a s e s 2 td] a « * a » * w 


28 May 1788. 

» » « » M. LEBRUN pjuflly com- 
plains of the joy you exprefled yefterday 
upon feeing a dinner which you liked. 
You are really too old for this, and fhould 
referve your exulcations for things of ge- 
nuine worth. There are many perfons 
who, from a defective education and want 
of thought, imagine that they do a very 
polite 
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polite thing in proclaiming their gluttony: 
but I would have my children confider that, 
in the eyes of every rational being, nothing 
can be more abfurd than to boaft of any 
fort of vice. If we are fo unfortunate as to 
have contracted a vicious habit, there is at 
leaft no neceffity of adding to it the filly 
weaknefs of feeming to regard it as a fource 
OF Vanity, « 2 4. o @ &.@ a 


- Jam continually aftonifhed 
to find, after all the pains that are beltowed 
upon you, how very deficient you are in 
politenefs. Be affured however that no 
accomplifhment can be more noble, and 
that the want of it is a proof of a grofs and 
uncultivated mind. With the education 
you will have received, what will the world 
think of you, not only if you are not polite, 
but if you are not eminently fo, fuperior in 
this refpect to other men ?—-—M. Lebrun 
charges the Duke de Montpenfier with hav- 
ing had the indifcretion to read part of a 
letter written by the Duke de Chartres, 
and the rudenefs to tell him that 1 was 
very fupid, This is not the firft time that 
the Duke de Montpenfier has made ufe of 

uncivil 


118 Leffons of a Governefs 


uncivil expreffions to his brother : for the 
next fault of this kind he fhall be punifhed 
very feverely——-M. Lebrun accufes him 
alfo of faying at table, when 1 was not pre- 
fent, fome dirty things, a {pecies of plea- 
fancry that is at all times ignoble, and par- 
ticularly unpardonable at meals, M. Le- 
brun adds, that the Duke de Montpenfier 
makes too frequent attempts at wit in order 
to excite a laugh. Such attempts ae com- 
monly ridiculous and deprive the mind of 
all tiue nobility. The Duke de Montpen- 
fier is naturally pofieffed of dignity and 
tafte; he will feel, I truft, that the part of 
a buffoon 1s not fuited to his chaiacter, and 
will not confound the fprightly fallies of 
the mind with the grofs and noify mirth of 
bad company, or of perfons alike deftitute 
both of delicacy and of fenfe. —The Duchefs 
d’Orleans arrived here yefterday after a 
fortnight’s abfence, and you both left her 
and walked in the garden. There will 
be a great deal of company here to-morrow: 
T entreat you to think of this, and to take 
care. that you conduct yourfelves properly. 


I fhall keep a firict eye upon you, and you 
will 
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will afford me the greateft pleafure if you 
are polite and amiable. 


iments GREY eT 


13 Fune 1788. 

WE have made a very pleafant excurfion 
to La Trappe, during which I was perfectly 
fatisied with you. You have been almoft 
equally faultlefs fince our return.—M. Le- 
brun accufes the princesin his Journal of not 
having had the civility a few days ago to 
offer Pamela any of the ftrawbenues which 
they gathered for their breakfaft. Is it pof- 
fible that at your age you fhould be fodevoid 
of politenefs, and fhould derive more pleafure 
from the felfith gratification of eating ftraw- 
berries, than from an act of kindnefs and 
civility ? Quit thefe vulgar practices which 
place you below your age, and which are 
fo little compatible with graceful manners 
and an elevated mind. M. Lebrun 
farther complains that whenever he re- 
proves the princes for any fault, they al- 
ways make fome reply: it is time that this 
fhould have an end; the next indecorum 
of this kind fhall be punifhed with the ut- 
moft 
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been defirous of curing yourfelf of luxu- 
rious habits, and have therefore flept upon 
# {mall mat placed on the foor. Your beds 
and your mattreffes are laid afide, and you 
are perfectly reconciled to this change. 1 
conpratulate you : there is no greater proof 
of manlinefs than to defpife every fenfual 
indulgence. By this conduct you afford 
me the greateft pleafure, and I cannot toa 
much applaud you. 
Paris, 22 OGober 1786. 
M. De Chatelux has been ill for this fort- 
night, and you have never thought of 
fending to enquire how he did, which is- 
truly fhameful. J am for ever afking you 
the fame queftion: what claims have you 
to the attention of others? When you fee 
your moft intimate acquaintance, you have 
nothing agreeable to fay to them; when 
they are out of your fight, you never think 
of them, even though you know them to. 
be in pain and ficknefs. I requeft you to 
fend every day to make enquiries refpe&- 
ing his health, and that to-morrow in your 
VOL, 1. G way 
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VOL. I. G way 
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merit them. You will underftand that, in 
order to obtain the firft and mofft flattering 
prize, the prize of humanity and good 
humour, it will be necefflary that you 
fhould difcharge every duty of beneficence, 
friendfhip and gratitude; that you fhould 
fuffer no opportunity to efcape you of doing 
good ; that you fhould be affectionate, ob- 
ging and attentive to thofe you ought to 
love, diftinguifhed in company for good 
manners, towards the fervants for polite- 
nefs, indulgence and kindnefs, .towards 
your matters for deference and refpe&; _ 
that you fhould fay no harm of any body ; 
that you fhould never allow yourfelves in 
fatire or contempt, never contiadict, never 
be out of humour, never exprefs your- 
felves in a quick, a loud, or a fharp 
voice, with airs of imperioufnefs and im- 
pertinence, &c. The firft prize of huma- 
rity and good humour fhall be a ftandith of 
fandal-wood with my cypher, It fhall be 
furnifhed with paper, pen-knife, knives of 
other forts and crayons: it fhall have in 
the infide of the lid thefe words written in 

Gz letters 
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letters of gold: Prize of Lumantty and good 
humour. The perfon who fhall earn this 
glorious prize, fhall allo be allowed to give 
a breakfaft or a fupper to the reft, and I 
will fupply him with money fufficient for 
the liberation of two prifoners, which he 
fhall effect in perfon, and who will be in- 
debted for this happinefs to a conqueft thus 
gained over the paflions and a fuccefsful 
effort of felf-government. Iam fure thae 
this idea will alone be fufficient to excite 
my dear children, who have fo much good- 
nefs of heait, to do every thing in their 
power to deferve fo honourable and tranf- 
porting a prize. The fecond prize of 
humanity and good humour fhall be a 
tooth-pick cafe of fandal wood, mount- 
ed with gold, with a cafe of my own 
working. 2. The prize of affiduity thall 
be a handfome and large box contain- 
ing every neceflary for wiiting, for painting 
in water colours, for drawing with black 
and red lead, and working in flraw and in 
hair, together with feveial books of blank 
paper beautifully bound. At the bottom 

of 
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of the box thefe words fhall be written: 
Firft prize of affiduity, The fecond pnze 
fhall be a box of pafteboard contain- 
ing materials for wriung. 3. The firft 
prize for drawing fhall be a handfome En- 
elifh pocket-book, and 1n one of its poc- 
kets a medallion in camaieu. The fecond 
prize fhall be a beautiful box of colours 
foi painting in camaieu and in water co- 
ours. 1 muft paruculaily obferve that if 
more than one perfon appear intitled to the 
fii ft prize in any of the claffes, more than one 
firft prize fhall be given; nor could 1 poffi- 
bly have a gieater pleafure than that of giv- 
ing twenty-one. I fhall not however double 
the fecond prizes. If it fhould happen that 
the claims of different perfons appear pre- 
cifely equal, the prize muft be determined 
by drawing of lots. You are all certain that 
I fhall judge with impartiality. Befide, as the 
journals will be evidence of your conduct in 
each inftance, the decifion will be rnade from 
pofitive facts. I advile you therefore be- 
forehand to prepare your minds for it, and 
to receive it with refignation. If thofe to 

G 3 whom 
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whom the decifion may be unfavourable 
fhall acquicfce without murmuring or fhew- 
ing any figns of ill humow, they will 
prove at leaft that they are capable of juf- 
tice and generofity, and this will be confi- 
dered as fomething eftimable and virtuous, 
and will greatly contribute to the poffibility 
of their acquiring the prizes of the iollow- 
ing year, as it will be written in terms of 
the Ingheft commendation in the journals. 
Think, my children, that the obje& of your 
ambition, as to thefe prizes, fhould not be 
merely the acquifition of elegant and ufeful 
prefents, but alfo the obtaining honourable 
teftimonies of efteem and unequivocal proofs 
of your virtues and your good conduct. You 
ought therefore to affix the higheft value to 
thefe rewatds, which are emblematical of 
what will one day be your fortune when 
you fhall be fettled in life. Then honours, 
glory, the moft flattering diflrn€uons, the 
friendfhip of thofe about you, and the pub- 
lic efteem will be the recompenfe of your 
talents, your merit, and your virtues. To 
obtain however this recompenfe, it is ne- 
ceffary 
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ceffary in the mean time that you ardently 
afpire afrer and know how cto merit the 
prizes that are now held up to your am- 
bition. 


24 Ofober 1988. 
AN excellent day. The inflitution of prizes 


has excited your gratitude and other fent- 
ments which charm me. I fhall add to them 
a fourth prize for /elf-demal. If, counting 
fiom the twenty-fifth of the prefent month 
tu the eighth of November inclufive, you 
fhall conduct yourfelves us you have done for 
thefe five days paft, I will give you an ad- 
ditional day of relaxation feparate from our 
Sundays, Mondays and Fridays*. You fhall 
draw lots among yourfelves, and the perfon 
who fhall bave the fortunate ticket, fhall 
determine where we are to go and what we 
are to fee. The hours for this excurfion 
fhall be from one o’clock to five. We 


* They dined every Sunday with Madame d’Orle- 
ans, and on the other two days we went to fee fome 
manufacturies or monuments. 


G 4 will 
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will dine on the road ; anc the perfon male 
or female, to wnom the Jot has fallen, thal! 
controul the dinner and do the honours of 
the feaft. In the choice of piace and as to 
every thing elfe, the gentlemen I am fure 
will have the complaifance to confult the 
ladies, and wil embrace this opportunity 
of difplaying a fpirit of accommodation 
and a defire to pleafe. J fhall avoid the leaft 
interference, and fhall acquiefce in what- 
ever the childien fhall agree upon among 
themielves. It ts needlefs to fay, that any 
inftance of ill behaviour, and particulaily 
a want of civility and good nature will 
exclude the perfon chargeable with it from 
this charming party. Wewilltake this re- 
creation once every fortnight. 


39 Offober 1788, 

ALL the chit dren yefterday, wath the ex- 
ception of the Duke de Chartres and Ma- 
demoifelle, indulged themfelves at dinner 
in loud laughs and other difagreeable man- 
ners which I have exprefsly forbidden. 
This is a fpecies of difobedience, which, 
if 
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if repeated, I fhall certainly punith— Yet. 
terday Mademoifelle faid, of her own accord, 
an additional prayer diftiné& from thofe 
which fhe confiders as daily incumbent on 
her: this is very commendable, piety being 
a pledge of every other virtue. 





31 Odtober 1788. 
"THE Duke de Chartres wrote me chis 
morning a very enchanting letter. The 
following paflage is heerally copied from 
it: the original I fhall all my life preferve 
asa treafure dear to my heart, * Till my 
“ education 1s finifhed, that is ull the firft 
‘‘of Apri! 1791, / fhall avoid every ex- 
‘* nenfive pleafure, and devote the whole of 
‘¢ my pocket-money to acts of beneficence. 
‘< T entreat you to receive, in this refpect, 
“my moft facred word of honour. On 
“the firft of every month we will deter- 
** mine to what ule the money fhall be ap- 
« plied. J could with the affair to reft 
‘‘ with ourfelves; but you are well affured 
‘that all my fecrets are and ever will be 
“ yours, to do with them as you pleafe.” 
G 5 Since 
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Since you leave it to my option, it is juft 
that I fhould infert it in this journal, where 
Ewrite without fcruple all your faults. It 
Is juft that I fhould record fo virtuous an 
example. When youdo ul, I blame you 
without referve ; when you do well, I am 
equally free in praiiing you: I tell you, on 
all oceafions, the fimple and exact truth, 
I think ic my duty then to declare to the 
Duke de Chaitres that his chara¢ver has 
prodigioufly improved within a year. He 
was born good, but he ts enlightened and 
virtuous by acquifiion. He has nothing 
of the frivoloufnefs of his age ; he cordiatly 
defpifes all the pucrile vanities which fo 
generally engrofs the attention of young 
people, as finerv, jewels, trinkets of every 
kind, drefs, and a defire of being the firlt 
to adopt a new fafhion. He has no 
attachment to money, he is pertectly dif- 
interefted, he hares pride and 1s confe- 
quently of a noble difpofiiion. In fhort, 
he poileffes an excellent heart, a quality 
that is common to all of you, and which, 
with reflection, may be productive of every 

other 
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other virtue. The Duke de Montpenfier 
is Jefs exempt from frivolous and fantaftic 
defires, he 1s lefs mild, lefs eafy to manage; 
but then he is younger. He has a natural 
love and admiration of every thing that is 
honeft, and juftice and integuity are ftriking 
features in his character. He poffetfes 
confiderable delicacy of fentiment and a 
very lively imagination. His chief defect 
is the not knowing how to moderate and 
direct his vanity, it frequently fixes upon 
ti‘fles, the tendency of which 1s to contract 
the underflanding. When he fhall cure 
hinfelf of cys fault, he wall readily acquire 
every quality in which he is deficient. He 
will no longer be uritable , he will ceafe to 
Jangh at a thoufand puciilities in which 
there is neither good nor harm; and he 
will be lefs attentive to the different ar- 
ticles of drefs. But J am {peaking only of 
the paft; and, as may be feen from this 
journal, fince the infltution of the prizes I 
have not the leaft fault to find with his cha- 


racter or his conduct. 


MADE- 


o 
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The fame day. 
MADEMOISELLE, of ber own accord, 
perfoimed this morning an act of piety and 
felf-denial to which fhe was not at all 
obliged. I ought alfo to obferve in gene- 
ral, that fhe ts conftantly noble and bene- 
ficent; that the is incapable of envy, jea- 
Joufy, or ill will; that fhe has a perfect 
equality of temper, and the moit com- 
paMionate and grateful heart. But fhe 
has a propenfity to laugh and prattle* ; fhe 
is fufceptible, and weeps with extreme faci- 
lity. 1 am fure fhe will corrgét herfelf of 
thefe faults and abftrdities, and fince the 
inftitution of prizes } have feen in her no- 
thing reprehenfible in this refpect, 


a s oe * a e e td e e * s e e 


1 November 1788, 
I HAVE difcovered that, for many months 


* 'Thefe faults arc common to all children naturally 
cheerful and communicative; but they are eafily cured 
of them when their hearts are good and they arc not 
deficacnt in underflanding, 


paft, 


to ber Pupils. 53 
paft, the Duke de Montpenfier has taken 


care of a poor woman, and with a minute 
attention, a fenfibility and fecrecy that ren- 
der the ation charming. He wifhes to 
pay her a vific, I fhall accompany him.—k 
have forgotten to write in our journal, that 
afew days fince we went to fee another poor 
woman whom the humanity of the princes 
and of Mademorfelle had extricated from the 


moft deplorable mifery*. 
MADE- 


* It was fad cizhtcen months ago, and has been a 
thoufand times repeated in the journals inimical to the 
Revolution and in other hbellous publications, that 
‘© i took my pupils to the houfes of the poor and the 
‘‘ workfhops of the manufaéturers merely to flatter and 
‘‘ feduce the people, whom in my heart I defpifed.”” It 
is tu fhew the abfurdity of this accufation that I cite 
fo many iniftances of fuch vifits of an early date, and 
at a time when it was impoflible to forefee the revolue 
tion which has given fo much importance to the efteem 
and regard of the people. The journal kept by M. 
Lebrun agrees perfe€tly with mine as to thefe facts and 
their dates; and befide none of thefe vifits are paffed 
over in filence by him, becaufe as the expence attend- 
ing them was paid by him (not choofing myfelf to have 
the trouble of it), he inferts regularly in his journal 
what was given on each of thefe occafions. For myfelf, 

I have 
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14 November 1788. 
MADEMOISELLE, of ber own accord, 


{ftudied alone upon the harp this morning 
an hour longer than I had preferibed to 


I have only recoded fuch a€tions as were perfeCtly 10- 
luntary on the part of my pupils, and have avoided fpeak- 
ing even of thofe to which they were indicAtly advifed 
by me, not thinking them worthy of recital 1 have 
not therefore mentioned the numerous wiits which we 
made to a paralytic woman whom they fupported 
for two yeais, nor numerous other wiits to fome 
poor perfuns rccommendcd to us by M. de Saint Pierre 
{author of Etudes de la Nature), nor the vifits to the 
different jails for the 1cleafe of prifoners, nor a thou- 
fand other things of this kind which were fuggefted o1 
recommended tothem by me. I muft add that, after 
the Revolution and before any libel had appeared againft 
me, I had prohibited them the pleafure of beflowing 
their alms in perfon, cleaily foicfeeing that malice 
would not fail to put an odious conftruction on thefe 
charitable actions. At the pertod of the P evolution, 
we had nearly finifhed our courfe of manufactures, only 
four remaining to be feen ; and from the month of Oc- 
tober 1789, our excurfions were meiely to fee monu- 
ments or country feats. 

her.=—= 
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her*.— The Count de Beaujollois is charm- 
ing in all refpects: he 1s not amiable by 
halves, and I have never witneffed 2 
ftronger defire of pleafing. His attach- 
ment does not confift in profeffions only ; 
there is nothing I am fure which he would 
not do to fatisfy his governefs, his friend, 
and that friend is not ungrateful. 


* Mademoifelle d’Orleans received from me her firfk 
Jeffon on the harp 2 OGober 1985, and fhe has neves 
had for this infhument any other mafter than my fclf, 
I feel the fatisfaétion of having given he a very fupe- 
riot talent, though fhe is not yet fourtecn years of age. 
She may become a better mulician, but im port of exes 
cution fhe has nothing to leain, which 1s aftonifhing when 
we confider her youth. When fhe was too young to 
fludy entucly alone,a valet who underftood fomething 
of mufic heard her repeat the leflons I taught her, that 
fhe might obferve the time; but this valet had no 
knowledge of the harp, and could not even tune this 
inftrument. She now ftudies alone. I have never paffed 
a day without giving her a leflon, and Li:ave written on 
this journal regularly che words @ good or a bad leffon ac- 
cordingly as fhe executed it. I have fuppreffed thefe 
little detatis in this publizatiot, as they were not calcu- 
lated to intereit the reader. 


Mademoi- 
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Mademoifellé and Pamela appear from 
the jou nals to be uniformly irreproachable 
as to humanity and good humour. Made- 
morfelle had three louis u her purfe, and 
fhe voluntarily gave away two this morning 
in alms which were very well chofen. I 
ought alfo to obferve that the two elder 
princes have, tince the inflitution of prizes, 
been equally faultlefs as to humanity and 
good humour, and that upon this fubject 
I have fcarcely had occafion to fay any 
thing even to the Count de Beaujoltois. 

26 November 1788. 
"THE Duke de Montpenfier was defirous, a 
few days fince, of going himfelf to the houfe 
of the poor woman whom he had taken un- 
der his protection. The queftions which 
he put to this woman, and the concern he 
fhewed for her fituation, gave him a moft 
amiable appearance. . . . 2 se 
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28 November 1788. 
FROM a motive of felf-denial you refufed 
yefterday to take tea, though you had my 
permifion. It 1s by thus accuftoming 
yourfelves to thefe little facrifices, that you 
will gradually fucceed in obtaining over 
yourfelves a complete empire. 





2 December 1488. 
I HAVE had occafion to reproach the 
Duke de Montpenfier for having ignobly 
ridiculed a perfon of the Palais Royal 
The Duke mimicked his mode of fpeak- 
ing, a pitiful fort of a jeft which may well 
be retorted upon his highnefs, who has 
himfelf a defect of pronunciation that is 
very difagreeable. It is ignominious and 
cruel to laugh at natural »mperfections. 
Ail denifion 1s blameable; but this in par- 
ticular fhews an extreme narrownefs of 
mind. 
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I HAVE 
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eee en ote 


§ December 1488, 
J HAVE faciificed to-day a reading to 
which I was invited, at the houfe of Ma- 
dame Necker, and whica I had a great de- 
fire to hear, in order to accompany you, In 
very bad weather, to fome manufactories. 
You never thought of propofing to me to 
faciifice your pleafuretomine, to whichhow- 
ever | fhould not have confented; but it was 
a fimple duty which you ought to have ob- 
ferved. 


® = e » . ra e * ° eo # e v 





25 December 1788, 
"THE Duke de Montpenfier has been in- 
difpofed for fome days, which has inter- 
rupted our readings. He has béhaved 
with perfect propirety in his apartment, and 
has applied himfelf to his ftudies when he 
has been free from fever. . . . . . 
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14 Fanuary 1789. 
"THE Duke de Montpenfier has evinced 
ah 
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an excellent heart by his condu& to Nadir, 
his negro fervant, who had contracted 
debts. His Highnefs, from a voluntary 
impulfe, gave him aj! the money which 
he had in his purfe—The Duke de Char- 
ties has relapfed into his old habit of walk- 
ing double, and practifes all his other an- 
tics, fich as playing with every thing that 
he lays hishandson. .« . .« «© © « 
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24 January 178qe 
Account of the Children at Belle Chaff, 
jince the Inftstution of Prizes.* 


HE princes rife at fix o’clock, and do 
not arrive here till noon. But I give them 
their plan of morning ftudies, and M. Le- 


* In this account I included two young ladies, whom 
I educated with Mademoifelle, and who have the happi- 
nefs to be her campanions and frieuds. I included alfo 
my nephew, at that t me an infant, and who had no 
ftudics in common with my other pupils, but dancing 
and drawing. I fhall infert in this place nothing but 
what relates to the children of M. d’Orleans. 
brun 
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brun writes in his Journal a munute ac- 
count of their procecdings during thefe in- 
tervals, which is brought me regularly. 
Al! the hours from their artival at Belle 
Chaffe till nine in the evening they pafs 
with me, except the time appiopriated to 
the academy: a journal however 1s kept 
by Mademoitelle de Rime, in which the 
mafters give an account of their diawing, 
and other leffons which pafs under my 
infpection. Befide all this, there is the 
Journal now before me, in which I write 
every thing that I conceive to be worthy 
of obfervation, whether it be matter of 
praife or blame, Thus I have a written 
and particular account of every thing the 
princes do from the inftant of their nfing 
to the moment of their going to bed; and 
can judge of their condu& from the moft 
undentable evidence, the evidence of facts. 
Ic would be tirefome to read over again all 
the journals that record thefe facts fince 
the infticution of prizes; I have therefore 
made a little fummary of them, and from 


this {ummary my judgment will be formed. 
Condust 
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es 


Condud? of the Duke de Charires, fince the 
Inftitution of Prizes, 24 Ofober. 


A CONSTANT application to draw- 
ing; and of confequence the Duke has 
made an aftonifhing progrefs in this art. 
As to his other ftudies, I have little to 
blame or commend, hiftory and geogra- 
phy excepted, in which his proficiency has 
been confiderable. In his readings with 
me he has been pleafed and interefted, and 
has reaped from them no trifling benefit, 
Yn point of good humour he has been 
irreproachable ; I would fay the fame of 
his humanity, 1f his Highnefs had not been 
frequently deficient in the attentions of 
fociety and friendfhip, duties which are 
not to be difpenfed with ; but he has been 
con{cious of his fault, has expreffed his 
forrow, and has endeavoured to repair it. 
Befide I cannot fufficiently praife his can- 
dour and fincerity ; and, fince I am obliged 
to give an account of every thing, I muft 
add that he has been uniformly charitable 

and 
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and generous; that he has difplayed no, 
unbecoming fondnefs for drefs, nothing 
frivolous, nothing effeminate, and that hus 
pure and elevated foul has been incapable 
of a fingle inftance of envy or of jealoufy. 
With refpect to politenefs he is greatly 1m- 
proved; he fpeaks better in public com- 
pany, and in private fociety he is more 
attentive, and feems to have loft that {pine 
of gofiping for which he was formerly re- 
ptehenfible. I give him the firft prize of 
humanity and good humour, obferving at 
the fame time that, as to good humour, he 
is perfectly inutled to it, and 1 fhew him 
no indulgence ; but that, as to humanity, 
It were to be wifhed that he had been a 
little more mindful of his friends, and 
anxious for their welfare. 

Refpecting their drawings the princes 
agreed to fubmit them to the examination 
of M. David and M. Gerouft, without 
afhxing their names to the performances, 
that the judgment might be wholly impar- 
tial, The fecond prize of drawing has 
been given to the Dukede Chartres. Thefe 


prizes 
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prizes were only contended for by the two 
eldeft ptinces and my nephew, whofe 
ftreneth was nearly equal; the other per- 
fons being too much inferior to them to 
engage in the competition. 

The prize of affiduity has in general 
been unmerited, though I cannot charge 
any of my pupils, the Count de Beavjollois 
excepted, with abfolute indolence; but 
to merit this prize in particular there muft 
be an aidour and perfeverance which I 
have not obferved. With refpec alfo 
to the prize of felf-denial, though there 
has been no appearance of the contrary 
vice, the Duke de Chartres has done no- 


thing that fhould give him any claim toa 
recompente. 


The Duke de Montpenfier. 
A. PERFECT application in drawing 
and an aftonifhing progrefs. His appli- 
cation in his other ftudies was alfo without 
intermiffion for the {pace of three months 


and a half, till the end of December, but 


fince 
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fince that period he has confiderably re. 
laxed, his drawing excepted. His High- 
nefs has performed many acts of humanity 
and charity that are truly laudable; his 
good humour in his intercourfe with me 
has been perfect, and in his behaviour to 
others he has been for the laft three months 
more commendable in this refpect than 
heretofore, but he is not yet what I could 
with. He is fometimes very imperious to 
his fervants, and he has ftil] a propenfity to 
detraction, to fatire and contempt. Twice 
within thefe three months has he made 
uncivil replies to M. Lebrun, which 1s to- 
tally inexcufable, as the princes owe him 
both gratitude and friendfhip for his judi- 
cious and perfevering-cares, as well as a 
profound efteem for his character and the 
example he has afforded them of every 
virtue. I muft further obferve that, to- 
wards thofe with whom his acquaintance 1s 
flight, the Duke is neither fufficiently oblig- 
ing, nor fufficiently polite ; but in general 
he is interefted for the perfons whom he 
loves, and abfence does not make him ei- 

5 ther 
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ther forget or neglect them.—The firft 
prize of humanity and good humour which 
I give to his Highnefs, is not therefore 
completely merited; but I hope that I 
fhall next year have no need to fhew him 
any indulgence 1n this refpect.— The prize 
of affiduity is deferred.—As to felf-de- 
nial, the Duke de Montpenfer has merited 
neither cenfure nor recompente. 





Mademorfelle. 


Nor enough application to the harp, 
though her improvement 1s obvious: not 
enough as to her other fludies, dancing 
and writing excepted. Not enough po- 
litenefs, but great humanity and good hu- 
mour. Striking inftances of felf-denial, 
the particulars of which are recorded in the 
journals, 1 give therefore to Mademoi- 
{elle without indulgence, as rewards per- 
feétly merited, the firft prize of humanity 
and good humotr, and the prize of felf-de- 
mal.—-Mademoitelle 1s becoming dexterous, 
and begins to exert herfelf fuccefsfully. 
VOL. I. H Tne 
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The Count de Beaujollois. 
His highnefs has an excellent heart; I 
hope therefore that he will next year merit 
fome prize; unfortunately as to the prefent 
year, it 1s impoffible to give lim one. 





Recapitulation. 


BEFORE I conclude this exact and 
faithful account, 1 would make a recapitu- 
lation, which is very fatisfactory to myfelf. 
From the fummary of the journals, I per- 
ceive that the year, which has juft clofed, 
has been the moft produtive of any fince 
the education of the princes commenced. 
All the children, with the exception of one 
only who may {till be confidered as an in 
fant, have prodigioufly improved both as 
to character and underftanding. They have 
one ineftimable virtue which 1s common to 
them all ; that of candour, fincerity, a hor- 
ror of falfehood, a deteftation of every dif- 
honeft proceeding. J may fay without ex- 

2 aggeration, 
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aggeration, that this quality cannot pofhi- 
bly exift in greater perfection. 

Another virtue common to them all is a 
lively fenfe of juftice ; they are equally in- 
capable of envy, and their emulation never 
degenerates into jealoufy. The Duke de 
Montpenfier has one peculiar excellence, 
the being naturally mindful of the perfons 
whom he loves, whether they are prefent 
or at adiftance. He joins to this a dif- 
cretion and a delicacy of feeling that are 
uncommon at his age. He has acquired 
this year an important virtue which his 
brother always poffeffed, that of liflening 
to falutary admonition and ufeful truths: 
he is at length perfuaded that the ftrongeft 
proof of attachment confifts in telling thofe 
we love of their faults and imperfections 
without difguife.——-Mademoifelle, who 
was alfo very irritable, is no longer fo, and 
can now bear the language of truth, which 
flic knows to be that of friendfhip. Ma- 
demoifelle has befide lefs propenfity to 
goffip; her mind is formed, fhe has a 
charming equality of temper, and as to 

2 her 
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her heart it will ever I hope remain what 
it is at prefent. All that I have to with 
for in her is a little more application 
to ferious ftudies, a greater talte for 
1eading, more politene{fs, and a general 
defire to pleafe.—Laftly, the Count de 
Beaujollois, the only perfon of whom I have 
to complain, poffeffes at the fame time 
the feeds of many excellent qualities: he 
has made fome pioficiency in writing; a 
{till greater in orthography, in which he 
has been inftructed by me; and he has 
learned the firft elements of various fci- 
ences.—-Thus I have, in general, reafon to 
be fatisfied, and 1 am extremely fatisfied. 
This pleafure I owe, and it 1s the dearer to 
meon that account, tothe excellent natural 
difpofition of my pupils, to the ftrong de- 
fire they fecl of meriting the affection of 
Monfeigneur and Madame, and of being 
able one day to imitate the bright example 
of their virtues. I am alfo indebted for 
this fatisfaction to the cares and inefti- 
mable zeal of M. Lebiun, M. Myris, 
M. Couppey, M. Alyon, and all the maf- 

5 ters 
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ters whom I cannot fufficiently praife for 
thei punctuality and judicious conformity 
to my views. In the department of Ma- 
demoifelle I have equal rcafon to be fatif 
ficd with Mademorelle Rime and M. 
Glaffen ; and had not the exertions of M. 
Lebrun and myfelf been thus happily fe- 
conded by the perfons I have mentioned, 
and others equally deferving of notice, 
Mefirs. Meeke, Muynozi the painter, Ga- 
Jand, Doffion riding-mafter, Biauzat, Do- 
nadieu, and in fhoit every one concerned 
in the education of the children, we fhould 
not now enjoy as we do the felicity of fee- 
ing our labours repaid by fo rich and un- 
‘expected an harveft. 


1 May 1789. 
I HAVE given to the children as an ex- 
ercife for next week, a fubject of compo- 
fition as follows: What are tie quatifida- 
tions and accomphfhments that are beft 
calculated to fecure to a young man ora 
young woman, at their entrance into the 


H 3 world, 
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world, general kindne‘s and uninterrupted 
fuccefs ? 

The queftion confifts of two parts, the 
male pupils fhall therefore anfwer it as it 
relates fo a man, and the female as it re- 
lates toa woman. I fhall require a theme 
of this nature every Saturday, written upon 
pieces of paper all of the fame form, and 
with a margin for my obfervaticns. I fhall 
beftow a prize upon two of thefe compofi- 
tions, and fhall enter my decifion in this 
journal, The fubjects I fhall give will 
form a feries, and will conftitute a fyftem 
of morality in the manner of a very pretty 
romance ; reviewing one after another the 
duties of human life in all poflible condi- 
tions; and when the romance fhall be fi- 
nifhed, the different fections fhall be bound 
together *, 





2 May 1789. 
T READ aloud this evening the compofi- 
tions of my children, and | confefs that 


* TI fpeak here only of the compofitions of the two 
elder princes. 


they 
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they all aftonifhed me and greatly fur- 
paffed my expectations. I gave the prize 
to the theme of the Duke de Montpenher, 
a decifion that was applauded with tran{- 
port by all his generous rivals, who had 
forefeen this event when they compared 
among themfelves their refpective per- 
formances. I gave the fecond prize to 
*x4++ which wes equally approved. Of 
the three other compofitions, the beft was 
that of ***, There was confiderable dif- 
cretion and good fenfe in that of the Duke 
de Chartres, who, to write well, wants 
only a more cultivated tafte and a better 
choice of words. Cefar’s theme ts com- 
mendable for reflection and the excellence 
of its principles. The reading being fi- 
nifhed, I made fome little verbal criti- 
cifms, and my children will to-morrow 
morning make their alterations accord- 
ingly. I have only marked fuch words as 
I difliked, leaving it to themfelves to fub- 
ftitute others, that the compofitions might 
be entirely their own 3 a plan which I thal 
always obferve. 

Ha Sude 


152 Lefftus of a Governe/s 
KtheF cf Composition for the Princes, 


We will fuppofe cur hero to be a prince 
of the blood royal. He fets out upon his 
travels and anives at Sp1. He takes with 
him a young man to whom he ts partial, 
bur with whom he 1s defirous of being 
better acquainted before he makes him his 
friend. What means does he eimploy to 
obtain this knowledge? How dees he 
ftudy the character of this young man? 
What qualitics finally determine his 
choice? What other peifons does the 
prince take with him? How muft he 
conduct himfelf fo as to reap advantage 
from his travels, and make himfelf be- 
loved ?—The day after his arrival at Spa 
he takes a folitary walk upon one of the 
mountains. Defcription of the rocks from 
a majeltic view at the moment of the fun’s 
rifing. He perceives two women, fitting 
upon a rock, one of whom is young and 
charming, and is reading aloud fome Ita- 
lian poerry. What ts the fubje& of it? 


Quote 
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Quote fome lines. Portrait of this young 
woman. 
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y May 1789. 

THE children gave me yefterday their 
compofitions. I have beftowed the prize 
on that of the Duke de Montpenfier. The 
next beft is thar of ** * *, which 1s full of 
fimplicity and nature. There are fome 
very pretty things in the compolition of 
7 # +) but it has too niany derails border- 
ing upon wnmeaning prattle. I have al- 
ready defcribed in what manner a mipyte 
detail may be rendered interefting. It 
mutt either offer a lively impreffion of the 
{cene, or convey fome moral 1oftruction, 
or ferve to unfold the characters; it muft 
be drawn with elegance and with a ftrong 
refemblance of truth: if it, have not thefe 
qualifications, it is an the higheft d gree 
puerile and anfipid. The theme of the 
Duke de Chartres would be very well, but 
for the difparity of its ftyle. JT explained 

H 5 what 
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what I meant by difparity of flyle. The 
children were attentive to my remarks. 


Subject? of Compofition for the Princes. 


O UR hero, on his return from the moun- 
tains, relates h's littleadventure to his 

friend, expreffing at the fame time a with 
that the affections of this young woman 
might be difengaged, and her rank fuirable 
to his own. He underftands that fhe ts an 
Italian princefs, and unmarried. He then 
makes enquiries refpecting her character 
and education, and he finds her to be a 
lady of diftinguifhed virtue and talents. 
He fees her frequendy at Vauxhall, and 
dances with her. He gives an entertain- 
ment to which fhe is invited. Defcription 
of this entertainment. Our hero in love. 
How does he act in this fituation® He is 
but twenty years of age, and has a fa- 
ther and mother at Paris for whom he feels 
the utmoft efteem and tendernefs. . . . 
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Subject 
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Subje? of Compofition for ibe Princes. 


A COURIER arrives to the prince with 
the anfwer of his father, who approves his 
choice. The prince declares his paffion to 
the mother of the young lady, who treats 
him with politenefs and efteem, but in- 
forms him that her daughter 1s promifed 
to a German prince. Whats the condué& 
of our hero upon this intelligence ? 
Saint Leu, z Fune 1789. 

IT READ yelterday the compofitions: I 
gave the firft prize to ***, the fecond to 
the Duke de Chartres. 





Subjee of Compofition for the Princes. 


OUR hero arnves at Brunfwick. As 
foon as the Duke hears of it, he vifits him 
and invites him to take up his abode in 
the palace, which the prince politely re- 
fufes. He goes to court. The Duke of 
Biunfwick conceives a partiality for him, 

H 6 The 
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The prince ftudies him w'th care, and de- 
fires his friend to procure all the informa- 
tion he can refpecting his character and 
conduct. Portrait of the Duke: it fhould 
have defects and fume brilliant qualities. 
Short account of what is curious in the 
town of Brunfwick and its environs. 


M. LEBRUN complains in his Jour- 
nal that the Duke de Montpenfier, having 
referved an orange from the preceding 
evening’s entertumment, ate it this noin- 
ing without afking his brother to par- 
take of it. I oble:ve very different fenti- 
ments between Muademorfelle and ***; 
they never cat the {malleft thing without 
offering to fhare it, and they are not filters. 
At prefent it is only in your power to fhew 
kindnefs to each other on trifling occa- 
fions ; but if you are deficient in hittle things 
now, you will never be diftingujfhed for 
‘great or good ones hereafter: you will be- 
come felfith, and tc is the nature of felfifh- 
nefs to degrade the mind and to contraét 


and harden the heart. 
Ccnti- 


to ber Pupils. %34 


cesehent 





Continuation of the Romance for the Princes. 


"THE Duke of Brunfwick confides to the 
prince that he had been paffionately fond 
of a young widow of his coure, and that, at 
the moment he was about to marry her, 
his favourite had difcovered that fhe was 
only attached to Lim from ambition and 
was in love with another; thar, without 
coming to an explanation, he immediately 
broke off the connection, and offered his 
hand to an Italian princefs : the Duke adds 
that he 1s unhappy becaufe he 1s not yet 
entirely cured of his pafion. The fair’ 
widow retires from court and travels In 
Germany. 


Sant Len, 12 Fly 98h. 

"THE tenth of the prefent month was my 
birth-day; the children deferred the cele 
bration for two days to have the company 
of the Duke d’Orleans and M. de Sillery 
Atnoon I received a tetter from the Duke 
informing me of the departure of M. 
Necker, 
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Necker, and that he fhould not be able to 
come. Many perfons have arrived and 
have occafioned us the greateft inguietude 
refpecting this event. I was tempted to 
put a ftop to the entertainment; but as no 
difturbance had yet taken place, I con- 
ceived that it might perhaps be afcribed to 
confternation and grief at this minsfter’s dif- 
miffion, and be conftrued into a cenfure of 
the proceedings of the court: I therefore 
only requefted the children to make it lefs 


feftive. 


15 Fauly 17806 

AT three o’clock this day M. de la Bui- 
fiére arrived on the part of the Duchefs 
d’Orleans to inform me that fhe was appre- 
henfive for the fafety of her children, and 
that it was her defire, as well as that of 
every body elfe at Rincy, that I would take 
them to Paris, where they would be in lefs 
danger than at Saint Leu: that in every 
thing elfe I might act as I thought proper. 
I returned for anfwer that I had heard from 
the 
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the Duke, who requefted me to conduct the 
children wherever I pleafed except to Paris. 

At feven o’clock a meffenger arrived 
with the news that the King was reconciled 
with the people, and was guing to difmifs 
his troops. God grant it may be true! 
With lenity, and confidence in his fubyects 
he will gain all hearts in his favour. May 
divine wifdom guide him, and may he be 
deaf to every counfel that would lead him 
in acontrary path. Iam a citizen, born 
under a monarchical government; I hate 
defpotfm, T love my country; I refpect 
alfo and love my king; and I ardently pray 
for a cordial and lafting reconciliation. 


19 July 1789. 

- NOW that a calm is effect- 

a I will {peak to you of your condué& 
during thefe great events. It was frequently 
below your age, particularly with the educa- 
tion you have received. Your attention has 
been occupied bya thoufand trifles and your 
converfations full of frivolity and goffiping. 


I wil 
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i will tell you how you ought to have 
behaved. You ought to have queftioned 
me inceflantly re{pecting the Duke your 
father, and to have been perpetually writing 
to the Duchefs your mother, You ought 
to have requefted me to dire& you to be 
waked, if I happened to receive any intel- 
ligence in the night, and to have been 
deeply anxious for your father and your 
mother and for the fuccefs of the fiiends 
of liberty. You ought to have been un- 
able to have paffed the time of your recre- 
ations otherwife than in talking to one 
another, or to me, refpecting thefe great 
affairs, or im writing to the Duchefs d’Or- 
leans. You ought to have been alive to 
the ficuation of M. de *#* at a moment 
that deprived him of his fituation, and to 
have conjectured whether, if he were ina 
foreign country, he might not be in want 
of money. When Lardenois * came to re- 


* Serjeant in the guards who taught them their ex- 
ercife, and who at this time loft his fituation. M. de 
Chartres afterwards obtained from M. de Leoncourt a 


provifion for him, 
quelt 
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queft my affiftance, I gave him a draft for 
a hundred louis; you ought to have defired 
me to do fo. If your conduct had been 
fuch as I have deferibed, I fhould not have 
paffed a moment apart from you ; I fhould 
have fat up with you anxious for the event; 
you would have been my confolation and 
my delight. I flatter myfelf that after all 
J have done for enlightening your minds, 
your eyes will at length be opened, and you 
will thake off this ftupid and difgraceful 
apathy: itis high time. How extreme a 
contempt will men entertain for you, the 
fons of fuch a father and of the moft vir- 
tuous of mothers, if they do not find you 
adoting them, and if you employ fo httle 
thought concerning your friends and the 
public! There is no mode remaining in 
which you can juftify yourfelves in my eyes, 
except that of difca: ding at once the puerile 
weakne(s that occupies you, and difcharging 
your duties hereafter with the moft fervent 
emulation. The prefent is no time for 
words; we muft have action, conftant, un- 
remitted action, 


I READ 
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20 Fuly 1789. 
IT READ to the two princes the preceding 
article. It reduced them to a fituation 
truly pinable. I have never witneffed any 
thing fo energetic and violent as their de- 
{pair, and I ain fure that this leffon will 
produce the moft inftantaneous and happy 
revolution in their minds « ; becaufe their 
fentiments and their hearts are excellent, 
and all they want is a habit of refection. 
Some excufe may be made for them ; their 
fludies are fo ferious and fo multiplied that, 
when the hours of walking arrive, they have 
in general fo much need of relaxation that 
they think only of play. But they fhould 
accuftom themfelves to find this relaxaticn 
in rational and interefting converfation, in 
juft and ufeful reflections, to which a walk 


* J was not miftaken, it clofed for ever the period of 
infancy. Thofe who have not been accuftomed to the 
education of children can {carcely conceive the wonder- 
ful effets which may be wrought upon a young imagi- 
nation and an unadulterated heart by a fingle leffon hap- 
pily timed and forcibly delivered. ; 

4S 
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is by no means unfavourable and which is 
expected from perfons of fourteen and 
fifteen years of age. I conjure them then 
to part for ever with their unmeaning prattle 
and trifling converfation, and to habituate 
themfelves from this moment to talk of 
fubjects that are important, inftructive, or 
interefting. 


6 e ® » ® e * s e e e e ° ° 





23 Fuly 1789. 
YESTERDAY I read the compofitions 
of the princes; that of the Duke de Char- 
tres was good for nothing; the Duke de 
Montpenfier’s was very charming. 


e * ® ® e ¢ e ° e * S ® ® 


27 Fuly 178g. 
Continuation of the Romance. 


‘THE Duke of Brunfwick confults his 
friend the prince, refpecting the better 
government of his people. ‘The prince, 
writes his reflections in anfwer to the 
following queftions of the duke: What’ 

authority 
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authority oughta prince to defire? In what 
does the liberty confift to which every citi- 
zen 1s intitled * What are the beft means 
for reforming the public manners? What 
ought to be the fenuments of a prince rela- 
tive to war? In what manner ought he 
protect literature and the arts r 


Pee Ge Ee 





2 Aucufl 17896 
"THE Duke de Chartres permitted him- 
felf to fay at table, before the fervants, that 
a quantity of corn had been difcovered in 
the houfe of M***. We ought never 
to repeat a difhonourable accufation which 
has not been publicly proved, and in the 
prefent ftate of things fuch converfation is 
fingularly reprehenfible. 


Paris, 12 Augufi 1789. 

THe very evening of our departure from 
Saint Leu, you conduéted yourfelves with 
great propriety in a critical ficuation. As 
you 
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you rode through a village, four leagues 
from Saint Leu, the peafants who were 
affembled, no fooner caught fight of the 
blue ribbon of the Duke de Chartres, than 
they vented themfelves in hootings and 
curfes againft you. You galloped on not 
a little furprifed at their unaccountable 
violence. Ina moment however you faw 
them puifuing you with clubs, axes and 
Other weapons. All this did not ftop you, 
and you would foon have been out of their 
reach had you not heard them exclaim: 
“¢ Scoundrels, do not think to efcape us; 
‘¢ you fhall prefently be caught.” As they 
uttered the word ** caught” you both 
{topped, faying that, fince they accufed you 
of daftardlinefs, you were determined not to 
proceed. You fent one of your attendants 
to meet the multitude, who afked them 
why they fhould defire to aflaffinate the 
Duke de Chartres * At this name they ap- 
peared much furprifed, faid they had taken 
you for fomebody clfe, overwhelmed you 
with their bleffings, and you purfued your 
route without Interruption. 

The 
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The day of your departure from Saint 
Leu the Duke de Chartres climbed a very 
high tree: ac the top he was fufpended by 
one hand only to a branch of the tree 
which was too weak to {apport him and 
which therefore broke. The Duke de 
Chartres, though he loft his equilibrium, 
did not lofe his prefence of mind, but let 
himfelf down in fuch a manner as not to be 
dangeroufly wounded. He came off with 
no other hurt than two large excoriations 
in the thigh of fome depth, but at which 
he did not utter the leaft complaint. I 
was witne{s to this accident, and was per- 
feCtly fatishied with the conduct of his 
highnefs on the occafion. 


a ° e e e ° es a e e s e t 


21 Auguft 1789. 

J INFORMED you yefterday that I fhould 
in future, at our theatrical readings, avoid 
myfelf all remarks on the beauties or defects 
of the poet, and fhould expec you to ftop 
me and make your own obfervations, af- 
figning 
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figning at the fame time the reafons on 
which your approbation or difapprobation 
is founded. I began yefterday ; you were 
very attentive, and all your remarks were 
ingenious and proper, which convinces me 
that you only want application and thought 
to be perfectly what I with you to be. 
You have no time to lofe, and if you are 
negiigent of thefe things, you will acquire 
a habit of tndolence and apathy which will 
defeat all that nature and education have 
done for you. 

The Duchefs d’Orleans has been abfent 
for a fortnight. The Duke de Montpen- 
fier has written to her; but the Duke de 
Chartres has not, which ts inexcufable *. 

22 Auguf? 1789. 
To the Duke de Montpenfier. 
OrosMAN fays in the play: 


I afk an ardent love, all elfe I reckon hate . 


* It may be fome apology that we expeéted her 
every day. 
t Je me croirois hai d’étre aimé foiblement. 
his 
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This is the language of a heart extremely 
fenfible. It was from a fimilar feeling that 
I yefterday employed an expreffion at which 
you were hurt. It was doubtlefs exaggerat- 
ed, but proofs of your coldnefs I ought 
eyer to call by this name*. You have 
written, I fhould have been better pleafed 
had you {poken to me upon the fubject. 
How will you be able to converfe about 
affairs of importance, if you cannot fpeak 
of a private concern to a friend? 

23 dusufl 1789. 
"THE Duke de Montpenfier has naturally 
a{tern and forbidding afpect and an un- 
pleafant manner of contraécting his brows, 
but it has within a fhoit time confiderably 
increafed, At his age it would require little 
effort to correct himfelf of this defect, which 
is lefs trifling than It may appear, for what 
misfortune can be greater, particularly in 
a prince, than to have a face in which we 


* Thad complained of his indiftrence to me. 
conftantly 


to ber Pupils. 169 


conftantly read diffatisfactron and ill fin. 
mour, inftead of a ferene and benevolent 
c»untenance. His Highnefs has alfo made 
1.0 attempts to correct himfelf of a very dif- 
agreeable fault of pronunciation, No blame 
ean be afcribed to me; 1 have pointed out 
the fureft means of conquering this defect, 
but he has not deigned to beftow upon them 
the flighteftattention. Itis aftonifhing that, 
difpofed as he 18 to laugh at the moft trivial 
imperfections in others, he fhould be fo 
little anxious to correct his own. I have 
the fame fault to find with his dancing: 
he would dance very well if his arms were 
not ridiculoufly glued to his body, and if 
he had not an air of dulnefs and unconcern 
fc difcordant with this exercife, For fome 
time paft [I have affifted inyfelf in your 
dances, and have befide accompanied you 
on my harp*, and yet I cannot obtain from 


you 


* They had requefted me to learn the tunes of fome 
gountry dances on my harp for this purpofe. I had na 
time to myfelf but from fix o’clock in the evening till 
two or three in the morning; and thefe hours were 


you, |, I devoted 
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you the complaifance of attending to thefe 
little things. 


27 Augufi 1789. 
THe Duke de Chartres related to me, 
with fome degree’of humour, an anecdote 
which proves him to be capable of reflec- 
tion. A perfon obferved before him, that 
it was very flatrering to the age of M. de 
Clermont Tonnerre to be prefident of the 
National Affembly. ‘* True,” replied ano- 
ther, “ it 1s a charming place; the prefi- 
“¢ dent can give tickets of admiffion to the 
** houfe.” As the Duke de Chartres juftly 
obferved, he muft be a very incorrigible 


devoted to writing. When they made this requeftt I 
was bufily employed upon a work that I was defirous 
of finfhing. This work I laid afide. to learn by heart 
about an hundred country dances; which, as may ve 
fuppofed, was a very wearifome talk. But I have ever 
thought that ferious leflons, important cares and feve- 
rity could only be ufeful in the education of children, 
by being mixed with the utmoft indulgence and com- 
plaifance, whenever it can be done without injury to 


them. 
courtier 
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courtier who, in the prefent ftate of things, 
can fee no other advantage 1n this office 4. 

I ought to mention that in his law ftu- 
dies 4~ the application of the Duke de 
Charties is invariable, and that M. Biauzat || 
is aftonifhed at his good fenfe and penetra- 
tion. The Duke difplays in general a fo- 
lidity of underftanding that 1s admirably 
fired for the conduét of affairs. 

The princes gave me _ to-day their 
themes, which they have been upwards of 
a month in compofing. They are very 
well done. 1 have beftowed the prize on 


* I cite this anecdote that I might have an oppor- 
tunity of faying that it is the only inflance of pulitical 
animadverfion contained in this journal. I never {poke 
to my pupils of the king and the royal family, cither 
before or fince the revolution, but in terms calculated 
to ftrengthen their refpe& and attachment; fentiments 
fiom which no true patnot efpecially can ever depart, 
as the oath which he has fulemnly taken makes this at- 
tachment a facred duty. 

+ I made them continue this courfe of law, that they 
might be the better able to feel, from a compaiifon, the 
advantages of the new conflitution. 

|} Nephew of the deputy of that name in the Na- 
tional Affembly. 

I 2 tha 
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that of the Duke de Chartres, which 1s 
longer and has more thought in it than 
any of his preceding ones. I am very 
much pleafed with the compofition, but 
the wiiting is a moft wretched {crawl. 


Continuation of the Moral Romance. 


THE young prince departs from Brunf- 
wick for Vienna. Defcription of the coun- 
try through which he travels, and of Vi- 
enna. Some traits of beneficence in his 
route. 


Pafly, Wednefday, 2 Szptember 1789. 


WE arrived here yelterday. My motive 
in coming is that we may be near enough 
to attend regularly the interefting debates 
of the National Affembly. M. Biauzat 
is with us, and you will proceed in your 
courfe of law ftudies. On your return 
from the Aflembly, you are to write an 
account of what you have heard, which you 
will fhew to M, Biauzat and to.me. We 

went 
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went to the Affembly for the fecond time 
to day. The queftion of debate was that 
of the royal fanction; there were few voices 
in favour of the veto being abfolute; the 
eeneial opinion was that it ought to be 
merely a power of fufpending the law. 
You will remember that one of the reafons 
alleged againft the abfolute veto was, that 
kings in general are badly educated, that 
they are furrounded by parafites, that they 
are fond of thefe parafites, and that their 
minds are of confequence lefs enlightened 
than thofe of other men. You were very 
attentive during this fitting. We had a 
gread deal of converfation both yelterday 
and to-day, and in thefe converfations [ 
was highly pleafed with the intelligence 
and penetration of my children. T could 
have wifhed that the Duke de Chartres had 
been more polite this morning to the lady 
who fat next him, and that he had not 
obliged me to tell him in a whifper, not to 
place himfelf before her without having 
firft offered her the feat. 


s e a ® e e e e e @ . a e 
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Pees papateeey 


Prsday, 4. September 1989. 
Your ftudies irreproachable, You have 
fhewed me your abftracts of the fitting of 
Wednefday. That of the Duke de Char- 
tres 1s very minute and excellent. He has 
added to it fome reflections, with which 
NI. Biauzat and myfelf aie perfectly en- 
chanted. He has alfo written to M. 
Dieyre * a charming letter upon the pre- 
fent ftate of public affairs. His mind takes 
a turn that is extremely rational and folid. 


* e e ® e e e e ‘ a * Ca s 
Se) eee 


Tucfday, 8 September 1789. 
T pip not fup with you yefterday even- 
ing ; but, being in my chamber while you 
were at table, and my door open, I heard 
very diflinily the Duke de Montpenfier, 
with 2 loud voice and a ridiculous accent, 
attempt to mimick M. 47 *4° 3 1 fay 


* Author of an excellent piece, entitled The Schoal 
for Fathers (LL Ecole des Peres). 
attempt, 
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attempt, for ftrong as his defire is to bea 
buffoon, he has not the leaft talent for the 
character; a talent which is odious and 
contemptible even when it fucceeds in 
raifing alaugh; but his Highnefs has merely 
the pretenfion to it, and nothing can be 
more abortive than his mimickry. It is 
incredible after what I have faid to you 
upon this fubject, and no longer ago than 
yefterday, that you fhould perfift in this 
f{candalous practice, fo unworthy of a man 
of fenfe, and particularly of a prince. Had 
I been at table, would you have allowed 
yourfelf in this ftupidity? Certainly not, 
and it is therefore the more reprehenfible. 
Is it poffible at your age not to feel that 
to make a jelt of any perfon’s figure, tone 
of voice, defective pronunciation, and fuch 
other things as do not depend upon him. 
felf, is extremely weak and pueiile. I will 
add that ***** has nothing ridiculous or 
fingular in his voice. In fine, you difs 
obeyed me yefterday by doing a thing 
which is in its own nature mean and vulgar, 
You alfo bawled and nollowed extremely, 

I 4 which 
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which I exprefsly forbad, and which you 
ought to avoid, particularly when a fick and 
aged perfon like my mother fleeps near 
the eatingroom, and 1s likely to be awaked. 
I have informed you before that I cannot 
now fuffer myfelf to overlook thofe faults 
which imply an ill difpofition ; fince there- 
fore you have acted lke a child, ill-taughte 
and of no difcretion, I fhall treatyou like a 
child. You fhall dine and fup to-day in 
your chamber, and the next time I goto 
the theatre 1 fhall not take you ia the 
party. You mutt not imagine that any 
part of this punifhment can be remitted. 
J advife you therefore to fubmit to it with 
propriety and decency, or I fhall be obliged 
to make itdouble. . . »« «1. «| « 


Belle Chafe, 12 OGober 1789. 


STILL more commendable as to your 
{tudies. For fome time paft we have con- 


verfed more frequently, and for a longer 
conti- 
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continuance; and in thefe converfations 
you always pleafe me.—I have forgotten 
to write that the princes have been many 
times to the National Affembly without. 
me.—The Duke de Chartres gave me his 
lak fubyeCt of compofition about a fort- 
night ago ; I was perfectly fatisfied with ir. 
I only received the Duke de Montpenfier’s 
this morning, and have not yet read it. 


a t e . e e e ? 


26 Offober 1 789. 


eee e » MADEMOISELLE improves 
charmingly upon the harp. For the lat 
twelve months I have given her an addi- 
tional leffon of an hour and a half every 
day, fo that fhe now receives two leffons a 
day. I have alfo, for fix months paft, 
played to the children three or four times, a 
week, while they danced, taking care to 
felect a great variety of airs compofed for 
that purpofe. 1 invent pantomimes for 
them, and I this fummer bad Mademoi- 
felle taught to play on the tambour de 

Is bafque 
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bafque and on the caftanets, and to exer- 
cife herfelf in various tricks of dexterity, 
as well as in her flight of hand, which the 
does not forget. 


1 November 178g. 
THE Duke d’Orleans left us five days 
ago. Iwas obliged to remind the Duke 
de Chartres of writing to him; the Duke 
de Montpenfier ftill neglects this duty. . 
2 December 1789. 
"THE Duke de Chartres frequently writes 
to me in the moft affectionate ftyle. He 
has requefted it as a favour that I would 
permit him to call me is mother : my heart 
has not been infenfible to the requeft ; and 
as, In my cares and tendernets, I rega:d 
you all as my very dear children, I have 
permitted him to give me this appellation. 
Bot in his Jaft letter he calls ine his ¢rue 
mother. 1 am very fure that he has not 
refieted upon the meaning of this expref- 
fion ; 
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fion; and this is all I need fay to prevent 
his repeating it. I am only bis fecond 
mother, and I fhould place no faith in any 
of his fentiments re{pecting me, if he did 
not feel for the tender and virtuous mother 
that nature has given him, the fuperior at- 
tachment which fhe merits. She only wants 
to have been educated in the mannei you 
have been, to do for her children all that I 
have done for you. 


i] e es Ad ° e e e e e e e ° 





Chauffée a’ Antin, 9 Fanuary 1790. 

THE three princes took tuis day the 
civic oath in their diftrictt. The prefident 
addreffed them in a fpeech, to which the 
Duke de Chartres replied without prepara- 
tion, and in a very proper manner. When 
the regifter was prefented to him to fign 
his name, he defired every honorary appel- 
lation to be erafed, adding that the utle of 
citizen was fufficient. I approve of what 
you have done, af when you did it you 
16 made 
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made fuch reflections as thefe: That to be 
a good citizen it is neceffary to have all 
public and private virtues; that it is im- 
poffible truly to love one’s nation or one’s 
countrymen while we exhibit the example 
of fcandalous and degencrate manners ; 
while we neglect the duties of religion ; 
while we live in dtfcord with our father, 
our mother, our brothers, our wife, or our 
children ; while our conduG& does rot dif- 
play our veneration for public manners; 
while we allow ourfelves in indecency ; 
while we neglect the unfortunate; while 
we fuffer our beneficence to be accompa- 
nied with oftentation; in fine while we are 
inconfiftent, vain or vicious. Whoever has 
thefe faults is a bad citizen, and all his 
pompous declamation for the people, for 
his country and for hberty, only prove his 
ftupidity and folly. A good citizen is ne- 
ceffarily prudent, modeft, charitable and 
humane. JI truft thefe reflections have 
paffed through your mind in the prefent 
inftance, and in that cafe you were much 

1n 
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in the right in defiring no other appella- 
tion than that of a citizen, and in confi- 
dering it as an abftraét of all that is efti- 
mable and good. 


a a ry e 2 * « e e 2 e e * e 


10 March 1790, 
"THE Duke de Chartres confefled to me 
this morning a circumftance which greatly 
furprifed me. It was that an article of his 
had appeared in the paper of M** ** 
which he had fecretly written and fent by 
the penny poft*. To write in fecret with- 
out confulung me, to take a ftep of this na- 
ture without my knowledge! . . . . 
But you have expreffed the moft lively re- 
gret, and have repaired the fault as far as 
was in your power, by coming of your own 
accord to tell me of it a few days after, 
without my afking you any queftions, 
which could not indeed have happened, as 


* It was an article in which he exprefied his indig- 
nation again{ft an anonymous writer who had called the 
people a ferocious beaff, and had fpoken befide in terms 
of the utmoft contempt of the new confltitution, and. 
of the National Affembly, 

I had 
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I had not the fmalleft ‘ufpicion of the 
circumftance. You were governed you 
fay xy a momentary impulfe, of which you 
quickly repented: this does not exculpate 
you, and you were notwithftanding guilty 
of a very confiderable fault. I ought to 
add that, as your character is miid, reafon- 
able and moderate, which renders you lefs 
giddy than is common at your age, the 
fault, I truft, will never be repeated. 

12 March 1790. 
"THE Duke de Chartres has given me this 
morning a new caufe of grief by informing 
me that, upon being afked by the Duchefs 
d’Orleans if the article in queftion were 
written by him, he had denied it. I ex- 
preffed to his Highnefs my aftonifhment 
and mortification at this crime, which is 
the moft atrocious and unpardonable of 
all. Hie felt the force of what I faid to 
him, and replied that, as the Duchefs 
d’Orleans had for fome time paft appeared 


to blame him for ations of which the Duke 
his 
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his father had expreffed his approbation by 
letter, he had every reafon to dread her 
difpleafure on fo culpable an occafion. 
He mentioned that when he informed the 
Duchefs of the particulars of what had 
paffed upon his taking the civic oath, the 
account feemed to give her pain, I an- 
{wered that upon this, as well as upon every 
othe: occafion,-I had confulted the Du- 
chefs d’Orleans, and had followed her or- 
ders. . Soa ee ee ae ee 
I then told your Highnefs that with a mo- 
ther the moft indulgent and virtuous, the 
fhocking offence you had committed was 
doubly inexcufable ; that you ought in- 
{tantly to repair it by an avowal of the truth, 
and by imploring her pardon ; that it would 
be natural and juft were fhe to treat you 
with the greateft feverity, and that fauch was 
the conduct you ought to expeét from her. 
You fee in this inftlance where a falfe ftep 
may lead, and how the commiffion of one 
fault involves us in a thoufand others. I will 
add, that the falfehoed to your mother was 
as {tupid as it was difhoneft: you knew 

that 
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that I wrote ar account cf every thing in 
this journal without indulgence or difguife, 
for the information of the Duke and 
Duchefs d’Orleans whenever they fhould 
choofe to confult it; and that fhe might 
therefore have detected you, had fhe been 
defirous, by reading the hiftory of the 1oth 
inftant, the day that I firft knew it*. . 


IT is with pleafure I do juftice in this place 


* M. de Chartres in reality well knew that Ma- 
dame d’Orleans might have been equally intormed 
with myfelf of all the particulars of his conduét and 
character, by reading this journal; but he knew 
at the fame time that fhe never read it. This indiffe- 
rence has always aftonifhed me. It exifted even at the 
time when fhe condcfcended to honour me with the 
moft tender friendfap: but during this period I be« 
lieve fhe fcarcely looked into the journal more than 
four or five times, and after withdrawing from me her 
confidence, fhe never read a line of it. In the mean 
time it would have made a ftill ftronger impreffion on 
my pupils, had fhe impofed it on herfelf as an inviolable 
law at leaft to read it regularly when fhe came to fee 
ue, and fhe would in that cafe have known at prefent 
the difpofitions and character of her children as per- 
feGily as the perfon who has educated them. 


to 
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to the goodnefs of Mademoifelle. She 
avoids every little expenfive pleafure, and, 
to fupport an interefting family, fhe has 
parted with a number of handfome trinkets 
given her on fuch occafions as new years 
days. The requeft that fhe might be per- 
mitted to make thefe facrifices was per- 
fettly voluntary. I readily confented, and 
fhe interefts herfelf in the welfare of this 
family with a minute attention and perfe- 
verance that fenfibly touch my heart. Con- 
tinue, dear child, ever to a& thus; it is 
repaying me for my tender cares; it is 
Imitating a mother of whom I have related 
to you fo many fimilar inftances of huma- 
nity; it is laying upin ftore for yourfelf 
an inexhauftible fource of happinefs, which 
is only to be found in religion, goodnefs, 
charity and the difcharge of every duty. 





13 March 1790. 

"THE Duke de Chartres has made the 
avowal which became him to the Duchefs 
d’Orleans, and he informs me that he was re- 
ceived by her with the utmoft affection and 
goodnefs. 
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goodnels. You have a juft fenfe of this indul- 
gence which merits all your gratitude; and J 
am fure that during your whole life you will 
never be chargeable with a fimilar crime. 
14. March 1790. 
] HAVE neglected to record a circum-. 
{tance honourable to the charaéter of the 
Duke de Chartres. He has received at 
the beginning of this year for the firft time 
in his life a confiderable {um of money, 
viz. the penfion of a thoufand crowns 
which the civil ft annexes to the cordon 
bleu, and which I defired might be paid 
into his hands, with liberty to do with it 
whatever he pleafed. Onthe very inftant of 
his receiving this money, from a voluntary 
inpulfe of generofity, referving only fifty 
louis for himfelf, he gave fifty to his brother, 
twelve and an half to Mademoifelle, ana 
an equal fum to the Count de Beayjollois. J 
know befide that the Duke de Chartres 
made a very virtuous ufe of the money 
which he appropriated to himfelf, and have 
been 
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been told that the Duke de Montpenficr 
performed various acts of charity. 1 was my- 
felfa witnefs of Mademoifelle and the Count 
de Beatyollois having expended theirs in a 
very few days in presents and alms. 





15 March 1790. 

I ruts day, in the prefence of her daugh- 
ter, of Mademoufelle Rime and of Sophia, 
requefted the Duchefs d’Orleans to do me 
the favour to read this journal, at the fame 
time obferving that the Duke, when he came 
hither, frequently read in it; that it had al- 
ways been fome mortification to me that the 
Duchefs had never afked to fee it; that 
for the laft eighteen months fhe had never 
read fo much as a fingle word in it, though 
fhe well knew that the principal mative 
that had determined me to undertake it was, 
to enable me to render a minute and accu- 
rate account relative to the children with 
whofe education fhe had intrufted me ; and 
that fhe might have an infallible criterion 
by which to judge of the principles with 
which I infpired them, as weil as of their 
progrefs 
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progrefs and character, fince, as her inter- 
courfe with them was comparatively hitrle, 
fhe would otherwife have no informaiion 
upon the fubjett. The Duchefs replied 
to my entreaties in the following words: 
‘© The journal was nothing to her, and fhe 
«© was determined to place entire confidence 
‘¢ inher children.” I repeated my inftances, 
bur to no purpofe: the Duchels returned 
twice over precifely the fame anfwer. I 
then replied in my turn that I fhould be 
obliged to minute this converfation in the 
journal, which I accordingly do as what I 
owe to my own juflification. 


31 March 1799. 


I RECORD with the utmoft pleafure a 
charming thing of the Duke de Chartres. 
On the day that the National Affembly 
abolifhed the right of elderfhip, the Duke, 
the moment he was informed of the mea- 
fure, exclaimed, embracing at the fame 

time 
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time his brother: ‘‘ Oh how I am de- 
© lighted! But had the Affembly not done 
*< fo, all would have been equal between 
“Sus; my brother has long known this.” 
It was fpoken with all the grace and nature 
that an excellent heart infpires on fuch oc- 
cafions, and which cannot be preferved in 
a recital. : 
Such fentiments are rare and tranfporting, 
but they do not at all aftonifh me in the 
Duke de Chartres, whofe difpofition is natu- 
rally generous and noble, who has a ftrong 
aveifion to pride, an extreme tendernefs 
for his fifter, and who imagines that the 
happieft ufe to which money can be ap- 
plied is to make it inftrumental to acts of 
this nature. He is right; no happinefs 
can be greater than that of doing good 
to others: itis alfo the fureft way to dif- 
tinction, and independently of a virtuous 
heart, vanity alone, if it underftood its 
own intere{t, would adopt this manner of 
thinking and of acting.—Thefe fentiments, 
I thank Heaven, are not peculiar to the 

Duke 
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Duke de Chartres; they glow equally in 
the breaft of the Duke de Montpenfier, of 
the Count de Beaunollois and of Mademoi- 
felle, and nothing can afford me fo pure a 
fatisfaction. 


* e * 1] 


To-morrow Mademoifelle is to perform 
her Eafter devotions. I could have wifhed 
that fhe had of her own accord this day 
mentioned it to the Duchefs d’Orleans, 
that the had at the fame time requefied her 
to pardon all the little things in which fhe 
might have offended her, all the faults of 
which fhe might have been guilty duriag 
the courfe of her education, and had afked 
her to blefs her child. It is no prejudice 
to fuppofe that the benedidtion of a mother 
or a father has a tendency to fecure happi- 
nefs : Scripture repeats it a thoufand times. 
ladvife you therefore, my deai friend, to 
write immediately to your mamma a very af- 
fe€tionate letter containing what I have juft 
mentioned ; you will be more pleafing to 
God on this account, in the important act 
which you are to perform to-morrow. 

CERTAIN 
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Friday 2 April 1790, 10 o'clock in the eventug. 
CERTAIN reflections haveoccurredtome 
upon the fubyeét of this journal, with which it 
is proper, my dear children, that you fheuld 
be made acquainted. I account it my hap- 
pinefs to have confecrated to your welfare 
every hour of my days, and for the moft part 
the ftudy of my evenings, when you are no 
ionger prefent with me. Next to this happi- 
nefs, there is nothing that I more ardently 
defire than to be able one day to render an 
exact account, articleby article, of the cuurfe 
of your education to Monfeigneur and Ma- 
dame, to myfelf, when I fhall be in the re- 
treat | propofe after the termination of my 
connection with you, and perhaps, if I 
fhould judge it neceffary, to the public. 
The journal of M. Lebrun, the original of 
which is in my poffeffion, is written partly 
in his hand and partly in mine : its authenti- 
city isinconteftable. The fame obfervation 
applies to the journal of Mademoifelle Rime. 
The journal which I am now writing, no 
doubt, as long as we live together, is of 

6 equal 
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equal authority; but after our feparation 
its evidence will diminifh. Its genuinenefs 
might be fupported by its correfpondence 
with the other journals, by your teftimony, 
and moft of all by the force of truth, which 
is confeffed by the hearts of thofe who are 
moftanxious to deny it; its authenticity how- 
ever cannot then be geometrically proved. 
ic may be imputed to me that I had foifted 
in many of the articles afterwards, and that 
they had never been fubmitted to your peru- 
fal. In a word you are now my only witneffes. 
As long as the Duke was upon the fpor, I 
{aw him almoft every day: he frequently read 
the Journal, and has even figned a recapi- 
tulation of it. He is now abfent, and Iam 
not vihited by the Duchefs, whofe avocations 
will not permit her to come and fee Made- 
moifelle more than two or three times a 
week *, and at each vifit not for more than 
a quarter or at moft half an hour; nor dees 
her Grace ever come but at that hour of the 
day when Mademoifelle is notin my apart- 


* At Paris, where we then were ; for when we were 
in the country her wifits were infimtely lefs frequent. 


ment 
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ment and when I am engaged with her 
other children. All thefe reafons determine 
me to render the journal as authentic as 
poffible ; and J muft therefore requeft every 
one of you to fet your hands to the follow- 
ing declatation : 1. That from the day on 
which this journal began, you have read every 
one of the articles: that they were not read 
to you by me, but that I gave you the 
book, you read them yourfelves, and of 
confequence are pertectly acquainted with 
its contents. 2. That in addition to this, 
I have every year read over to vou the 
diary of that year, in orde: to prefent you 
at one view with a recollection of your ac- 
tions, and that there 1s not a fingle word 
that deviates from the moft exact and feru- 
pulous veracity. Falfehood indeed 1» the 
loweft and moft contempuble of vices, and 
I fhould have been corrupting your morals 
while I was writing thefe minutes, if I had 
inthe fmalleft degree deviated from the 
truth, if I had difguifed your errors and your 
defects, or if I had in any refpect exagger- 
ated or mifreprefented the facts I had to 
record. I requcft the Duke de Chartres, 

VOL. 1. K aS 
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as the eldeft of my pupils, to fien the firft. 
—By the way icrupulous accuracy obliges 
me to add, that none but the two eldeft 
princes conftantly read this journal, day by 
day, as it was written. Mademoifelie and 
the reft, who were indeed much lefs con- 
cerned in it, were only acquainted in this 
fucceffive manner with their own articles 
and the moral definitions, but they have 
all been prefent at the general review, and 
the two eldeft princes, betide tueir o vn ar- 
ticles, have read, at the time they were 
written, the aiticles of the junior pupils, as 
well as had the book conftantly in their 
poffeffion to‘ievite it whenever they pleafed. 


© Wednefday, 2 Apisl, tc o’csck ia the evening. 

‘¢] hiave read the above article, and | 

«voluntarily declare that its contents are 
‘¢ accurately and minutely true. 

«“ P.C, vp’ ORLEANS,” 

I now requeft the fignature of the Duke 

de Montpenfier. It is proper I fhould 

obferve that the two eldeft princes figned 

d’Orleans like their father. 


7 €é Rue 
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&¢ Rue de Provence, Chauffe d’ Antin, April 3, 1790. 

“ T agree in the fame tef{timony as my 
‘© brother, and am animated by the fame 
“* fentiments. 


ce AP. C. d’ORLEANS.” 


Previoufly to the fignature of the other 
chiidren, I think proper to inform them 
that, for the future, I extend to them the 
permiffion of revifing and confulting this 
bock as often as they pleafe. ‘They may 
therefore take it from my defk where it al- 
ways lies, with this condition only, that 
they do not take it out of the apartment. 
I grant them tus permiffion, fully {atishied of 
their difcreet ufe of it, and belteving thar, 
m1 the intimate friendfhip they entertain 
for each cther, all fecrecy is unneceffary. 
1 add that for the future I fhall caufe each 
article feparately to be figned by the per- 
fon for whom it fhall be written. 

ADILA D’ORLEANS*. 
BEAvyo- 


Mademowfelle d’Orleans among other names was 


baptized by that of Adela, by which the preferred being 
K 2 called 
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BEAUJOLLOIS. 
HENRILTTA SERCEY. 
PAMELA OLYMPIA. 
Cassar Ducresr. 





Saturday, 3 April, 10 o'clock sn the evening. 


T HAVE had no opportunity of relating 
a circumftance that has in the mean time 
ufforded me extreme pleafure. Mademoi- 
felle on Thui{day laft wrote, by my advice, 
to afk her mother’s bleffing. The Duchefs, 
inftead of anfweiing it, came to her imme- 
diately ; I was playing with her upen the 
harp, and her Grace faid in the {weeteft 
accent as fhe entered, ‘© My child, I am 
come to blefs you.” The expreffion which 
accompanied the words went to the heart, 
and I could have wifhed that Mademoi- 
{elle had fallen on her knees to receive a 
benediction fo dear to her. The Du- 
chefs led her at the fame inftant into an- 


called on account of its refemblance to Adelaide, the 
name of Madame d’ Orleans, and alfo becaufe I had gives 
this naire to the heroine of one of my works. 


other 
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other room, where fhe was alone with her 
for a quarter of an hour: at the expuation 
of this period, Mademoifelle returned to 
my apartment to finifh het leffon; I ob- 
jerved the tears fwimming in her cyes, a 
fenfibility that was natural, and that de- 
lighted me. It was my hope that fhe would 
of her own accord, the moment the rofe the 
next morning, wiste to her mamma to re- 
peat how fenfibly fhe was moved by the 
pioofs fhe had received of her tendernefs. 
At length I mentioned my defire, when 
fhe informed me that fhe had before re- 
folved to do this, of the truth of which I 
want no other evidence than her word, 
as my dear and amiable Adela never dif- 
guifes or violates the truth. I am fure 
that fhe loves, as fhe ought, a father and 
a mother fo juftly deferving of all the affec- 
tions of her foul; but fhe is not fufficiently 
mindful of them when they are abfent, a 
circumftance that gives me the greateft pain. 
Your behaviour, my child, in general, is lefs 
attentive than 1s becoming, exc: pt towards 
me; and you know that perfonally I fet little 

K 3 value 
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value on attentions; I fhould be more fen- 
fible of yours were we feparated from each 
other, as I fhould in that cafe attribute them 
lefs to the effect of habit. Recollect that 
if we feel a lively intereft in the welfare of 
our friends only when we fee them every 
day, and abfence or feparation weakens our 
attachment, our love is very imperfect. 
You have fo good a heart that I can only 
afcribe your inadvertencies and neglects to 
the multiplicity of your ftudies, and the 
levity of your age; but you are now no 
longer an infant, and it is neceffary that 
you fhould correct yourfelf of this fault, 
and acquire a more folid character. 
“© J have read the above article, &c. 


“ ADELA D’ORLEANS. 
“4 April 1790.” 


Saint Leu, tg April 1790. 

] AM {atisfied with you all, The Duke 
de Chartres mixes more in fociety, he 
haunts me lefs frequently, he is not fo 
eternally pinned to my apion ftring. He 
knows 
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knows the extreme value I afhx to his 
friendfhip, and fhould confider it as a 
proof of my regaid that I fometimes re- 
ceive him fe ungracioufly when he negiccts 
all that 1s due to others, to be continually 
thinking only of me, to follow me every 
where, to fit always by my fide, which 
gives him the filly air of a littie boy afraid 
to move for an inftant out of the fight of 
his preceptor. Befide, fuch exclufive pre- 
ferences are troublefome, and conflitute no 
part of trne friendfhip, which is not te be 
maintained by carefles and other petty de- 
monftrations of a fimilar nature fit only for 
foolith women. Confidence, efteem, a con- 
fiitent decorum, inviolable fidelity, fuch 
are the means by which friendfhip is to be 
{upported. In fine there 1s nothing thar 
appears in my eye more puerile and Icfs 
manly and beconung than the fort of af- 
fection you continually demonftrate towards 
me, which makes you hear nobody and 
look at nobody but me, which never fails 
to infpire you with dejection and gloom, 
whenever in a carriage you cannot place 


K 4 yourfelf 
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yourfelf by my fide, &c. You cannot 
imagine how difpuftful thefe manners are 
to all others. Doubt not that through 
every moment of my life I love you, and 
nf you defire to be agreeabie to me, re- 
member that the true method is to render 
yourfelf univerfally amiable. 

J have experienced this morning the 
create(t chagrin. While I was dveffing, 
the Duchefs d’Orleans came to take Icave 
of her daughter; her ftay was not more 
than a quarter of an hour, and, as has 
been cuftomary with her for three months 
paft, fhe avoided coming into my apart- 
ment, and | had not the honour of feeing 
her. When Mademoifelle returned to my 
chamber, J] perceived that fhe was in tears, 
and fhe informed me that fhe could not 
help feeling very fenfibly a charge alleged 
again{t her, by her mamma, of having 
behaved coldly to her at a concert which 
we had three days ago. Atthis concert 
Mademoifelle and I played upon the harp, 
and fhe had no fooner finifhed her part 
than fhe feated herfelf by the fide of Ma- 

dagie, 
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dame, and never quitted her till the enter- 
tainment was at an end. I obferved her 
many times embrace her mamma, and 
fhe affures me upon ber honour that the had 
not for a fingle initant merited the re- 
proach. I believe her. In the mean tune 
as her mamma complains, fhe ought to 
fuppofe that fhe has involuntanly given 
her caufe by fome inattention which fhe 
does not recollect. I was the more afto- 
nifhed at the accufation, having had a long 
couverfation with Mademoielle the day 
preceding the conceit, in which the ex- 
preffed herfelf in terms of the utmoft fen- 
fibility and affeCtion for her mother. I 
defcribed to her the pleafure fhe would 
enjoy when her education fhould be finith- 
ed, and fhe would fpend all her time with 
Monfeigneur and Madame. Itoid her that 
Madame, who had great equality of temper 
and fome angelic virtues, would place all 
her felicity in making her happy the mo- 
ment fhe was acquainted with the charac- 
ter and accomplifhments of her daughter. 


EF cited various proofs of goodnefs which I 
K 5 had 
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had witneffed in both her parents. She 
heard me with delight, and repeated that 
no daughter could feel a greater tendernefs 
and affection, and that thefe fentiments were 
engraven on her heart. She will then, I 
am fure, redouble her cares and attentions, 
and employ all the zeal of which the is 
capable to fatisfy Madame of the truth of 
thefe feelings. 

CHARTRES. 

MonTreEnsIER. 

ADELA D’ORLEANS, 





23 sprid 1799: 

» »- ¢ . « IT HAVE omitted to write 
that about feven or eight days fince 1 had 
a converfation with the Duke de Chartres 
with which I was pleafed. It was upon 
the fubje&t of democratic extravagance. 
Tlis Highnefs feemed to feel that there was 
little policy in carrying to excefs principles 
excellent in themfelves, but which might 
by that means become abfurd and vicious, 
Thave a right to converfe with you upon 
this 
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this {ubject, and to enjoy your confidence. 
Long before the revolution I had taught 
you to defpife ridiculous titles, to beftow 
no real honour but upon virtue and merit, 
to affociate, regardlefs of birth, with per- 
fons diftinguifhed for their talents and in- 
tegrity, and to confider that among men 
there was but one true inequality, the in- 
equality that virtue and education eftablith. 
I had read to you the fhocking code of 
game laws to excite your deteltation of it; 
and made you promife that you would 
never avail yourfelves of thofe horrible 
rights. I had taught you to defpife pride 
and oftentation, and to cultivate the re- 
{pect and love of the people whofe voice 
alone decided the reputation of princes. 
Thus you have never received from me 
either ariftocratical principles or an arif- 
tocratical education; but at the fame time 
J hate excefs which weak minds only can 
defire. I would have you be faithful to 
the civic oath you have taken, and proceed 
no farther than the National Affembly has 
done; you will otherwife be guilty of a 

K 6 thoufand 
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thoufand follies and abfurdities. I would 
have you be virtuous patriots and faithful 
fubjects: various important duties are in- 
cluded in this chara‘ter, which you have 
{worn to fulfil; and it is only by never 
violating them that you can obtain the 
efteem of a!] parties, and the reputation of 
which you vught to be ambitious. 


27 “bril 179U. 

M. LEBRUN complains in his Journal 
that the Duke de Montpenfier allows him- 
jelf fometimes to fay 4y God. The Duke 
has fo pure a heart, 1s fo diftinguifhed for 
piety, has fo natural and juft an averfion to 
every thing indecent, difhoneft, and licen- 
tious, that Iam aftonifhed he can pardon 
in himfelf fuch expreffions. When you 
fhall be fettled in life and have free inter- 
courfe with the world, you will find almoft 
all young perfons addicted to the abomi- 
nable vice of {wearing. Would you imitate 
fo unworthy an example? I flatter myfelf 
that you will nor, but will have tafte and 
underitanding 
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underftanding enough to defpife every 
fpecies of indecency, which proceeds from 
levity of mind and can afford no fort of 
fatisfaction. It is no excufe for us that 
others indulge themfelves in a criminal 
practice ; there are multitudes however 
who avail themfelves of this plea for 
drunkennefs, debauchery, the low vice of 
gaming, and a thoufand things equally 
degrading. Refle&t that the virtuous clafs 
of men 1s lefs numerous than thofe who 
have received a corrupt education and are 
without principles, and that you will there- 
fore meet with more bad examples than 
good. But recollect at the fame time that, 
with your education and the reflections you 
have been taught to make, you will be 
wholly inexcufable if you deviate from the 
light path, and if you are not cited as an 
example of perfect purity and virtue. 





30 April 1790. 


THE Duke de Chartres has written a 
number 
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number of letters to M. Pieyre, which do 
honour to his ynderftanding and his heart. 
The Duke de Montpenfier has alfo written 
fome delightful ones to the Count de Ro- 
manfoff. 


1 May 1789 
» LT HAVE likewife forgotten 
to write that the princes, for their own con- 
venience and to avoid a confufion of names, 
have agreed to fign the articles of this jour- 
nal with che fimple name by which they are 
refpectively called, inftead of d’Orleans. 
‘©] have read every article fince the 


<* gath inftant, 
‘¢ CHARTRES, 


‘© MonTPENSIER.” 
7 May 1790« 
» « - +» . AT prefent the Duchefs 
d’Orleans comes here only once a week. 
I could wifh Mademoifelle to write to her, 
without being reminded, at leaft every two 
days. An affectionate child fhould derive 
great 
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great pleafure from writing to her mother 
every day that fhe does not fee her: this 
ought to be the more natural to Made- 
morfelle as fhe is daily obliged to compofe 
fomething out of her own head for the fake 
of her {pelling ; and furely it would be more 
pleafing to write to her mamma, than to 
write about the weather. 
‘¢ | have read the preceding article. 
«© ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 





15 May 1790. 

THE Duke de Chartres 

has done a very inconfiderate thing, with 
which I was not acquainted till yefterday. 
He had written a letter to M. Pieyre which 
] thought a good one. I had advifed him 
to keep copies of his letters. His Highnefs 
entiufted a copy of this Jaft letter to M+**, 
who has been to Paris and has fhewn it to 
a number of perfons, fo that it will probably 
appear in print *: all this is extremely ab- 
furd. The letter might be very well as 


* I was miftaken in my conjecture. 
written 
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written to a friend, but it will appear a 
wretched performance from the prefs ; but 
were it ever fo excellent, it would full be 
extremely ridiculous to make it public. 

I muft alfo mention another thing which 
has very much difpleafed me. You wrote 
me, a few days ago, a letter that in many 
refpects very fenfibly affected me; but :t 
contained an expreffion which I cannot 
pafs over in filence. You fay in it that 
there is nothing upon earth which you fo 
much love as the new conffitutiun and me. 
J am fme that a moment’s refiection would 
have convinced you of the blatneable ex- 
travayance of this phrafe. The perfons 
whom you ought to love infinitely more 
than me, are thofe to whom you are indebt- 
ed for life, and to whom, by their making 
choice of me for your governefs, you will 
equally owe the education I fhall give you. 
Ihave no doubt that, when you wrote to 
me in this ftyle, you imagined that thefe 
things would be underftood, and that you 
think and feel properly upon this fubyect : 
but this is not fufficient; your expreffions 


fhould 
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fhould never be equivocal, and I requeft it 
as a favour that in future you will give me 
no reafon to tell you of thefe things, which 
ought to be very painful to you; not that 
I fufpecét you of being deficient in filial 
affection, but becaufe I know on the con- 
trary this fentiment to be fo deeply en- 
graven on your hearts that the flighreft re- 
proach is calculated moft fenfibly to afflict 
you. 
‘¢ T have read the preceding article. 
‘© CHARTRES.” 
Saturday, 22. May 17906 
It is with extreme pain I write in this 
journal that, the day before yefterday, 
Mademoielle told me a falfehood. It was 
thus: Mademoifelle, before ] rofe in the 
morning, was detirous of witting to the 
Duchefs d’Orleans ; and as I was not pre- 
fent to correct her {pelling, fhe applied to 
Henrietta. Vien I got up fhe brought 
me the letter; J read it, and pointed out a 
phrafe which I knew to be Henrietta’s. 
She afferted, with blufhes, that the expref- 
fion 
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fion was her own, and that no part of the 
Jetter had been dictated tro her. As it was 
impoffible I fhould deceive myfelf, 1 
charged ! cr directly with falfehood, which 
fhe acknowle deed the next minute in terms 
of the deepeft iegret. Violation of truth ts 
at all times fhocking, but the fault was the 
more heinous an the prefent inftance, as 
Mademorfelle well knew that I always 
avoided dictating or even correcting any 
letters written by herfelf or her brothers to 
Monfeigneur and Madame, becanfe this 
would be to deceive them * ; whereas, on 
the contraiy, I could with them to be as 
perfectly acquainted with the talents and 
characters of their childien as I myfelf am. 
Mademonelle appeared to be fo fenfible of 
her fault, that [am perfuaded the will never 
again be guilty of any thing fimilar to rt, 
and the more fo as fhe has naturally a fin- 
cere love of integrity and truth. But J 


* A fpecies of deception however to which few pre- 
ceptors have any {cruple ; but it was my opimon that, 
upon all points, probity and delicacy could not be car- 


ned too far. 
have 
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have punifhed her by making her dine and 
{up alone in her chamber. 
‘¢ | have read the above article. 
ss ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 





26 May 1™go. 

] RECEIVED this day a letter from the 
Duke d’Orleans, who informs me that, if 
a war fhould break out, he will come in 
perfon and condu¢t you to a place where it 
will be likely to afford you moft infliuction, 
and where he will himfelf ftay with you. 
I {aw with pleafure, but without furprife, 
how much you were moved by the tender- 
nefs of this good father, to whom you owe 
the warmeft gratitude. What has he not 
done for you fince vou came into the world? 
He has braved public opinion by commit- 
ting you to the care of a woman, becaufe 
he thought her capable of infpiring you 
with virtuous principles. He has {pared 
no expence in your inftruction; and at a 
time when his affairs obliged him to intro- 
duce reforms and to make perfonal facrifices, 
he 
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he took cate that this economy fhould not 
extend to your education. His attentions 
to you have been truly amiable, inftructing 
you himfelf to ride on hoifeback, treating 
you with the utmoft kindnefs and paternal 
affection ; when abfent writing ro you regu- 
larly ; when at Paris coming almoft every 
day to Belle Chaffe, and to Saint Leu not 
Jefs than two or thiee times a week, and 
frequently fleeping there thar he might 
{pend more time with you. You have a 
jatt fenfe of thefe obligations, and I am 
very certain that the beft of fathers will 
find in the hearts of his childien the re- 
compenfe which he has a right to expect. 
“‘ T have read the preceding article with 

“ the greateft pleafure. 

‘¢ CHARTRES, 

«o MonTPENSIER.” 


eee, Ee 


3 June 1790. 

» «© « © IN returning from Chauvri, 
the Duke de Chartres alighted from his 
horfe and travelled on foot a league and a 
half, 
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half, by the fide of my afs, in roads full of 
mud and ftones. He told me that in going 
he had been very dull becaufe we could not 
gallop. But you were in company with 
your brother and other perfons with whom 
you were acquainted and whom you love: 
we were all exceedingly cheerful; you alone 
were grave and melancholy. You cannot 
fay that 1t was on account of any difagree- 
ment with me, as we were upon good 
terms; but you were dull and tied becaufe 
you are not fociable, becuufe you derive no 
pleafure from the felicity of others: and 
yet all that is neceflary to this, 1s a good 
heart and a little pleafantnefs of temper. 
Do you fuppofe that at my age and with 
iny turn of mind, itis any great amufe- 
ment to be jolted and bruifed tor the fpace 
of three or four hours on the back of an afs? 
Affuredly not ; but the excurfion delighted 
me, I was gay without effort, becaufe I 
enjoyed the happinefs of the party. I 
know, my child, it was from an impulfe of 
friendfhip that you walked by my fide and 
efcorted my afs; but ] have a thoufand 
times told you that when we are in com- 


pany 
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pany we ought to confult the feelings of 
every individual; that it 3s uncivil and 
abfurd to have the air of difliking what 
affords amufement to others, and, fur- 
rounded by our friends, to Javifh all our 
cares upon one perfon only. When I fee 
you ad thus, which I frequently do, it 
erieves my heart, and it is impoffible I 
fhould receive with kindnefs fuch indeco- 
rous attentions: the more I love you, the 
more offenfive they are to me, becaufe 
they render you extremely difagreeable to 
every body elfe. Befide you know that I 
have naturally an averfion to the bcing 
treated by any one with fuch invidious 
diftin@tion. I have long cured Made- 
moifelle and Pamela of thus following me 
like my fhadow and of caring for me alone. 
I love fociablenefs above all things, with- 
out which there can neither be gaiety nor 
agreeable parties. You may recollect the 
many quarrels [ have had with Ma- 
dame de Valence, fo juftly dear to me, 
becaufe fhe had the fame defire of being 
always pinned to my apron firing. Yow 
cannot therefore be furprifed at the cold- 
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nefs with which I treat you on fuch occa- 
fions as thefe. I with you to be amiable, 
and to behave lke the reft in our little 
excurfions, with the fame good humour 
and general attention to the company. 

It is now three months fince *** has 
been introduced for the purpofe of accom- 
panying Mademoifelle and me in our lef- 
fons of mufic; and during all.that time 
Mademoiwelle has not conceived it her 
duty to difplay any politenefs towards her, 
nor to afk me whether tt did not become 
her, in acafe Iike this where a perfon of 
talents was concerned, to make ler fome 
little prefent. I know very well that there 
are many things that we can teach, but I 
begin to defpair of the poMibility of teach- 
ing to think, and of giving to thofe who are 
indifpofed towards iu, a fecling of that 
decorum and propriety of cartiage without 
which a perfon is nothing in the world 
but a mere automaton *,—-—F'rom motives 


of 


* This is another inftance in which the leffon was 
much too fevere for the occafion. My excufe is the 
ardent defire I felt to fee my pupils perfect. I have 
never blamed or prailed them without experiencing 

ftrong 
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of charity I have taken under my protec- 
tion the little Stéphanie Navoigile, a girl 
eight years and a half old, and for the laft 
fix weeks have given her leffons upon the 
harp. Mademoifelle has undertaken the 
expence of her fubfiftence t. 
«¢ We have read the preceding article. 
| “¢ CHARTRES. 
“© MonTPENSIER. 
‘* ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 


wee eee ee 


1S une 17G0. 


a a e s s e * a e e eo ° 


THE Duke de Chartres has written to 
the Duke d’Orleans, and 1n his letter em- 
ploys the following expreffion: May I take 


ftrong emotions either of grief or pleafure ; and fuch 
feelings {carcely admit the poffibility of {cleQing and 
meafuiing out onc’s cxpreffions. 


+ This child is fill with us. She perfectly anfwers 
my cares, and will one day poflc{, aftomfhing talents, 
Let me afk thofe who, without knowing me, charge 
me with bulying :nyfch 1m intrigues and affairs of go- 
vernment, how, in the midft of fo many labours, of 
duties faithfully difcharged, and occupations voluntarily 
undertaken, this could be poffible? 


the 
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the liberty to requeft of my dear Papa. This 
expreflion, may I take the liberty, is a ri- 
diculous piece of ceremony towards a 
father, and the kindeft and moft exem- 
plary of fathers. It is exactly of the fame 
tenour as if one fhould have faid to him, 
I have the honour io inform you, ce. We 
doubtlefs owe the moft profound refpedl 
to one’s father and mother, but it Is a 
fentiment and duty too facred to be ex- 
preffed in the cold and vulgar forms which 
we employ towards ftrangers: it 15 a fort 
of worfbip, as the phrafe filial piety implies, 
and not a modifh etiquette. Hus highnefs 
is old enough to feel all this, but he is in 
general too inattentive to the propriety and 
decorum of his expreffions.—In one of our 
late excutfions the Duke de Chartres rode 
fixteen leagues on hoifeback. Hus horfe 
yeared and threw him: the Duke difplayed 
the true courage of a man, and great pie- 
fence of mind; he received no hurt. The 
Duke de Montpenfier evinced upon this 
occafion extreme fenfbility and bro- 
therly affection —The Duke de Chartres 

VOL. I. L, has 
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has requefted my permifion to read Tele- 
machus a fecond time: he has this book al- 
ways in his pocket that he may read it at 
his Icifure moments, which affords me great 
pleafure.—I perceive with fingular fatif- 
faction that as the piinces advance in age, 
the more rooted are their fentiments of 
piety, and the ftronger is their admiration 
of modefty, chaftity and virtue. I hefitate 
not to fay that there are no young perfons 
of the fame age purer, or more religious 
without imbecility, without bigotry, be- 
caufe they fully undeiftand religion, and 
are deeply penetrated with its fubhme and 
peifect morality. 
28 Fune 1790. 
I HAVE underftood this morning from 
the Journal of M. Lebrun, and have been 
confiderably furprifed at the information, 
that you play at billiards for money. Ic is 
in vain that you may tell me that you play 
but for fmall fums; you have but {mall 
fums in your power to play for. It is 
ftrange 
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ftrange that, after all you have faid to me 
upon the fubject of gaming, you cannot in- 
tereft yourfelves ina game of addrefs with- 
out playing for money. for M. Lebrun ob- 
ferves that fince you have played for money 
you have entered into the amufement with 
much relifh and activity. This is an inftance 
of uncommon inconfiftency and weaknefs. 
<< J have promifed my friend that I would 
‘¢ never game for fo much as a fingle crown, 
¢ and fhe may be affured that I have faith- 
‘fully kept my promife: I have neither 
‘¢ played nor betted at billiards even the 
*< fum of two pence *. 
“¢ CHARTRES.” 


1 Fuly 1790. 
I HAVE feen with pleafure that you act 
confiftently with your fentiments and opi- 
nions, relative to the new confltitution ; that 
you have been charmed with the fuppref- 
fion of titles and all thofe puerile diftinc- 
tions of which fools only can be vain, gnd 


* This was true; I had mifunderftood the Journal 


of M. Lebrun. 
L2 that 
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that you with the fuppreffion to extend to 
ribbons and every decoration of a fimilar 
kind, For my own part I could with that, 
as to ribbons, thofe who have juftly acquired 
them by military fervices and brilliant ex- 
ploits might be permitted to keep them, 
Yn that cafe M. de Chiartres, for example, 
who has done nothing, would quit his, 
while the military officers who have ob- 
tained it by ferving their country, would 
ftill wear it. Jam fure this idea will {trike 
you as equitable, 
6 Fuly 1790. 
THE Journal of M,. Lebrun has, for fe- 
veral days paft, been unfavourable to M. 
de Chartres; he encroaches continually 
upon his hours of ftudy to write to me, 
a proceeding that gives me confiderable 
pain. You will foon, my cluld, be your 
own mafter, we fhall be feparated: it is 
then I will thank you to write, to open 
your heart to me, to preferve towards me 
thac intimate confidence, the only true proof 
of cordial friendfhip, and which I hall merit 
ta 
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to my laft hour by my fincere and ardent 
affection. 

«IT have read the above article, and I 
‘© hope that I fhall render myfelf worthy of 
‘¢the maternal tendernefs, of which my 
“ friend gives me fo many proofs. 

‘¢ CHARTRES.” 


16 Fuly 1790. 

If affords me inexprefible fatisfaction to 
fee that your minds are penetiated with a 
fenfe of religion. In M. de Montpenfier 
piety is become a fentiment fo tender, fo 
rational and fo profound as to be wholly 
unexampled at his age.—On the day of the 
federation you did a thing which I very 
much difapproved. Before the arrival of 
the king you went to the Champ de Mars, 
where you were highly applauded ; but you 
had no bufinefs there, and one nught fup- 
pofe that you went on purpofe to be ap- 
plauded: befide you ought not to have 
taken a ftep of this kind without confulting 
me; 1 was no farther off than the next 
houfe to-you. Upon the fubjeé& of public 
L 3 applaule 
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applaufe my opinion is this—We ought to 
fet the higheft value upon popular favour, 
becaufe it 1s only to be obtained by virtue 
or the appearance of virtue. To be ad- 
mired in fafhionable circles, a few frivolous 
accomplifhments are fufficient; but the 
people will have virtues and good actions, 
and it is for this reafon that their appro- 
bation ought to be eftimated fo highly. Ie 
is their pre1ogative to beftow true fame ; at 
the fame time that it is injudicious and ab- 
furd to feem to covet their applaufes; this 
would at once be a wound to modefty and 
an exhibinon of ftuptd conceit. We muft 
take care however not to feem to fet light 
by their approbation ; that would be a folly 
of another fort more conceited and more 
mtolerable. Tris our wifdem therefore rot 
in the fmalleft degree to covet their ap- 
plaufe, nor to affect to fly from it, but at 
the fame time to receive it whenever it ts 
beftowed with all poffible deference and 
gratitude. Remember, my children, that 
good tafte and graceful manners can never 
exift without complaifance, propriety and 

i decorum : 


to ber Pupils. 223 


decorum : now there is nothing more inde- 
corous than to appear to hold the public 
in contempt, and to think fo highly of our- 
felves as to believe that we do not ftand in 
need of their fuffrage. Regard it always 
as a re{peCtable judge. Never attempt to 
corrupt and feduce it by mean flutcery and 
hypocritical virtue ; you would thus defeat 
your purpofe ; but defire ardently its eftecm, 
and merit it by purity of conduct and gee 
nuine worth. Next to the teftimony of 
our confcience, its approbation is the no- 
bjeft recompenfe of virtue. 

*< ] have read the preceding article, and 
«am happy in being able to fay that I 
“«< previoufly entertained the fame fenti- 
** ments as my friend. 

“« CHARTRES.” 

‘I alfo agree perfectly in opinion with 
« my friend. 

‘© MoNTPENSIER.” 





26 Fuly 1790. 

M.DE BEAU JOLLOIS, withoutintend- 
ingit, {truck M. de Chartres this morning on 
L4 the 
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the chin with the butt end of hts mufket, and 
M. de Chartres in revenge inhumanly thruft 
the mufket in his brother’s face. M. de 
Chartres has fomething in his natural tem- 
per that leads him, previoufly to reflection, 
into extreme brutality. I am not tempted 
to foften the word, for I will never explain 
away the dictates of juftice and truth ; at the 
fame time ] confefs that there is an integrity 
in his character which I do flatter my felf wal] 
ultimately render him more gentle in his 
mannersand more delicate in his practices, 
qualities with which my affection and zeal 
have hitherto failed to infpire him.— Ma- 
dame d’Orleans came yefterday to dine with 
her children. I propofed to her to change 
the hour of Mademorfelle’s ftudies, that fhe 
might walk alone with her for half an hour 
after dinner, which fhe accepted. Made- 
moifelle, when fhe returned from this walk, 
was overcome with joy; fhe told me that 
fhe had talked a great deal with her dear, 
dear Mamma; that fhe had expreffed to her 
how delighted fhe was to have paffed three 
hours and a half in her company, a circum- 

ftance 
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{tance which had not happened for nine 
months; and that fhe was mortified and 
afflicted at net feeing her oftener than once 
in eight or ten days, and then only fora 
few minutes. Madame d’Orleans replied 
that fhe had been prevented by a mulupli- 
city of bufinefs, which, i the abfence of 
M. d’Orleans, may eafily be conceived, 
but fhe accompanied this detail with the 
moft tender expreflions imaginable, and 
added that fhe thould now come oftener 
to fec her cluldren*. J participated in 

the 


* This however was not verificd, thoavh Madame 
Orleans certainly iitended it when fle fo expreflively 
and feelingly made the promife. But fhe was diffuadcd 
from it by the perfon whofe couufels Mie followed, aud 
who was afraid that, if fhe were to {pend tinte enough 
in our retreat to converfe and come to an explanation 
with her children, her reconciliation with me would be 
the confequence. We have remarked in gencral that 
whenever fhe has been left to her own guidance, the 
firft emotions of her heart have been thofe of kindnefs 
and affeétion, a» was evidently the cafe when M. de 
Chartres confefled to her the henous offence he had 
committed in having told her a flichcod: fhe reeerved 
him at the moment with that indulyence, fenfibility 

L5 and 
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the feelings of Mademorfelle on this oc- 
cafion, whofe heart was penetrated with 
gratitude and joy; and the fenfibility and 
extreme affection which fhe dHplayed to- 
wards a mother fo virtuous and fo worthy 
to be loved, makes her ftill more dear to 
me; not that I ever doubted her poffeffing 
thefe fentuments, but when I fee them fo 
naturally and forcibly expreffed, my regard 
for my dear Adela is neceffarily redoubled. 
‘¢ J have read the preceding article. 
“© CHARTRES. 
“© ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 
; 25 dugufl 17906 
FOr feveral days we were all three upon 
terms of referve and coldnefs: yelterday 
evening a reconciliation took place with 
that franknefs, that effufion and fenfibility 
peculiar to honeft hearts, and we fpent tn 


and incomparable goodnefs which are na.ural to her; but 
fhe treated him the next day with the utmoft coldnefs, 
becaufe fhe had m themean time related the circumitance 
to her counfellor, who had incenfed her mind. We have 
made the fame remark, on. all occafions, within thefe 


two years. 
cons 
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confequence a delightful evening. My 
children may be affured that whenever I 
behave coldly to them, my mind ts far from 
being at eafe, and 1 acknowledge that from 
a too lively intereft in their welfure, I am 
frequently too fevere. When you do any 
thing that I difapprove, I magnify in ima- 
gination the confequences of it; but at the 
fame time, when your actions are deferving’ 
of commendation, my joy and the hopes I 
derive from them as to your future life have 
no bounds. Jam in general blunt when 
any one difpleafes me, and have not in that 
cafe the amenity I could wifh: were I able 
to chide you with as much gentlenefs, as I 
praife you with affection, when you merit 
it, J fhould make a itronger impreffion on 
your minds; but education has not cor- 
rected my natural defects; it was very much 
neglected, and it left me a thoufand imper- 
fections. In my treatment of you I have 
cured myfelf of a quickneis of temper that 
was highly derogatory to me; but I have 
fubftituted in its plece a fort of drynefs and’ 


HI] bumour which often afluates me when 
L. 6 J am 
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I am offended. When we are no longer 
young it commonly happens thus, we 
correct ourfelves of a fault by exchanging 
it for another. You, my children, who are 
in the firft flage of youth, may cure your- 
felves entirely of your defects. avoid par- 
ticularly thofe which I have confeffed to 
you, from feeing how very injurious they 
are tome. How noble would be the re- 
folve to approach every day nearer to per- 
fection! and it is a project which could 
not fail of fueceeding when formed at the 
age of fifteen or fixteen years. 
<‘ T have read the preceding article. 
‘¢ CHARTRES. 
«© MonTPENSIER.” 





ieee eee 


11 September 1790. 


ABOUT a fortnight ago Mademoifelle 
and her brothers afked leave of Madame 
d’Orleans to dine with her the following 
Sunday. She confented, but on the pre- 
ceding Saturday fhe came to tell them that 
an affair had happened which would pre- 
vent her receiving them. The children 

exprefled 
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expreffed a defire that fhe would name 
fome other day, and fhe accordingly ap- 
pointed Sunday fe’cnnight. The day 
before the time, which was yefterday, fhe 
called upon Mademoifelle at half after 
eight in the morning and informed her, 
that fhe could no longer permit her chif- 
dren to come to fee her, that fhe had very 
ftrong reafons for this, which fhe did not 
choofe to mention, but which fhe flattered 
herfelf would foon be done away, and that 
then fhe would receive them. She after- 
wards afked Mademorfelle a variety of 
queftions relative to me, and among othes, 
if it were really true that fhe loved me? Ma- 
cemoifelle related all this to me with the 
utmoft concern and grief. Nearly the 
fame things were repeated by Madame 
d’Orleans to her fons. This information - 
1s very painful to me: I fhould never have 
undertaken the charge of your education if 
} had not been as earneftly folicited by 
Madame d’Orleans as by your father; the 
was fatisfied with my cares and overwhelm- 
ed me with her kindnefs till the period of 

the 
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the month of October laft; fince that time,, 
without affigning any reafon, fhe has treat- 
ed me with an extreme rigour, of which 
you have all been witneffes ; but I flatter 
myfelf that thefe clouds will difperfe. She 
is naturally fo good, fo virtuous, that fhe 
will at laft do me juftice, and I hope that 
the return of her friendfhip and confidence 
will afford me the poffibility of conunuing 
in a fituation, which my affection for you 
renders fo dear to me, but which ] cannot 
retain in the ftate in which things are at 
prefent. 
«< ] have read the above article. 
«© CHARTRES. 
“<< MonTPENSIER.” 
18 September 19790. 
You fay that 1 do not treat you with 
kindnefs: affume the man, fhew yourfelf 
in your intercourfe with me not an infant 
full of inconfiltency and boyifh tricks, but 
a youth of feventeen years, who knows his 
duty, who treats his friend with attention 
and 
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and kindnefs; and you may then depend 
upon the moft uniaterrupted marks of 
affection from me, 

‘¢ My heart has been fenfibly moved by 
“the preceding article. The period my 
“‘ friend fixes is a very fhort one, but [I 
 promife her to exert my utmoft efforts to 
‘¢ do what fhe requires of me *, 

‘© CHARTRES,”” 


20 September 1790. 
IN the carriage yefterday Cefar took pof- 
{effion of a place, which was not the place 
of honour, but which M. de Chartres 
thought proper to prefer; and without 
faying a word he took Cefar by the 
fhoulders, thruft him from his feat, and 
placed himfelf in it. I fhould have thought 
if this place were agreeable to him, that he 
would have had the civility to have afked 


* Thad told him to behave to me in a manner more 
fuitable to his age, and I promifed him if, only for a 
mnonth, he would put off his freaks and his wantonnefs, 
I would treat him in a manner agreeable to his wifhes. 

for 
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for it; but this mode of feizing it is as 
ariftocratic as it i 11! bred. 

The day before yefterday the Duke de 
Chartres rofe from table four minutes 
before fupper was over, and Jefe Made- 
moifelle, Henrietta and Pamela *. I ob- 
ferved to him that he might fit a little 
longer fince he had no particular bufinefs. 
He told me he had done his meal. I had 
my doubts about this amfwer, but I will 
not pofitively affirm that at feventeen years 
of age one ought to be more polite. In 
the carriage yefterday for the firft hour or 
two he was very gloomy and very filent, he 
became afterwards a little more fociable. 

« T have read the preceding article. 
‘© CHARTRES. 
«© MonTPENSIER.” 


4 Oflober 1790. 


AN excellent day. Madame came yef- 
terday with M. d’Orleans: fhe entered my 


* TI was not at table, but I’ was in the chamber, and 
he merely quitted hig {upper to come to me. 
5 chamber, 
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chamber, embraced me with great goodnefs, 
and told her children that the clouds which 
had hung over her mind were difperfed, 
and that every thing would now be as it 
was before the month of Oétober laft. 
To-morrow we fhall dine with her. 





5 Odober 1790. 


WE have dined at the Palais-Royal. 
Madame d’Orleans informed her daughter 
that fhe fhould come once a week, 1n the 
morning, to take her out for an hour, and 
Mademoifelle was highly delighted at the 
intelligence. M. de Chartres has told me 
that he yefterday afked Madame d’Orleans 
for her picture in oil colours and in minia- 
ture. I have advifed him to fix the latter 
to his watch that he might always wear it. 
I ought to add that, about ten or twelve 
days ago, I had a converfation with him 
in which he evinced, with an effufion of 
heart that was truly enchanting, the warmeft 
affection for his mother. He faid, among 
other things, that when his education 
fheuld be finithed he would devote all the 

time¢ 
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time he could fpare from his ftudies te 
Madame d’Orleans and his father. I ad- 
vife him to fet apart two days in the week, 
befide Sunday, for dining with them, and 
not to come to Belle Chaffe on thofe days. 
till fix o’clock in the evening; an arrange- 
ment that will be the leaft injurious of any 
to his ftudies* 

I propofed, a day or two finee, to M. 
d’Orleans that you might without delay be 
permitted to pay a vifit of five or fix days 
to M. de Penthiévre, which he very much 
approved. He informed me this evening 
that the fame idea had occurred to Madame 


* M,. de Chartres and his brother, as has been already 
feen by the Journal, had expreffed a ftrong defire that 
their education might continue till they were refpec- 
tively of the age of feventeen years and a half; but 
M. d’Orleans withed his eldeft fon to have his liberty 
6 Odtober 1790, when he would be feventeen. M. de 
Chartres was extremely mortified at a decifion that 
deprived him of fix months regular ftudies which I 
had prepared with the utmoft care: for myfelf, I was, 
iF poflible, more affiGed than he, for I conceive that, to 
be complete, the education of a young perfon fhould be 
continued till the age of twenty. 

d’Orleans, 
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d’Orleans, and that fhe would herfelf ac. 
company you ina few days, which is the 
more kind and obliging in her, as fhe did 
not intend to go till the month of Novem- 
ber, and as, upon M. d’Orleans expreffing 
a defire that your vifit might no longer be 
deferred, fhe has deranged all her plans 
for the pleafure of going with you. 

The day has been excellent in all re- 
fpects, and I am perfectly fatisfied with 
my dear children. 

M. de Beaujollois is about to prepare 
himfelf for his firftt communion; he has 
{poken to me this evening upon the fubyect 
in a manner that very much pleafed me. I 
hope, dear child, that in your preparation 
for this important a¢t you will imitate the 
fervent piety of your brothers, and that 
your mind in general will take a ferious 
and rational turn: you have fo excelleng 
a heart and fo many good qualtttes, that, 
when you fhall have acquired greater com- 
mand of yourfelf and a little more appli-~ 
cation, you will be a charming creature. 


€é I have 


236 Leffons of a Governe/s 


<< T have read the above article. 
‘“ CHARTRES. 
“ MoNTPENSIER. 
‘ ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 


@ s ° oe e es e e a e e e « 
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+ Od ber 19906 
] HAVE juft received a note from Ma- 
dame d’Orleans in which fhe communi- 
cates her defign of taking out Myde- 
moifelle every Tuefday, Thurfday, and 
Saturday, from twelve to one o’clock or 
4 quarter after, and that on Sundays, when 
I do not dine with them, fhe will take out 
the children at three and bring them home 
at fix, As Iam exceedingly defirous, and 
have always defired, that Madame d’Or- 
leans fhould fee Mademoifelle as frequently 
as could poffibly be made compatible with 
her ftudies, I have juft written an anfwer in 
which I propofe to her farther methods for 
that purpofe. Henrietta will be fo good as 
co copy it in this place. 
Copy 
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Copy of my Anfwer to Madame d’Orleans. 


MADEMOISELLE thall certainly be 
ready at the times Madame d’Orleans de- 
fires, I have a farther method to propofe 
by which Madame may have the company 
of her daughter for a ftill longer time with- 
Out injury to her ftudies. We have not yet 
finifhed our tour of Monuments, Cabinets, 
&c. to be feen in Paris. On thofe days 
therefore, when our tour fhall fall on the 
days Madame has fixed for vifiting Made- 
moitelle (fince we fhall perhaps be obliged 
fometimes to take thofe days) Madame 
may, 1f fhe think fit, without the leaf in- 
jury to our plan, conduct Mademoifelle to 
the place of rendezvous, fo as to be there 
at the fame time as her brothers, or ata 
different time if that be more agreeable. I 
will in that cafe furnith Madame d’Orleans 
with a lift of what we have already feen, 
that fhe may perceive what there is that 
remains to be feen: on thefe days Madame, 
without any derangement of our ftudies, 
may detain her daughter for an hour and a 


half, 
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half, and this on the very days that fhe has 
not fixed for her vifits, as well as on thofe 
which fhe has. She fhall always receive 
notice of our tour the evening before it is 
proceeded upon. I propofe this only for 
the winter feafon in Paris, becaufe, having 
already made all the excurfions which are 
mioft inftructive and interefting, thofe which 
remain are not of great importance, fo that 
indeed Mademoifelle might wholly difpenfe 
with them, were it not that they will com- 
plete the courfe in which fhe is already en- 
gaged ; Madame will therefore adopt and 
purfue them if fhe think proper. 
£6 T have read the above article. 

“< CHARTRES. 

“« MoNTPENSIER. 

“ADELA D’ORLEANS, 

‘© BEAUJOLLOIS.” 


& Ofober 1790. 

T HAVE requefted Mademoifelle, who 
clines alone to-morrow with Madame d’Or- 
Jeans, to inform her that if, befide Sunday, 
dhe wifhes to have the company of her 
daughter 
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daughter on Monday, I fhall be delighted, 
as 1 would in that cafe accept an invitation 
which I have received to dinner. I have 
defired Mademoifelle farther to inform her 
that when my aunt returns, which will be 
foon, I mean to dine with her once a fort« 
night, and fhall rake with me only M. de 
Montpenfier, and that Madame may there- 
fore have the company of her daugh- 
ter on thofe days alfo. It is a pleafure to 
me to fee in Madame d’Orleans a defire 
of {pending more time with Mademoifelle ; 
the gratification would be greater were 
this time to pafs at Belle Chaffe, but at any 
rate I rejoice exceedingly that fhe at length 
wifhes to know her daughter as perfectly as 
j know her; it has been my conftant defire ; 
1 have written this journal for this fole pur- 
pofe, and have urged Madame, upon 
every occafion and in the prefence of her 
children, to accompany us in our touts and 
to refide with us in the country. 

M. de Chartres has dined to-dzy with 
Madame d’Orleans.—He fpoke to me this 
evening, with a charming fenfibility, of the 

pain 
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pain he feels at feeing me lefs frequently. 
I replied, that he ought to confole himfetf 
by the confideration that the liberty he en- 
joys affords him the fureft means of prov- 
ing to me his affection and gratitude ; that 
is, by preferving his religious principles 
and the purity of his manners; by being 
an excellent fon, a fond brother and a good 
citizen. Let him be all this, and his duties 
towards me will be completely difcharged. 
J fee alfo with fatisfaction how painful it is 
to him to be feparated from his brother, 
and how clofely their affectionate hearts are 
united. Ever preferve, dear children, the 
fentiments you at prefent entertain, and 
believe that there is in life but one real fc- 
licity, that of loving thofe whom we aie 
bound to love, and of having a pure con- 
{cience. 
s¢ ] havetead the above article. 

“ CHARIRES, 

“¢ MoNTPONSIER. 

** ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 


e e td] ° ‘ * e * ry e e e o a 


MADE- 
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13 Ofober 17990. 
MADEMOISELLE is in perfect ecttafy 
at the tenderne{s with which fhe is treat 
ed by Madame d’Orleans. She can only 
prove her gratitude by an affection and 
confidence that fhall know no bounds. 
J have propofed to Madame to undertake 
herfelf the inflruCtion of her daughter in 
mythology, and I fhall furnifh her with all 
my manufciipts for that purpofe: fhe ac-, 
cepted the propotal with alacrity, as well 
as another which I made her, of being 
prefent occationally at M. de Beauyollois’s 
preparation, held at the Palais Royal, fur his- 
firft communion; a preparation at which 
M. Lebrun cannot be prefent, and which 
therefore would not have been held but 
under the infpection of a valet de chambre: 
for this reafon I particularly wifhed for 
the prefence and countenance of Madame 
d’Orleans, 
‘¢ T have read the above article. 
* CHARTRES. 
‘© MonTPENSIER. 
‘ ADELA D’ORLEANS,” 
VOL. I. M WE 
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28 Ofober 1790. 
WE have {pent fome days at Noizi. 
M. de Montpenfier, in attempting for the 
fecond time to leap cver a very high bar, 
was thrown from his horfe on the turf, and 
in the fall the horfe kicked him in the 
head. He got up immediately and came 
running and {kipping to my carriage, affur- 
ing me, with a fmuiling countenance, that 
he had received no kind of hurt: it was 
only by examining his head that I per- 
ceived a fwelling larger than an egg. I 
praife him not for his courage ; he did no 
more than every man ought to do; but I 
fee] all the value of that inftantaneous im- 
pulfe which Jed him to conquer an acute 
pain, and fly to affure us of his perfect 
fafety. There is nothing in the world fo 
noble and ftriking as fenfibility and cou- 
rage united. The next morning M. de 
Montpenfier was blooded. He rofe as 
ufual, {pent the day in reading, writing and 
drawing, and the next day refumed all his 


{tudies. 
MonTPENSIER. 


YOUR 
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1 November 1790. 


YOUR ftudies go on well. M. de 
Chartres profecutes his with greater appli- 
cation than 1s required of him. As to 
manners, religion, virtue, affection for his 
father and mother, friendfhip for me, and 
general prudence of conduct, he is every 
thing that my fond heart can with. 
CuARTRES. 
MontTreENSIER, 


3 November 1790. 

From feveral things which M. de 
Chartres has mentioned, I am well aflured 
that Madame d’Orleans was difpleafed 
with him for repeating fome circumftances 
of abfolute indifference in relation to her. 
I am certain that 1f Madame had men- 
tioned to him the moft trifling circum- 
ftance in the world, and defired him not to 
acquaint me with it, he would never have 
M 2 opened 
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opened his mouth upon the fubyect: but 
fince thefe matters of indifference, commu- 
nicated to him without any precaution, have 
been a fource of difpleafure to Madame, I 
have intreated all her children never, upon 
any account, to repeat to me any part of 
her conveifation, and have defired them 
to inform hei of my sefolunon upon the 
fubjc&t. At the fame tune J give them 
full liberty to report to Madame d’Or- 
leans every thing I fay, and every thing 
that concerns me. 

M. de Charties and his fifter have ex- 
preffed the moft hvely grief at the extreme 
coldnefs with which Madame d’Orleans 
has treated them for this fortnight pait, 
particularly when they are alone with her, 
and fo: which they are unable to affign 
any reafon. J have told them that ume, 
perfevering affection on their part, and urt- 
form propriety of conduct, would finally 
fucceed in making Madame d’Orleans 
every thing they could with towards her 
children. As 1am not at all able to re- 
niedy the evil, I with them to fay no more 

to 
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ta me direftly or indirectly upon the fub- 
ject ; and, in fhort, I once more abfolutely 
forbid, upon any occafion, converfation of 
this nature. 

M. de Chartres has been received with 
unanimous applaufe into the club of Jaco- 
bins. His fpeech was admirable. He 
goes to-moriow with his filter upon a vilit 
of three days to M. de Penthievre. 

CHARTRES. 
MonrTPensicr. 
ADELA D’ORLEANS. 
BEAUVJOLLOIS, 





22 November 1790. 

"THE condué of M. de Chartres conu- 
nues to be pure and perfect in all refpects. 
He dines regularly, without having once 
failed, three times a week with Madame 
d’Orleans, befide feeing her every morning 
and evening when fhe is able to reccive 
him; and he dines about once a fortnight 
with M. d’Orleans, which 1s all his father 
afks of him on account of his ftudies. The 
re{t of his time is fpent in ftudy at Belle 
M 3 Chaffe, 
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Chaffe, in the National Affembly, in the 
Philanthropic Society and the Society of 
Jacobins. By my advice he goes three 
times a week to the Flotel- Dieu to drefs 
wounds and learn to bleed*, which Ins bro- 
thers learn alfo. Jn fhoit, I cannot too 
highly praife his good fenfe, his general 
conduct, and the fincerity of his friendfhip 
19 me. He rewards me, I confefs, infi- 
nitely beyond what I dared hope, and con- 
firms me more every day in the delightful 
certainty (without which there would be no 
happinefs for me upon earth) that he will 
be the pureft, the moft virtuous of men and 
the beft poffible fnend. J flatter myielf 
that his brother will afford me equal fatf- 
faction: there is every appearance and pro- 


* A very benevolent ftudy, and highly neceflary to 
thofe who are fond of travelling, It was an effential 
part of education among the ancients, as may be fren in 
the Ihad; and I am perfuaded ot will hereafter: be 
thought equally ufeful in modern education, In my 
two effays upon the public education of women and 
upon that of the people, I have enumerated all the ad- 
vantages to be derived from it. 


mife 
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mife of the fame fentiments and the fame 
manner of thinking. 

CHARTRES. 

« T promife to realize the hopes of my 

«* good and tender friend, and will endea- 

“¢ your that in this ref{pect there fhall be 

“Sno difference between my brother and 


e ome. 
<¢ MIONTPENSIER.” 


30 November 1790. 

STUDY has gone on at a flow pace for 
feveral days paft. M. de Chartres does 
rot now make any ufe of his leaden weights 
in the morning. His Latin is pafled over 
in a very carelefs and negligent way. The 
day before yefterday I was ina clofet, from 
which, without his pe:ceiving me, I faw 
him take a leflon with M. Allyon, that ts, 
recline for half an hour on a chair like a 
perfon indifpofed, without hea:ing o1 an- 
{wering a fingle word. M. de Charties fays 
that he was afficted becaufe I appeared to 
be angry with him. In the firft place, 
I was not angry with him; and if I had 
M 4 been 
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been angry, was that a reafon for fhutting 
himfelf up with a mafter to do nothing, to 
pretend to take a leffon, and at the fame 
time to pay no attention to it, and to give 
way thus unworthily to his if! humour? 
Tadvife M. de Charties, befide his jour- 
nal, to keep a book of acccunts, and to 
{pend none ot his pocket-money without 
inferting in this book the ule to which 1 
1s apphed, with the date: this is a thing 
of more confequence thiough the whole 
courfe of our lives than we are apt to ima- 
gine. 3 
T always forget to writé that, for about 
three months, I have made Henrietta and 
Pamela learn to diefs wounds. For two 
months they have  practif{ed alternately 
twice a day upon a female belonging to 
the houfe, who has a very confiderable 
wound in her leg, and they engage in this 
ofice with all the humanity and zeal which 
it demands. Mademoifelle d Orteans alfo 
leains, and is very affiduous. 
‘< J have read the preceding article, and 
“<< hope never to give my dear friend caufe 
‘© for 
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“ fora fimilar reproach. As to the béok 
‘* of accounts, I have already begun one by 
«« her advice. 

‘© CHARTRES. 

“ MonrTPENSIER.” 


IT is now upwards of a fortmght that 
Mademoifelle has requefted me to refume 
at Belle Chaffe my leffons in mythology, as 
Madame neglects to give her the fmalleft 
inftruction. When I propoled to Madame 
d’Orleans to undertake this office, I in- 
formed her that I fhould prohibit Made- 
moifelle from taking any more leffons here, 
and fhould avoid giving her any myfelf, 
that fhe might be indebted for her know- 
ledge to Madame folely ; and I added at 
the fame time, that I would Jend her alk 
my manufcripts upon the fubje&, which are 
very confiderable. As J am not therefore 
willing to refume thefe leffons without 
knowing her intentions, I have written her 
a note of which the following 1s a copy. 


Copy of my note to Madame d’ Orleans. 
Mademoifelle has for more than a fort- 
M 5 mht 
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nigttt requefted me torefume my leffons of 
mythology. Her reafon is that, as her time 
with Madame is chiefly {pent in taking the 
air or going to fhops, inftead of improving 
in this branch of knowledge, fhe will foon 
lofe what fhe has acquired, unlefs her ftudies 
areiefumed at Belle Chaffe. Madame will 
do me the favour to inform me ofher inten- 
tions, as I fhall not be willing to engage in 
thefe leffons tall I know whether it be agree- 
able to her. I fhall only take the Itberty of 
obferving, that this fludy is indifpenfably 
necefla.y in fociety, and that Mademeifelle, 
whofe memory 1s by no means flrong, will 
never make any prolicicncy, 1f ine do not 
regularly receive cvery day a icflon of 
half an hour, 

ADELA D'ORLEANS, 





1 Devember 1790. 

MAapbAME Orleans has this day an- 
fwered my letter, In the mean ume I 
have learned frum Mademoifelle a cu- 
cumftance of which I was before ignorant, 
that Madame fometimes gave her a Jeffon 
in 
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in the carriage as they drove through the 
ftreets, which Mademoifelle confidered as 
of no value, as fhe found it impoffible to 
hear a fyllable of it. The following 1s a 
copy of Madame d’Oileans’ letter: 


cc MapaM, 
“© T HAVE followed exactly the method 


<* which you communicated to me by my 
“ daughter: bur I found it infufficient for 
“her acquiring any ufeful knowledge of 
‘* mythology, and it was my intention to 
‘¢ fpoeak io you upon the fubjeét. I entreat 
‘¢ you to inform me, by writing, what me- 
“© thod you may think proper to fubftitute in 
“< its {tead, and on my days of taking outmy 
“* daughter I will come half an hour fooner 
‘© or detain her half an hour later, as may 
‘‘be moit convenient to you, and this 
half hour I mean to confecrate wholly to 
‘©mythology. On the other days, if you 
“‘ are defirous of inftructing her yourfelf, 
“her progrefs will be only the more 


se rapid.” 


M 6 My 
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My Anfwer. 

3 December 1790 

“ T KNOW not what Mademoifelle has 
«told Madame d’Orleans, refpecting my 
« mode of inftruction ; but [had myfelf the 
<¢ honour of informing her that a leffon of 
«¢ halfan hour would be neceflary, reading 
«¢ the whole aloud to the pupil, and at the 
«* end of each page defiring the pupil to re- 
peat, not memoriter and word fer word, 
“ but the fenfe of what has been read, and 
«¢ finally at the end of the leffon fumming 
‘© up the plan of the whole. To a rapid 
“¢ proficiency it 1s indifpenfable that we 
“ wiite every week a i1ecapitulation of the 
“ Jeffons of the week, in older the more 
*‘ flronely to umprint them on the mind of 
‘«the pupil Such is the method I have 
« con{tantly followed. That obferved by 
«© Madame has not fucceededl, becaufe the 
« leffons were given with no regulauty, 
“ and always in a cariiage as the paffed 
«‘ through the fliects of Paiis. It is im- 
“© pofiible in this cafe, from the noife of her 
““ own, the rattling ef other carriages, and 
“‘ the 
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‘¢ che diftra@tion occafioned by a thoufand 
e€ objects in the ftreets, that a child thould 
“be capable of the leaft attention. In 
“travelling on the high roads I have 
“never been able to read aloud to my 
*‘ pupils with any advantage, unlefs the 
‘¢ sround has been foft, or the roads fo bad 
«© as to oblige us to go a very gentle pace, 
‘© Madame defires an additional half 
“¢ hour, befide the hour and a quarter fhe 
‘had before requefted. I thal! only have 
“‘the honour to obferve that Mademoi- 
** felle’s time is fo fully occupied at Belle 
*¢ Chaffe, that this half hour will deprive 
“* her of her finging leffon in the morning, 
‘* or in the afternoon of her drawing, from 
*‘ which half an hour is already taken for 
“the fake of her attending Madame, fo 
‘¢ that nota moment will be left. Having 
“¢ {tated this, I fliall leave it to Madame to 
“* do as fhe thinks proper, and fhall acqui- 
** efce in her decifion. I have already exe- 
** cuted the intention exprefied atthe con- 
‘* clufion of Madame’s letter, by commen~ 
* cing with Mademoifelle a courfe of my- 
“© thology.” 
MADAME 
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4 December 1790, 


MADAME d’Orleans called upon me 
this morning, and did me the honour to 
fay that in future fhe fhould content her- 
felf with taking out Mademozrfelle, and 
fhould give her no farther lefions in my- 
thology. ‘Tunis tafk therefore will now de- 
volve wholly upon myfelf, and, as I have 
done for feveral days paft, 1 fhall give this 
Jeffon in the afternoon with her leffon of 
Orthography. 

ADELA D’ORLEANS. 





15 Yanuary 1791. 
YOUR ftudies go on well. M. de Chartres 
conducts himfelf with perfect propriety, 
and makes a Very virtuous ufe of his lie 
berty. 


30 Fanuary 1791. 

M. D’ORLEANS has informed me that 
M.de Montpenfier will quit me inthefpring, 
as his military promotion makes it necef- 
fary 
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fury that he fhould go into garrifon. I 
have reprefented that he is but fifteen 
years old, and that his education is not fi- 
nifhed: M. d’Orleans perfifts. He is a 
very affectionate father, and you cannot 
doubt, my child, but he thinks this ar- 
rangement to be for your advantage: but I 
wifh you to underftand that it is not I who 
quit you, and that the benefit you have 
hitherto derived fium my cares makes me 
extremely defirous of devoting a few years 
more to your education. 
‘*< | have read the above article. 
«© CHARTRES. 
« MonTPENSIER.” 
1 March 1791. 
A MULTIPLICITY of inteftine trou- 
bles have obliged me to difcontinue this 
Journal; but I have continued my leffons 
with the fame affiduity, and have been per- 
fetly fatished with my dear pupils. M. de 
Montpenfier is very attentive to his ftudies, 
and has made confiderable progrefs. He 
difcovers 
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difcovers an admirable talent for painting, 
and his proficiency in this art 1s inconceiv- 
able. M. de Chartres ftill preferves his 
principles and manners in all their purity. 
Since he has enjoyed his liberty, he has not 
failed of feeing Madame d’Orleans at leaft 
once a day and often twice, befide dining 
with her regularly three times a week. He 
dines at Belle Chaffe once or twice a week 
only; but he comes every day to take two or 
three hours leffons and fometimes more. The 
reft of his time is devoted to M. d’Orleans, 
to the National Affembly, the Philanthro- 
pic Society, the Club of Jacobins, and 
{ome private acts of beneficence and hu- 
manity. Such conduct, at feventeen years, 
without a monitor or guide, 1s worthy of 
efteem and encomium. Preferve invaria- 
bly, dear child, thefe excelient fentiments. 
Be always the moft affectionate of fons; 
confider it as your happinefs and glory to 
difcharge every obligation to a father and 
a mother whom you love, and whofe feli- 
city depends on your virtues; ever love 
your country and virtue; preferve at alb 

tumes 
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times your refpect for religion and that 
contempt of pride, that tender concern for 
the unfortunate and that generofity which 
are natural to your character, and you will 
make that friend happy who has confecrat- 
ed ten years of her life to your fervice. 
‘© J have read the preceding article. 
“* CHARTRES. 
“« MonrTpPENSIER.” 





29 March 1791. 
M. DE MONTPENSIER behaves to 


mein acharming manner, which pleafes me 
the more as he has known, for more than 
three months, that I fhall foon ceafe to have 
any authority over him. His heart is excel- 
lent: I only recommend to him to correct 
himfelf of a quicknefs of temper. M. 
Lebrun frequently complains of the pettrth 
manner in which he treats his people for 
mere trifles: I requeft it as a favour of my 
child that he wali put fome reftraint upon 
himfelf in this particular. I can fay in ge- 
nera], that his behaviour to his fervants is 

good, 
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good, and generous \hen they ftand um 
need of his fuccour; but he 1s impatient 
upon frivolous occifions, and {peaks to 
them harfhly . fhould this become a habir, 
it will be a real blot in his character. His 
nuife 1s jut brougkt to bed ; he has been of 
his own accord to fee her, and has given 
her all the favinys of his pocket-money to 
contrioute to her comfurt. He has done, 
to my knowledge, within fix months, many 
acts of this kind, and in the right manner, 
without the leaft oflentation and with ex- 
treme fimplicity. Huis mind alfo acquires 
folidity : he has interefted himfelf warmly 
in the revolution, is {till attentive to the 
fituation of affairs, and difplays in this re- 
{pect preat penetration. 

As to M. de Beaujollois, he preferves at 
all times his happy difpofition and a heart 
fenfible and grateful; but his ftudies for 
fix months paft have been indifferent : it is 
true that, during four months out of thefe 
fix, Madame d’Orleans has fent for him 
every morning, and he has ftaid with her 
for an hour and a half, befide an hour in 

the 
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the evening, which has been very injurious 
to him: it was that he might fit to the dif- 
ferent painters for his picture. Now that 
thefe portraits are finifhed, I hope he will 
refume his ftudies with ardour. His fent- 
ments are excellent, and I hefitate not to 
fay fuperior to his age. He difplays al. 
ready the patriotifm of his brothers, and he 
compofed the other day a httle piece upon 
this fubject, by way of theme. It was an 
excellent performance for his age: he enu- 
merated with perfpicuity and good fenfe the 
reafons of his attachment to the revolution, 
and concluded thus: Such are the fentiments 
of Beaujollots. He told me the other day 
that Madame Defrois had given him an 
ariftocratic lecture, which fhe accompanied 
with a prefent of dried cherries; that he 
anfwered her in two words, but /ke @ good 
patriot, and that, having done this, he ac- 
cepted the cherries and eat them wuzthout 
fcruple. J obferved to him that his an{wer 
would have beea more firm if he had re- 
fufed the cherries, and I added fome reflec 
tions which he was very capable of under- 

ftanding, 
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ftanding, as he poffefles two qualities that 
are feldom unied, a found judgment and 
confiderable acutenefs, 
“ T have read the preceding article. 
“< CHARTRES, 
Sc MonTPENSIER. 
‘© BEAUJOLLOIS.” 


(Peete EH fie 


16 Mey w791. 

I RETURNED here on Tuefday, the 
12th of thismonth. The trouble and egita- 
tion which my mind has undergone, would 
not permit me to re{ume this Journal till to- 
day. Iam doubtlefs happy to find myfelf 
in the midft of my dear pupils, who have 
given me fo many proofs of their affection 
and of the tendereft gratitude, and to be- 
hold once more the perfons who compofe 
this houfe, of whom there is not an indivi- 
dual that has not fome claim upon my 
heart. But my happinefs is not unaccom.- 
panied with vexation. Had I been invited 
dire@tly by Madame d’Orleans, it would 
have been perfect, and this would certainly 
have 
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have been the cafe but for the influence 
and advice of the perfon who has been the 
caufe of all our misfortunes. In the mean 
time Madame d’Orleans, in one of her laft 
letters previous to my return, very mani- 
feftly authorifed the invitation. I had de- 
clared to M. d’Oileans, at my departure, 
that no confideration upon carth fhould 
ever prevail with me to refume my func- 
tion, but a letter from Madame d’Orleans 
expreffing her defire that I would do fo. 
I did not forefee the deplorable ftate to 
which my abfence would reduce Mademoi- 
felle, but 1 was fure that fhe would be deeply 
affiicted, and I was not without hope that, 
after a few months, Madame d’Orleans, 
apprehenfive that acontinued forrow might 
be injurious to her daughrer’s health, would 
be induced to this meafure. I believe 
that had the grief of Mademoifelle been 
lefs poignant it would have ferved us more 
effectually. No fears would then have 
been entertained from Madame d’Orleans 
being the witnefs of it: fhe would have 
been permitted to come to Pans to dry up 

the 
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the tears of her daughter, had they flowed 
with lefs impetuofity. Mademoifelle would 
have been able to talk to her, and of con- 
fequence to have foftened her; and the 
would certainly have obtained in a few 
months, perhaps in a much fhorter period, 
what feventeen days abfence was unable to 
effect. But Mademorfelle, of an age when 
reafon and fortitude are as yet imperfect, 
could not govern her extreme fenfibility. 
M. d’Orleans, terrified at her wretched 
fituation and the alarming fymptoms which, 
inftead of diminifhing, every day increafed, 
refolved, after having withftood this {pec- 
tacle for twelve or thirteen days, to calm 
her feelings by giving her the ftrongeft 
hopes of my fpeedy recal. A few hours 
previous to this refolution, a new courier 
had been difpatched to Madame d’Orleans ; 
informing her of the exact ftate of things, 
of the dieadful fears that were entertained 
re(pecting the health of Mademoifelle, and 
conjuring her to mvite me to return. Her 
anfwer was not fuch as M. d’Orleans 
wifhed, but it contained a paffage expref- 

4 five 
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five of what I have related, implying that 
fhe confented to my recal. M. d’Orleans 
might certainly have acted without this 
confent, a father being mafter of his chil- 
dren; but he conceived that it was necef- 
{ary to influence me. In truth, had the 
forrows of Mademoifelle been more mo- 
derate, nothing but the honour of a line 
from Madatne d’O Jeans exprefsly requeft- 
ing it, could have determined me to re- 
turn; but my concern for the health and 
life of Mademoifelle lias prevailed, as it 
ought, over every other confideration. ‘* If 
‘© you do not {pceedily return, there is every 
“‘reafon to fear for the life of Made- 
“« monfelle.” Such was the account I re- 
ceived, and I came without delay. Let 
us hope, my children, that tume_ will 
fhew to Madame qd’Orleans tn its true 
light the malignity of thofe who have 
thus advifed her, and who have fucceeded 
in making her avow openly defires con- 
trary to thofe of M. d’Orleans. In obey- 
ing the one lament that you are not 
better able to obey the other; lament the 
oppofition of opinions and fentiments that 


divides 
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divides them; employ all your cares and 
affection to reconcile and unite them: it is 
a duty facredly incumbent upon you, and 
which your ardent attachment to two per- 
fons fo dear to you and to each other, fhould 
lead you naturally and without effort to 
difcharge. 

Mademoifelle has, fince my return, writ- 
ten to her mother; her letter was exadly 
what it ought to have been, extremely af- 
fectionate. J have fent a copy of it to M. 
d’Oileans by his order; who has alfo re- 
quefted to have copies of all the letters 
which Mademorfelle may write to Madame 
d’Orleans, a requeft with which I fhall com- 
ply. Asto the letters Mademoifelle may 
receive from her mother, I fhall not fee 
them, it is a law which I have for eghreen 
months impofed upon myfelf, and I will 
ever faithfully obferve it. 

‘* | have read the preceding article. 

‘© CHARTRES. 

“« MonTPENSIER, 

‘* BEAUJOLLOIS. 

“S ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 


M. DE 
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20 May 1791. 

M. DE BEAUJOLLOIS has exprefied 
to me in the moft affectionate manner the 
mortification he feels in being obliged to 
part with me. I fhould have had much 
pleafure in finifhing the education of a 
young perfon fo amiable and of fuch pecu- 
liar fenfibility ; but Madame d’Orlcans has 
vofitively required of me to refizn my 
connection with her children, a requifirion 
that was no fooner communicated to me 
than if was rece:ved with the moft cntire 
compliance. Nothing but an appichen- 
fion conceived for the life of Medemorceile 
could have recalled me, it was then my duty 
toteturn. Thereafon however that ha: once 
more united me to Mademorfelic, cannot 
have place in the cafe of M. de Beau» digi 3 
] therefore make this painful facrifice with- 
out hefirauon, to the refpect which 15 due 
from me for the commands of Madime 
d’Orleans. I have already communicated 
iny fentiments upon that fuibje to M. 
@Orleans. Je will therefore be thought 
proper to fend M. de Beaujollois to fome 
VOL, 1, N diftance, 
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diftance, to free him from the habit of 
being directed by me, which could {carce- 
ly be accomphihed at Paris, or which at 
Jeaft would be faid to continue, and I fhould 
be reported to be the director of his educa- 
tion at the very time that I profeffed to 
have no concern init. This I have com- 
municated to M. de Beaujollois : it coft him 
many tears, but he has fully comprehended 
the delicacy that dictates it. 

M. de Beaujollois has been telling me 
that Madame Defiois came to fcc him in 
my abfence, and exprefled bow much jhe was 
delighted that he was henceforth to be under 
the care of M. Lebrun; that the crrcumftance 
gave equal pleafure to Madame @ Orleans 

- « + « And to me alfo moft 
stirediy: For 1 told M. d’Orleans, who 
had the goodnefs to confult me, that he 
could not do better than to place M. de 
Beaujollois in the hands of M. Lebrun and 
M. Couppe, fo eligible by their knowledge 
and their virtues, and who are befide ex- 
cellent patriots and members of the club of 


friends to the Conftitution, 
MADE- 
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21 May 179r. 
MADEMOISELLE has yet received no 


anfwer from Madame d’Orleans, which 
very fenfibly afflicts her. She has written 
a tecond letter to-day by a meffenger fenc 
by her brothers to afk Madame’s permif- 
fion to come to fee her at Eu, 
“* ] have read the above article. 

‘6 CHARTRES. 

“© MoNTPENSIER,. 

« BEAUJOLLOIS. 

‘¢ ADELA D’ORLEANS.”’ 


; 23 May 1791° 
Due meffenger fent to [hu is returned, 
and has brought a fhort note from Madame 
d Orleans, in which fhe merely fays that fhe 
cannot write at prefent, bur that fhe will 
return an anfwer as foon as fhe 15 able. 
Mademoifelle has received no direct antwer. 
Her brothers were full defirous of fetting 
out to-morrow for Eu, and [ feconded this 
defire; but M. d’Orleans has ordered them 
to wait tll the promifed anfwer arrives, 


N 2 as 


268 Lefons of a Governefs 


as Madame tn her note, which contains 
only three lines, does not give them leave 
to go, but fays fhe will write to them more 
particulaily upon the fubjed&. 

Mademorfelle has this day written again 
to Madame d'Oileans, 


se 


24 May 1791. 

MADAME D'ORLEANS has written 
a letter to her children which they received 
to-day, and in which fhe prohibirs the two 
eldeft from going to fee her ai Lev. They 
have refolved, if M. d’Orleans approve of 
it, to goto-morrow to la Mothe,a villa be- 
longing to him about a league fiom Eu, in 
order to write from thence to Madame 
d’Orleans and peifevere in foliciting per- 
miffon to fee her. Ml. ce Chartres 1s 
by much the more defirous to obtain this 
permiffion, ashe ts upon the point of fetting 
out for his regiment, and will be abfent 
four months and a hulf, it uot more. I 
have not feen Madame d’QO:leans’ letter, 
but T enquired ref,ecting her health, and 
M. de Chartres tells me that fhe writes him 
word 
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word that fhe is better, having only fuf- 
fered a flight indifpofition : Mademovelle 
adds, that in che letter fhe has received 1t 
is farther faid that her mother intends in a 
fhort time to go to another of the villas of 
M. de Penthiévre. 
“‘ ] have read the preceding article. 

ss CHARTRES. 

¢* MoNTPENSILR. 

‘¢ BEAUVJOLLOIS, 

‘© ADELA D’ORLEANS.” 

25 Alay 1791. 

M. DE BEAU JOLLOIS exprefles a re- 
gret at quitting me that gives me extreme 
pain. He muft be fure that I partake of 
his affliction, for he knows how much I love 
him, and how happy I fhould be were it in 
my power to fimifh his education. But I 
again repeat to him, that J newther can nor 
ought to occafion Madame d’Orleans this 
pain, as itis poffible to avoid it. Though 
M. de Beaujollois is not yet eleven years of 


age, he has a degree of firmnefs that would 
N 3 do 
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do honour to a man, and ] am certain he 
feels how unbecoming a mian it would be 
to be overcome by grief. I acknowledge, 
dear child, that you have at this moment 
great reafon to be unhappy: art a diftance 
from an eftimable and dear mother, un- 
able to go to fee her becaufe fhe prohibits 
it, ignorant when fhe will return; in fhort 
about to quit for a long ume a beloved 
father, fifter, brothers, and a fiiend who 
has confecrated to you eight uninter:upted 
years of care! You muft necc Maly fuffer ; 
bur, dear child, fuffer lke a man, with 
patience, refignation and courage. In {pite 
of the abfence we lament, I will be mindful 
of you every day, 4 will write to you in- 
ceffantly, I wall fend you extracts of all 
our readings, J will not pats an hour with- 
out thinking of the beloved child who fhews 
me fo fond an atrachment, aud which my 
heart fo fully returns. 


Tucfidlay, 26 May 791. 

M. D’ORLEANS has confented to his 
two eldeft fons going to La Mothe. They 
will 
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will write from thence to inform Madame 
d’Ortleans, that they wifh not to be impor- 
tunate in-their folicitations to fee her, as fhe 
has given them to underftand that fhe can- 
not at prefent receive them, from an appre- 
henfion that the emotion it might occafion 
would be fatal to her health ; bur that they 
are defirous of beipg near her thar they may 
receive the moft certain and direct intclli- 
gence refpecting her, and that fhe may be 
affured they will not prefent themfelves 
before her without her exprefs perniffion. 
As I obferved yefterday, Madame d’Or- 
leans writes them word that fhe has no 
particular diforder, but only a flight general 
indifpofition. M. de Chartres and hus 
brother will be accompanied by M. Pieyre; 
they are to fec out at half after fix this even- 
ing, and are to perform the journey with- 
out flopping. the diftance 1s fifty-two 
leagues, fo that they will travel all mghr. 
They are to return in the fame expeditious 
manner, as the bufinefs of his regiment ab= 
folutely obliges M. de Chartres to be here 
on Sunday. On Monday or Tuefday it is 

N 4 fuppofed 
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fuppofed that he will depart for his regi- 


ment. 
Mademoifelle and M. Beaujollots have 
both written this day to Madame d?’Orleans. 
CHaARTRES. 
ADELA D’ORLEANS. 
MoNTPENSIER. 
BREAUJOLLOIS. 





29 May 1791. 
M. DE CHARTRES and M. de Mont- 
penfer returned this morning from the 
town of Eu. They inform me that they 
have feen Madame d’Orleans, and that the 
received them with the greateft affection 
and the moft acute fenfibility. They appear 
to have been both very much affetted with 


the inteiview. 
CHARTRES. 


Mon TPENSIER. 


End of the Fournal of Education, written for 
the Benefit of my Pupils +. 
* T fhail henceforth make no Journal but for Made- 
moifelle, the being the only one of M. d’Orleans’ chil. 
dren in whofe education I have now any concern, 


ISHALL 
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I SHALL now prefent the reader with 
fome Ictters that have not been inferted in 
the Journal, as I wifhed them not to be read 
by my pupils. They have known nothing 
of the conduct of Madame d’Orleans to- 
wards me for two years paft, except fuch 
things as they have themfelves witnefled, 
and which it was impoffible to conceal from 
them. J am now obliged, in my own vin- 
dication, to publifh various particulars of 
which they are to this day ignorant; for J 
{wear by every thing facred that, to the 
prefent 29 May 1791, I have never 
{poken to them, directly or indirectly, of 
the iteps that 1 have taken to conciliate 
Madame d’Orleans, or of the following 
letters. J have not only concealed from 
them thefe fruntlefs attempts, but, in order 
to diminifh in their eyes the flagrant inyuf- 
tice of Madame d’Orleans refpecting ine, 
JT have a thoufand times repeated to them, 
that I accufed myfelf of one fauh, the fault 
of not having purfued fuch meatures as 
were calculated to undeceive and reconcile 

N 5 her; 
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her; that I fhould always love her hecaufe 
J was fure that nothing could alter the fixed 
fentiments of her heart; but that I had a 
certain inflexibility of character that would 
not let me employ fuch means as might ef- 
feét an accommodation; that in fhort, when 
friendthip withdrew itfelf from me, I could 
only groan in fecret ; and if I did not with- 
draw my friendfhip alto, the moft I was 
able to do was to 1emain immovable in the 
place affigned me. In this manner did I 
extenuate in their eyes what in mine ap- 
peared inconceivable. This is the only 
artifice I ever employed with my pupils ; 
for when, in fpite of her cruel prejudice 
againft me, I extolled to them her virtue, 
the natural goodnefs of her heart, her en- 
gaging and amiable character, I only dif- 
charged a duty, | did juftice to truth, 
related what I had mylelf feen during 
eighteen years, and what fiul exifts. One 
may irritate and torment a fenfible and 
virtuous heart, one may fill ic with unyuft 
fufpicions; but it 1s impoffible to harden, 
itis impofible to chaage tt. To with to 

alienate 
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alienate a mother from her children 3s a 
wicked and malicious defien, and as abfurd 
as it 1s wicked when that mother 1s Madame 
d’Orleans. 
On the tenth of September 1790, I wrote 
to M. d’Orleans the following letter. 
‘© The unfortunate moment which I have 
** for more than a year forefeen, is at length 
“S arrived. 1 fee) myfelf abfolutely forced 
“to refign my office, unlefs, which I do 
“not expect, the reparation to which my 
*‘ character is entitled be, within the fpace 
“of three days, granted me. You know 
‘¢ the fituation in which matters flood ; vou 
“* have indeed becn an ocular witnefs; you 
‘© are therefore competent to judge whether 
‘¢ T have acted with mildnefs, good temper 
“and moderation. At length however [ 
‘Cam driven to an extreme, by which my 
‘¢ heart is deeply wounded, but from which 
‘J can no Jonger abftain. I have not 
*¢ mentioned to you that, a few days ago, 
“© Madame d’Orleans vifited her daughter 
‘Sin the afternoon, a thing uaufual with 
‘ber; and after two minutes converfation, 
N 6 “ told 
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“told her before Mademoifelle Rime that 
“ fhe wifhed to fee her brothers, and afked 
<< her wherethey were. Mademorfelleanfwer- 
“¢ ed, that they were, as was cuffomary at that 
ss hour, with me. In that cafe, rejoined Ma- 
« dame d’Orleans, J hall not fre them, This 
“sis exactly what pafled, was faid aloud to 
‘© Mademoirfelle before a femme de cham- 
«* bre, andis perfetly unambiguous. I how- 
« ever determined to fay nothing to you of 
** this, any more than of feveral other things 
‘‘ of a fimilar nature. What I have now toe 
‘mention is {till more pointed. Yuu al- 
*¢ ready know that Madame d’Orleans told 
«her children before the whole academy *, 
“ that fhe fhould expect them to dine with 
“her on Sunday +. This morning how- 
‘ever, Mademoifelle, at half after ten, 


* We called, as I have already obferved, the ftudy 
of painting by this name. 


+ As they had been accuftomed to do every preceding 
year immediately on returning from the couutry ; they 
dined regularly with Madame d’Orleans once a week, 
fometimes accompanied by me, but oftener without me. 


the 
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‘¢ the ufual hour of my waking, came to 
“© my bed-fide and embraced me, drowned 
‘Cin tears, telling me that an hour anda 
“ half before her mother had been with 
‘* her, and told her, thar fhe fhould be obliged 
‘S to refuse berfelf their company on Sunday for 
“* very cogent recfons ; that foe could not con 
“© muntcate to ber thefe reafons, becaufe foe had 
‘< xot entitled berfelf to ber confidence; that 
** fhe boped however they would foon ceafe to 
“© exif, and fhe foould then be acquainted with 
‘© the whole. Thefe hints were interfperfed 
« with many queftions, and this among the 
“ reft: Ls tt true that you are fo very fond of 
“© Madame de Siliery ?—I foouid be very un- 
‘* grateful, replied Mademoifelle, 1f I did 
°* ot love ber from the bottom of my foul. 
‘© Madame had then a fimilar converfation 
‘owith M. de Chartres and his brother. 
** The refult of this 1s, that your children 
“* are now perfeCt} yaffured that their mother 
‘« detefts me, and openly difapproves the 
‘© confidence you place in me, and of confe- 
“© quence that the fentuments of you and their 


mother are at direct variance upon this 
“* fubject, 
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«< futbjeét. Add to this, that they fee Ma- 
“< dame d’Orleans only for a few minutes 
‘Satatime, and that fhe treats them with 
‘“the utmoft diftance; that they fee my 
‘¢ whole induftry dedicated to their wel- 
** fare; that they think fo refolure a facrifice 
«* entitled to the gratitude of their mother, 
66 and chat they obferve me {peaking of her 
*° upon all occafions, norwithftanding the 
‘¢ treatment I receive, with refpect for her 
*¢ character and with the fettled purpofe of 
‘awakening their attachment tor her. 
*¢ They certainly therefore will not think 
‘©me to blame in the prefent mifonder- 
«© ftanding, and it is impoffible that fuch a 
«difference fhould not ultimately make a 


*¢ very undefirable impreffion upon them *. 
“ Under 


* Thus letter was not intended to be perufed by the 
children; it was written exprefsly for M. d’Orleans, and, 
defirous of producing an adequate effect, I exaggerated 
my apprehenfions about the confequence, or to {peak 
more properly, I was not fufficiently miftrefs of myfelf 
to weigh and meafure the words I employed, fince in 
fa&t I could never have beheved that children of right 
natural difpofitions were capable of being undefirably 

imprefled 
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*¢ Under thefe circumftances I cannot with 
«¢ honour any longer remain in my fituation. 
“T have taken therefore my irrevocable 
‘¢ refolution, which is as follows: Do me 
‘the favour either to prevail upon Ma- 
“dame d’Orleans, within three days, to 
“¢ authorife me to fay to her children, that 
‘¢T have been to the Palais Royal to de- 
‘*mand an explanation from her, or that 
© an eclanciflement in any other way has 
‘taken place; that I fully juftified myfelf 
“from the mufreprefentations that were 
“< made of me, and that the has reftored to 
“¢ me my place im her friendfhip; this decla- 
* ration to be followed with a civil and 
‘< decent intercourfe, and with evening 
‘‘vifits from her the fame as formerly. 
*© Upon this condition I confent to re- 


impreffed againft their mother, becaufe fhe withdrew 
her confidence from their preceptrefs. Accordingly my 
pupils have felt, exaGly as they ought to do, a perfe& 
{ubmiffion to the will of their father, an unalterable re- 
{pe& and afleG&tion for Madame a’Orleans, a lively gra- 
titude for my exe:tions. and a rooted contempt for the 
perfon who has fo odioufly abufed the afcendancy fhe 
has rapidly gained over the mind of thar mother, 
main ; 


280 Leffens of a Governefs 


‘© main; I will adopt an aét of oblivion, 
‘© and with the utmoft franknefs will make 
“‘ every demonttration of refpect and at- 
«tachment. I am indeed prepared, not- 
«¢ withftanding the injuftice J have fuffered, 
«© which has been infpired by 1li-intentioned 
© perfons who have cruelly abufed the 
“ eafinefs of her difpofition, upon all occa- 
“¢ fions to do juftice to her virtue and the 
“© goodnefs of her heart, and readily excufe 
** a conduct of which I am very fure Ma- 
«© dame does not perceive the confequences. 
‘© In a word I conjure you to obtain what I 
«¢ demand without delay, and, if that be im- 
‘* poffible, to confider the prefent as a letter 
“Cof refignation. There is nothing I] am 
«‘ not ready to do for your children, and 
«this I have always fhewn, except difho- 
“* nouling my character, a difhonour which 
“will be the inevitable refult, if things 
«* continue any longer in their psefent fitu- 


«< ation.” 
Belle Chaffe, Friday, 10 September 1790. 





Ir appears from this letter what language 
J employed 
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I employed in {peaking of Madame d’Or- 
Jeans to M. d’Orleans, at a time too when 
my mind was the more irritated by a long 
feries of ill treatment, as Madame d’Orleans 
had never accorded me the flighteft expla- 
nation. Whatever wrongs may be imputed 
to a perfon upon whom, for a pertod of 
nineteen years, we have profufely beftowed 
the molt affectionate demonftrations of 
friendthip and unbounded confidence, it 1s 
at leaft incumbent on us to inform him 
minutely of the accufations we have to al- 
lege againft him, and not to condemn 
without hearing him. M. d’Orleans was 
unwilling to receive my refignation, and 
promifed to obtain, in a few days, what I 
defired. During this interval, Mademot- 
felle, who from what the had feen had long 
feared that I fhould at laft take the refolu- 
tion to retire, feeing me melancholy and 





very much agitated, readily penetrated my 
defign: fhe thought however that it was 
not becoming 1n her to fpeak to me upon 
the fubjeét, and this reftraint reduced her 
to a very deplorable fiate. One day in the 

garden 
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garden at Belle Chaffe fhe fainted ; the per- 
fons who were with her came to inform me 
that fhe was totally deprived of her fenfes : 
I ranto her affiftance, and I found her in the 
moft alarming convulfions. Upon opening 
her eyes and perceiving me, fhe burft into 
tears ; the fcene will never be blotted from 
my memory; it brought on an explana- 
tion, in which I made a formal promife to 
finifh her education, that 1s to fay, never fo 
quit ber voluntarily or demand leave to refign 
my ofice. This new engagement made me 
more defirous than ever of the return of 
Madame d’Orleans’ favour, having natu- 
rally an extreme averfion to complain. I 
had fpoken very vaguely to M. d’Orleans 
of my fituation, and with a mildnefs calcu- 
Jated to perfuade him that J was not in the 
{malicft degree actuated by angry and male- 
volent feclings. He replied that Madame 
d’Orleans was far from difplaying my mo- 
deration in this refpe ; that her new fitends 
had fucceeded in effecting a total change in 
her character; but that the was abfolutely 
incapable of alleging againft me a fingle 


fact, 
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fact, or of juftifying her fudden and violent 
enmity by any motive that had the leaft 
foundation in truth. He was of opinion 
that at bottom, their abhorrence of the new 
conftitution was a principal caufe of the 
averfion Madame d’Orleans’ friends enter- 
tained for me; but he believed at the fame 
time that fhe would never openly avow fuch 
a motive, as fhe knew his fentiuments and 
mine to agree upon the fubject, and the 
could {carcely indulge a hope that a father 
would confent to have his children educated 
in fenuments directly contrary to his own, 
contrary alfo to his oath, to that of the king 
and to the eftablifhed laws. From thefe 
confiderations he had no doubt that Ma- 
dame d’Orleans would in time be governed 
by moderate and rational fentiments; but 
to effect this, he conceived it to be a duty 
he owed to her virtue and to the pure and 
lively affection of which fhe had given him 
{o many proofs till the period of the revo- 
lotion, to try every mode of indulgence, of 
efteem, of condefcenfion which the mott 
folid and tender frendthip could devife, 

before 
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before he had recouife to authority. This 
conduct M. d’Orleans corfidered as a duty 
of gratitude, and he difcharged it in its 
utmoft extent. Such extreme kindnefs 
would doubtlefs have fubdued the heart of 
Madame d’Orleans, had the been Jeft to 
eherfelf, but the perfon by whofe counfels 
fhe was governed, and who 1s not formed 
either to fee! or place any faith in gene- 
rofity, faw nothing in this conduét but 
weaknefs and unconcern, and her auda- 
cious malice rofe to a higher pitch. 

In the mean tme I informed M. d’Or- 
leans of the promife I had made to Made- 
moifelle. I added that I was defirous of 
acquainting Madame d’Orleans with the 
circumftance, and of taking this opportunity 
of coming at length to an explanation with 
her. {therefore wrote the following letter, 
of which IT keptacopy. I read it to M. 
d’Orleans, and he undertook to deliver rt 
himfelf to Madame d’Orleans, to prevail 
on her to read it in his prefence, as well as 
various paflages in my Journal of Education, 
which | gave him for that purpofe. AJ] this 

was 
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was faithfully executed; the reader will 
prefently fee with what fuccefs. 





Copy of a Letter which I wrete to Madame 
d’Orleans 3 Offober 1790, and which fhe 
vead in the prefence of M. d’Orleans. 


“ T REQUEST the favour of Madame 
‘“* d’Orleans to hear me without prejudice, 
“¢ with that love of juftice which is natural 
“to her character, and to judge of me from 
“¢ facts only. I undertook, madam, the care 
‘of your children, becaufe you defired it 
“fas ardently as M. d’Orleans. Madame 
“ muft certainly remember, and I have 
« more than a hundred and fifty of her 
‘< Jetters which prove it, and which prove 
‘¢ alfo that till the era of the month of Oc- 
“tober laft fhe honoured me with every 
‘Cmark of the moft tender friendthip 4 

‘© Madame 


* What muft my pupils have thougit of the treat- 
ment I received from Madame d’Orleans, when, from 
ther earlielt infancy to the period of ner conneAien 
with Madame de Chatelux, «hey had feea her overwhelm 


mc 
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¢¢ Madame muft certainly remember that 
‘¢ fhe was happy that her children were in 
<©my hands, avd grateful beyond exprefiion 
“«« for the cares and the education I beftowed 
“‘ upon them, I cite her own words, re- 
** peated in almoft every letter; and I hefi- 
‘* tate not to fay that I merited fuch fenti- 
‘ments. It is now almoft twelve years 
«that Mademoifelle has been under my 
“care: my duty obliged me only to prefide 
«oat her leffons; but I have inftruéted her 
‘é myfelf with a zeal and perfeverance 
‘© which no mafter would have exerted. 
“© Tt may be faid with perfect truth thar, 
“for her agey fhe is a prodigy upon the 
‘charp, a talent which fhe owes folely to 
«* me, fince the valet de chambre to whom 
‘¢ fhe repeated my leffons, though he had 


me with the moft affeQing marks of kindnefs; when 
eighteen months previoufly to my writing this letter, 
they had feen me give her a mng with this devife : 
«¢ Your love to me you know, but mine fo you you can- 
not guefs.” If friendfhip can thus exprefe-tfelf after 
nineteen years intumacy, have we not acquired the happy 


privilege of countiag upop its fobdity ? 
4 «" fome 


to ber Pupils. 287 


«“ fome knowledge of mufic, was wholly 
‘* ignorant of this inftrument and incapable 
“} even of tuning it. Mademoifelle has 
‘© other very agreeable talents, and it is 
“© not I believe poffible to inftance a young 
“ perfon, thirteen years old, more accom- 
«* plifhed, more amiable and more intereft- 
‘cing. With refpect to your fons, ma- 
‘©dam, I took charge of them, as you 
*< know, folely for the pleafure of proving 
“© to you, as wellas to the Duke d’Orleans, 
“an attachment that had no bounds, refu- 
“fing every {pecies of emolument, though 
“<< my daughters were then upon my hands, 
‘© and I was by no means eafy in my cir- 
‘¢ cumftances, the inheritance of Madame 
« q’Etrées not falling to M. Brulart tll 
‘¢ many years after this event. The edu 
“ cation 1 have given them has been uni- 
‘* verfally approved and admired, and even 
“ by my enemies: you Have yourfelf, 
“madam, appeared to be infinitely fatif- 
‘© fied. I will therefore take the hberty of 
** afking you how it is poffible for you to 
* have forgotten all at once the fatisfactson 

‘< of 
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“* of eleven years and the claims which fo 
*« long a period, fuch d:fintereftednefs, fo 
“ many cares and faciifices, and fo much 
«* fuccefs in this refpect, ought to have fe- 
“¢ cured me in your heart? What have I 
«© done within the patt eleven months that 
“‘ can counterbalance in the heart of a 
“good mother thele e/even years confe- 
“< crated to her children > Can you fuppofe 
‘¢ that I have been capable for an inftant 
« of neglecling to infpire and ftrengthen in 
«*the mind of your children, the love 
«which they owe you? The idca would 
“¢ be horrible, and of confequence unwor- 
« thy of a foul like yours: befide, were [ 
“© capable of fo monftious a proceeding, it 
«¢ would be no lefs abfurd than difhonett. 
«* What, madam, aremy views in educat- 
‘©ing your children? It furely admits cf 
‘© proof that they are neither thofe of for- 
‘Stune nor thofe of ambition. Fiiend- 
«‘fhip alone was forine.ly my fole mo- 
‘‘ tive, and nothing but the defire and 
«< hope of furnifhing a model of excellent 
*¢ education could fince have enabled me 


&¢ to 
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“to perfevere in fo Jaborious an undertak- 
“ino, My true intereft, and the only 
« one I could poffibly have, was to make 
“your children virtuous fubjects; and 
‘ how could they become virtuous fub- 
«jects, if I did not cultivate in them with 
‘extreme care every principle that they 
« ought to poffefs > I have at all times ar- 
‘¢ dently wifhed that they fhould enteitain 
“ca fervent affection for you, nor has any 
<¢ thing been farther from my thoughts than 
“to make myfelf permanently neceffary to 
‘ihem. Ttold chem from the firft and 
‘have conitantly repeated to them, in 
‘¢ converfation and in writing, and fre- 
© quently, madam, in your prefence, an 
‘© idea calculated to annihilate that necef- 
*‘ fity, that I fhould certainly not pafs my 
‘life with them, and that as foon as their 
‘ education was finifhed, I fhould with- 
‘draw myfelf from their intercourfe and 
© quit Paris and the fociety of the world 
“for ever: fuch has been the refolution 
“ of my heart for twelve years without in- 

VQL, I. O “* cermiffion. 
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“termiffion® Afk yourfelf, madam, I 
“‘entreat you, what inducement I could 
‘“< have 


* Had Linculcated the idea that I was never to quit 
them, it would certainly have increafed infinitely their 
attachment to me: but I withed them to love in pre- 
ference to me, thofe to whom they owed their extt- 
ence; and J have thought differently in this refpea& 
from a map who knew more of education than my- 
felf: let us hear the fentiments of J. J. Rouffeau. 
«“ Emihus tught to honour his parents, but he ought 
“to obey no one but me. This is the fieft or rather 
“the only condition I make with him. To this I 
“6 fhould add, what indeed 1s only a confequence of it, 
‘‘that we are never to part but by mutual confent. 
‘© This is an effential article, and I would even have 
“both the governor and the pupil look upon one an- 
« other as infeparable and the fortunes of each aa coms 
« monto both. As foon as they perceive, at however 
s+ diftant a period, their future feparation ; as foon as 
‘they forefee the moment when they are to become 
“ ftrangers to each other, they begin to be fo immedi- 
«ately; each forms his feparate views, and bath, occu- 
“pied with'the profpect of what may happen after 
their parting, continue together ayainft their inclioa- 
‘snations. But when they regard themfelves as bound 
‘to fpend their days together, it is of importance ta 
“both to endear themfelves to each other, and this 

idea 
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‘have to infpire them with coldnefs 
‘for you? That I might have a con- 
« {tant dominion over them? This do- 
‘¢minion is a thing altogether foreign to 
“© my difpofition, nor have f ever fought to 
“© exert it even over my own children: 1t 
“ would require a watchfulnefs, an afh- 
*‘ duity, a pliablenefs of difpofition very 
“< uncongenial to my feelings, and which I 
“could never exert, Wath thefe fenti- 
“‘ ments, with mye unalterable refolution 


* idea of itfelf creates a recipiocal efteem. The pupil 
‘< will not be afhamed to be guided in his infancy by 
“ the friend he is to accompany when growa t+ man’s 
‘¢ eftate; and the governor cannot, but interefl himfelf 
in the cultivation of the plant of which he is to reap 
“« the fruit, while in adding to the merit of his pupil, he 
“* islaying up a fund by which he 1s to profit in his old 
*¢ age.” 

Thefe ideas are juft; but I have not purfued them, 
becaufe I did not with to become the firft ome& of the 
attachment of my pupils, becaufe I did not wifh to im- 
creafe that natural regard, fo ftiong and fo affeCtionate, 
which every child well born always feels for a’rational 
and tender preceptor who devotes all his time and cares 
to his education. In every thing relative to my pupils, 
I have ever had the fame excefs of delicacy. 

O2 “to 
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“ to1etire intire into pivacy, as foon as I 
*¢ had recovered my liberty, 1t 1s not poffible 
‘© that I fhould have entertained another fo 
‘© contradictory as that of dictating and 
‘ourding their actions. But had it even 
‘¢ been my wifh to remain with them, and 
“so preferve an afcendancy over their 
*¢ minds, why fhould it be necefiary for 
“© me to make them unnatural and wicked 
‘© fons %» why corrupt them in order to ef- 
*€ tablifi my empure ove: their underfland- 
‘sings, and ther hearts, when I was more 
© fure of fucceeding by the method which 
«© } purfued without this defign, by ren- 
*Sdeiing them perfectly honeft, virtuous 
** and good? Madame d’Orleans may re- 
‘* collect that when I enjoyed the happi- 
«- nefs of feeing and converfing with her, 
«© |] conjured her to take fome fhare in the 
education of her daughter, becaufe J 
«© perceived that Mademoutelle’s attach- 
‘ ment to me was chiefly infpired by her 
“lively gratirude for the cares I beftowed 
‘Cupon her and the leffons I gave her. I 
“had reflected upon this, and of confe- 


** guence 
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‘quence I propofed, about a year 
‘‘ fince, a plan to Madame, which would 
‘have wrought m her daughter the fame 
<< fentiments towards her morher as the fcle 
“in this refpect tovirds me. This pro- 
“ pofal, madam, on my part, incontefta- 
‘bly proves how defirous T was of em- 
‘© bracing every pofible means of uniting 
© you more clofely to Me icmoifclle. Bur, 
« J thank God, Lhave 2 vroof tlil tlionger 
“ than the’e facts, of nv unce fins dcfie to 
€© culuvate in my pupils an affection for their 
‘< mother, a proof that amounts to mathe- 
«¢ matical demonftration: itis, madam, the 
¢¢ Journal Ihave written for your children, 
‘© and whieh has been read by them every 
«© day. How happy fhould I have been had 
<< you read it alfo! I fhould then never have 
«¢ Joft the felicity of being loved by you. One 
‘¢ of the moft parnful mortifications you 
* ever occafioned me was the refufing one 
« day in the prefence of your daughter, to 
«¢ comply with my requeftthut you would pe- 
‘‘ rufe It. Condefcend, madam, to read it 
‘* now; I fend ic you for that purpofe: you 
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** will find it pervaded with the moft ear- 
** neft wifh that you fhould be adored by 
** your children ; you will find that I have 
<* {fpoken to them continually of your affection 
“¢ for them, of your heavenly virtues, of ihe love 
*© and boundle/s confidence they owe you. Such 
** has conftantly been the language I have 
‘* employed, and notwithftanding the fin- 
‘¢ gular treatment I have lately received, 
‘this language has fuffered no change. 
‘* Madame will alfo fee that I have in like 
“‘ manner not neglected to cultivate in 
“* them the tender fenuments they owe to 
‘© M. de Penthiévre, and even thofe which 
‘* are due to other perfons towards whom [ 
‘have a right to feel fomething very dif- 
‘« ferent from efteem, becaufe they have 
‘© been guilty of the blackeft ingratitude, 
‘¢ as for inflance Madame Defrois. But I 
** {poke to the children not from my pri- 
“ vate fentuments, but from a fenfe of whar 
«* T thought was incumbent on them, hav- 
‘‘ing but one fole end in view, that of 
“rendering them virtuous. I intreat you, 
‘* madam, to place yourfelf for a mao- 

“* ment 
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«© ment in my fituation: after twelve years 
* labour, after fo many facrifices, and fuch 
‘* unexampled cares, what is my reward ° | 
«have doubtlefs one that ts very greats a 
‘© con{cience without reproach, my fuccefs 
«in forming the minds of my pupils, their 
‘¢ lively graritude, that of the Duke d’Or- 
‘Cleans and univerfal approbation: but 
‘©can | be contented when I am deprived 
“6 of one fatisfaction for which no other can 
“ compenfate, the fausfaction of having 
‘ my conduct approved and elteemed by 
“6 you? What dol fay! You openly ex- 
“prefs before your children your difap-~ 
“¢ probation of my conduct, and thus af- 
“ford them an undoubted proof of what ts 
‘* of all things moft dangerous and fatal to 
“¢ perfons of their age, that their father and 
« mother are, relatively to them, no longer 
“¢ of the fame opinion, that they no longer 
“¢ act in concert, that the one approves 
“‘ what the other avowedly diflikes. In 
‘* fhort, madam, they fee thac the perfon 
‘‘who has devoted eleven years to their 
“ fervice, and who, tll the month of O@o- 
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‘* ber 1790, was honoured with your confi- 
‘dence and friendfhip, is fuddenly be- 
“© come an object of difgrace in your eycs. 
« They know to what a degree I have en- 
‘© deavoured to cherifh in them the affec- 
‘tron they owe you, and they perceive 
** that you are no longer willing to receive 
“ them at your houfe, becanfe they are un- 
“der my fuperintendence. Every perfon 
*© connected with their educaticn has wit- 
“ neffed that, within fix months particu- 
‘< larly, you have been averfe to feeing me. 
«© Such conduct, fo dire&tly oppofite alfo to 
** that of M. d’Orleans, is naturally calcu- 
“¢ Jated to blacken me tn the eyes of thofe 
‘who are fpectators of it, for they muft 
“© fuppofe that Madame would not thus 
‘¢ treat an old friend and the governefs of 
‘© her children, if fhe had not the moft in- 
‘‘ difputable and heinous wrongs to allege 
“ again{ft her; particularly when they fee 
‘‘ me endure fuch treatment patiently and 
“* without refigning my office. Any other 
«in my place would have refigned eight 
“¢ months ago; I was warmly urged to it 

cc by 
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« by M. de Sillery: our fituation and cir- 
«© cumftances were fuch that my liberty 
“‘ would have been eaceedingly dear to 
“me; but I was not difpofed, and I con- 
“* ceived that ] ought not to give in my ic- 
“fignation, at a time when the Duke 
‘ VOsleans fuffered perfecution, and the 
“ Palais Royal loft every day its luftre: 
“the injuftice and calumny which the 
‘¢ Duke experienced tied clofer the binds 
“© which united me co him and to Ins houfe; 
“my retreat would have Leen iegirded as 
« dattardly and difhonomable : thus I con- 
** fidered it as my duty to bear every thing, 
‘ and to1emain inmy place; and I did fo. 
“ Befide, I alwavs flattered mylfclf that 
© Madame would deign at tall esher to in- 
“form me of the injuries b had done her, 
‘¢ and which could only be imaginary, ot 
‘¢ that fhe would Jo me juftice. T hoped 
«¢ thatthe return of M. d’Orleans would dit- 
* peife thefe gricvous clouds. J yielded to 
‘‘the fint impulfe of my ieart by feeins 
‘* Madame the day or his ariival; in pre- 
“ fenting myfelf I took the liberty to em- 
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“< brace her; fhe received me with great 
“€ tendernefs, I faw her tears flow, I min- 
“‘ sled mine, my heart defired no other 
‘© explanation, and I confidered every 
“‘ thing as at an end. J continued for fe- 
‘¢ veral days in this fweet ilufion; Ma- 
“ dame treated me with infinitely lefs in- 
“© difference ; fhe came even twice into my 
‘‘ apartment: and behold, all at once, 
‘¢ without any new event, without any ap- 
‘€ parent caufe, fhe breaks with me, and that 
“in the moft public manner. It was 1m- 
© noffible for me to be miftaken, and [ 
‘*was at length convinced that Madame 
“‘ was refolved to force me to give in my 
“refignation, After many ftruggles with 
“¢ myfelf, after the moft inexpreffible and 
‘* heart-felt anguifh, I fuddenly refolved to 
“< comply with her defign, as foon as the 
“affair of the calummiatory profecution 
“ apain{t M. d’Orleans fhould be finifhed. 
‘© ] was not unaware, nor did [ recolle& 
«‘ without much diftrefs, the painful effect 
‘© our feparation would produce upon your 
** children, and above all upon Mademoi- 

“‘ felle ; 
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“¢ felle; but I adhered to this mode of de- 
“* monftrating my re{pect for your inclina- 
“tions, and accordingly announced it to 
“the Duke d’Orleans, who by the forrow 
‘“ he expreffed augmented that which I felc. 
“© Meanwhile, Mademoifelle, who had 
‘long been anxious and reftlefs abouc 
“‘ my fituation, penetrated, or at lealt 
“* guefled at my defign from its effect upon 
“¢ my carriage, for I did noc utter a word 
** to her upon the fubject. She concealed 
‘¢ her fufpicions from me as long as fhe 
*‘ could: buc this evening, being with 
‘¢ Mademoifelle Rime in the garden, fhe 
“© was taken ill and haftily brought into the 
“© faloon. I was informed of it, and ran tu 
*¢ her aliftance; I found her in a violent 
“© paroxy{m of convulfions and fighs, as if 
«¢ her heart were breaking. Sle told me that 
“fhe was firuck with defpatr, and foould cer- 
“S tainly die. Thefe were her own words. I 
““then fent away her women, and fhe 
“ opened to me the ftate of her mind with 
“an impetuofity of grief and defpair, of 
‘“‘ which I never faw an example, particu- 
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‘* jarly ina perfon of herage. I could only 
«¢ think atthe moment of calming her feel- 
‘Cings and reviving her hopes. I repeated 
$© to her that the clouds which difquieted 
‘¢ her would fhortly be diftipated ; that fhe 
«had the tendereft and moft virtuous of 
«© mothers, and the beft of fathers , that the 
‘onght to place in them the moft unh- 
‘“mited confidence and all her hopes cf 
‘“happinefs, and efpecially to acquiefce 
“wich entire fubmiffion in whatever their 
‘¢ affection fhould determine refpéting her ; 
‘that if at prefent they appeared to be of 
“ contrary opinions, it was only a momen- 
‘tary oppofition, founded upon fome muf- 
 underftanding, that their regard for their 
*¢ dear and amiable child fhould difpel ail 
<< her apprehentions, and that, as to myfcls, 
‘¢ ] promifed never to prefer my liberty to 
<¢ the happinefs of finifhing her education, 
«sand never to give in my refignation. It was 
‘¢ thus I cftablithed a calm in the moft fen- 
‘fible and grateful heart that nature ever 
“ formed. ‘Lhefe details, which J imme- 
“ diately communicated to the Duke d’Or- 
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¢* feans, increafed, if poffible, his extreme 
¢¢ affection for this adorable child. What 
«* may not he, as well as you, madam, ex- 
“© pect from a foul like this ! Iris then abfu- 
« Jutely impoffible that I can refign my ff- 
“tuation, fince, in the prefent ftate of 
“things, 1 am certain that the delicate 
“ conftirution of Mademoifelle would be 
“unable to with{tand the monfication of 
‘¢fuch an event. Ido not fay this from 
‘6 4 belief thar fhe will never bear to be fe- 
«© parated from me; fuch conduct would be 
“© weak and abfurd: fhe knows perfectly 
“ well, from my having a thoufand umes 
‘* repeated it toher, thatthe momen: fhe fhall 
‘+ ceafe to ftand in need of my cares, I fhall 
‘* guit for ever the fociety of the world, an 
‘¢ event that in three or four years at lateft 
‘¢ will certainly take place. But how diffe- 
‘rent, madam, muft be her feelings, in- 
‘¢ ftead of remaining with me tii] her educa- 
‘tion fhould be finifhed ; inftead of feeing 
« me, joyful in the completion of my work, 
“¢ refign her inio your arms and receive your 
<¢ applaufefor all Thad done both forher and 

“ for 
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** for you; to fee me on the contrary torn 
“© from her in the midft of my plans, and ob- 
“* liged to depart loaded with the moft con- 
“* fpicuous marks of your diffatisfaction and 
“<< difgrace ! Confider alfo that Mademoi- 
“ felle is now in her fourteenth year, that 
“‘ fhe is entering upon a period of ‘life 
*‘ very dangerous to young perfons, and 
** the more fo to her from her extreme de- 
* licacy and incomparable feeling; and 
“that violent fhocks and uneafinefs of 
““ mind are likely te prove exceedingly 
“‘ pernicious. Permit me then, madam, 
“‘ to continue my cares till fhe fhall be in 
“* every ref{pect formed, and there fhall be 
“ nothing to apprehend for her health. I 
** have in vain fought to conjecture why 
“* you are defirous of tearing from me the 
“‘ child that you entrufted to me with fo 
*© much joy. Til the month of October 
“< Jaft, you appeared to be charmed with 
“‘the education I gave her; and I have 
«‘ fince that period changed neither my 
«‘ plan nor my conduct: befide, Madame 
“«“has ceafed to vifit me, or to concern 

6 herfelf 
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‘Cherfelf about the inftruction of her 
“¢ daughter, and, unfortunately for me, fhe 
‘* is therefore unable to judge of it. Has 
“ any one afperfed or calumniated me in 
“¢ this refpect? But who can have done 
“this? The perfons by whom Madame ts 
“< furrounded never come near me, and are 
** of courfe incompetent judges. I am 
‘cold that Madame de Chatelux is my 
‘© enemy, and that fhe rails at me in a moft 
“ unmerciful manner. But why? I have 
“ rendered her various fervices; I have 
‘ ten of her letters, and an equal number of 
‘Cher hufband’s, full of expreffions of 
“© the tender gratitude, of the eternal gratitude 
“< they owe me, and which the promifes a// 
“ ber life to preferve*. I have ferved her, 

‘© madam, 


* My niece has in her poffeflion many letters of 
Madame de Chatelux in which the fame expreffions and 
proteftations are repeated: but fhe bad then need of 
my affiftance. I have been greatly blamed by the 
world for ferving with fo much zeai a perfon who was 
unknown to me, and whofe reputation made it undefi- 
rable that fhe fhoald be fituated in the Palais Royal. 
The fact wae this ; I had been the friend of the Mar- 

quis 
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*¢ madam, with you; I have ferved her with 
“the Duked’Orleans; I have made myfelf 
«S many enemies by the warmth withwhichI 
«© defended her immediately upon her mar- 
‘* riage ; | introduced her to Madame Neck- 
‘© er, who was very much prejudiced againft 


quis de Chatclux; he quarrelled with me: in the mean 
time his injuflice was not of a nature to diminifh 
the eftecm due to his charadter, We were upon ill 
terms on my arrival at Spa; but he knew me fuffl- 
ciently to be fure that I fhould not be infenfible to the 
pleafure of rendering an important fervice to a perfon 
whom IT had once loved, though I had jail caufe of 
complaint againft him. He fought me; confided to me 
the fectet of his heart, aflured me that the obye& of iis 
attachment was in all refpects worthy of his choice, aad 
conjured me to obtain for hes a place in the Palais Royal, 
as he was unable fram the narrownefs of his fortune to 
make a ituitable provifion for her after his death. He 
added, that 1f I could aot obtain this favour, he fhould 
neverthelefs marry her, but that anxiety for the future 
would in that cafe poifon all the happ.acfs of his life. 
This mark of confidence touched my heart, and was 
flattezing alfo, I confcfs, to my varity . I wifhed to 
fhew myi lf deferving of it. I thought I was doing a 
generous action, but I did a very inconfidcrate one, 
aud never | as a good heart fuflered more vexation for 
its imprudence. 


sc her 
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‘cher, as if fhe had been my deareft friend 
*¢ and relative; I introduced herto my aunt; 
‘© } introduced her to my daughter ; con- 
‘trary to my difpofition, I accompanied 
‘her in every vifit in which I could be ac 
‘all ufeful to her, notwithftanding my 
“occupations, I undertook al) her com- 
© miffons and made all her purchafes rela- 
‘Ctive to her mariage; J engaged my bro- 
‘¢ ther to prevail on M. d’Orleans to Iend 
‘Cher hufband what money he wanted for 
« the arrangement of his affairs; I offered 
‘Sher an apartment of which I had the 
‘© difpofal ; in fhort, I was charmed when 
“ T faw Madame d’Orleans conceive a real 
‘¢ friendthip for her ; and Madame knows 
sé that { have never fpoken of her but ih 
‘terms of encomium. Thefe are indif- 
‘ putable facts, and yet Madame de Cha- 
« celux is defirous of ruining me in your 
«* good opinion : but fuch are rhe rectitude 
‘Sand generofity of your foul, that I dare 
‘‘ believe a moment’s reftection fufficient 
“to convince you, that if Madame de 
‘¢ Chatelux hates and afperfes me, the is 


ungrateful 
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“ungrateful and unjuft; and that, fince 
‘fhe never fees me, and is ignorant of all 
““ my proceedings, the evil fhe {peaks of 
‘© me can have no weight with you. Ma- 
‘© dame has had the goodnefs a thoufand 
‘‘ times to repeat to me, that I had she def 
“© heart in the world, that 1 was incapable of 
** the leaft degree of antmofity, and 1 may fay 
“ with confidence that nothing can be more 
‘true. Try me, madam; infill upon 
‘¢ my pardoning Madame de Chateiux the 
‘* injury fhe has done me: it fhall coft me 
‘Sno effort; I will confent; and havisg 
‘‘ made this prom¥e, you may depend 
** upon my obferving it faithfully ; 1 will 
“ from my inmoft foul bury every thing in 
“ oblivion. Is there any thing elfe that 
** Madame would defire*? Inform me of 
** your wifhes; to continue with Mademoi- 
« felle and to regain your friendthip, there 
*© is nothing which | fhould find at impof- 
« fible to do. Would you wifh Made- 
-** moifelle to refide in the fame houfe with 
«© you? Madame has never fignified fuch 
“<a defire ; on the contrary the has always 

“¢ appeared 
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“ appeared to feel that the diftractions un- 
** avoidable at the Palais Royal would be 
‘‘ extremely injurious to her daughter’s 
* education, and that the beautiful garden 
** and excellent air of Belle Chaffe were in- 
“¢ difpenfably neceffary to her health: but 
“af Madame has changed her opinion, I 
“© comply without hefitation. I will go to 
s* the Palais Royal: my lodging need not 
<* incommode you ; I will be contented for 
‘© myfelf with a fingle chamber, with a 
‘* clofer, with any arrangement you pleafe. 
«« Condefcend then, madam, to explain 
«¢ yourfelf; have the goodnefs to reflect 
‘« that things cannot poffibly continue as 
‘« they are at prefent ; condefcend to do me 
*€ the juftice which I dare affirm to be due 
‘¢to my attachment and the difinterefted- 
‘< nefs of my cares. My affection for Made- 
‘© moifelle makes it impoffible for me vo- 
‘< luntarily to offer my refignation ; it muft 
“* be demanded of me: but as I have de- 
‘© monttrated the purity of my conduct by 
“‘ facts and the moft pofitive evidence, 
‘Cand as it is not poffible for a fingle re- 

‘* proach 
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*¢ proach founded in truth to be alleged 
*¢ again{t me relative to the education of 
«my pupils, the knowledge I have of the 
“* character, the principles and the inte- 
“<< pity of Madame, gives me the certainty 
“ that, afcer this ftatement, fhe will reftore 
“‘to me all my happinels, by reftoring 
“‘ to me her tavour and friendfhip. Ah! 
“madam! hften only to the di‘tates of 
‘“your heart, be guided by your own 
‘knowledge and experience, and I fhatl 
“from this very evening be perfectly 
““happy. After reading this letter, your 
‘¢ fift impulfe would be that of juftice and 
“‘ goodnefs; it would direct you to Belle 
‘¢ Chafle; you would haften to relieve and 
** confole a heart that feels towards yoa 
“the utmoft efteem and attachment; 
‘you would haften to embrace in your 
‘¢ arms a daughter who, though fo young, 
*« difcovers already a foul of ftrong fen- 
““fibility amd gratitude, and a character 
“in the higheft degree engaging and eftr- 
** mable ; a daughte: who, by her virtues 
“and her affection, will conftitute the 

“* charm 
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<¢ charm and felicity of your Ife! How 
“ many things could I ftill fay! In the 
<< name of Heaven, in the name of your 
<‘ daughter, madam, I conjure you to 
“‘ accompany M. d’Orleans hither, come 
‘and hear what I have to fay; come 
‘and reftore to me the claims which I 
*“ have never forfeited : I will receive this 
“juft return of your goodnefs with the 
<< gratitude, joy and effufion of foul which 
-¢ the moft generous pardon can infpire.” 


= REE eens 


M. D’Orleans, as I have already obferved, 
carried this letter, together with my Jour- 
nal, to Madame. She read the letter and 
appeared to be in no degree moved by its 
of the Journal the peitinacioufly refufed to 
cad a fingle article. In the mean ume, as 
it was not pofMible for her to alfign a reafon, 
and as fhe was warmly urged by M. d’Or- 
leans, who wifhed for an anfwer before fhe 
had an opportunity of confulting Madame 
de Chatelux, the formally promifed as fol- 
lows: that fhe would in future treat me 
in a becoming manner, would come 

fome- 
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fometimes to fee me, would receive her 
children at dinner every Sunday, and 
would wifh me* to accompany them as 
ufual whenever 1 could make it conve- 
nient; that of confequence fhe authorifed 
me to tell them that we had had an expla- 
nation, with which fhe was perfectly fatif- 
fied: in fhort, fhe agreed to come to Belle 
Chaffe the next morning, upon condition 
that not a fyllable fhould be menticned of 
out difference, and that no fort of eclair- 
ciffement fhould take place on one fide or 
the other. M.d’Orleans accepted this treaty 
in my name, which I raufied. The next 
day Madame came as fhe had promifed, 
accompanied by .M. d’Orleans; fhe did 
me the honour to embrace me: we talked 
of indifferent fubjects, and after a quarter 
of an hour fhe went into an adjoining 
apartment to herchildren. She told them 
that fhe had fpoken to me, that fhe was {a- 
tisfied, and that now they might come as 
ufual to fee her, attended by me. All this 
(as has been feen) J wrote in my Journal. 
On the following Sunday I dined with all 
my pupils at the Palais Royal; M. d’Or- 
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leans dined there alfo, and Madame treated 
me with the utmoft propriety. The next 
day I received from her a note of which 
the following is a copy. 


*¢ T requeft Madame de Sillery to make 
‘‘fuch arrangements as may leave my 
‘* daughter at leifure three times a week, 
“© Tuefdays, Thurfdays and Saturdays, 
“© from twelve to a quarter after one. I 
“< fhall call and take up all my children 
“* every Sunday at three, and bring them 
“¢ back at fix, when Madame de Sillery 
£¢ does not come with thein.” 


If I had bad any thing that feared difclo- 
fure, I fhould have conceived fome dif- 
pleafure at thefe tétes 4 tétes three times a 
week between Madame d’Orleans and a 
child of thirteen years old, from whom it 
was fo eafy to have drawn the truth by 
careffes, crofs queftions and maternal au- 
thority. I conceived no difpSeafure at this 
intercourfe ; it had ever been the object 
of my with, and I inftantly propofed, as 
has appeared in the Journal, farther me- 
thods for procuriig Madame d’Orleans 

the 
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the pleafure of paffing more time alone with 
her daughter. She was furprifed and af- 
fected at this procedure, and I faw clearly 
that my enemies had been mal-adrait 
enough to predict that I fhould act dif- 
ferently. Upon this occafion fhe wrote 
me the following letter, which, like all the 
reft, has been carefully preferved. 


‘«;] thank you, madam, for having 

«* pointed out to me a method for prolong- 
«ing and rendering frequent my inter- 
« courfe with my children. I fhould be 
¢ forry to interrupt the courfe my daughter 
<6 jis purfiing for her inftruction, though 
“you tell me that what remains of thefe 
«¢ excurfions is of littl importance. On 
«¢ the days therefore that my fons thal] wi%t 
‘* any cabinet, &c. Twill take my daughter 
‘¢ chither at the fame hour as often as pof- 
‘‘fible. Being informed however of their 
¢¢ intention only the evening before, it may 
‘¢ fometimes happen that I fhall have a pre- 
‘¢ vious engagement; I therefore willingly 
‘© accept your offer of giving me a proper 
«© notice, and in that cafe the firft time that 
I take 
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«¢T take out my daughter I will not fail to 
‘¢ conduct her to the place of appointment.” 


On the eleventh of October I wrote the 
following letter to Madame d’Onleans, of 
which M. de Chartres had not the Jeaft 
knowledge. 


‘¢ This letrer, madam, is wiitten for 
“you alone and relates only to M. de 
‘¢ Charties. 

« There was a time, madam, and that 
“ at no picat diflance, when I could {peak 
‘Cand open my heart to you refpecting 
« every thing which [ thought interefting 
“toyou. Atprefent you are not dafpofed 
‘6 to hear me; but my contcience and the 
‘© Jeareft intereft oblige me ‘to requeit one 
‘< ching of you which ts of much greater im- 
‘* portance to yourfelf than tome. M. de 
« Chartres is arrived at the age of fevcn- 
‘© teen years, and ts his own mafter. He 
‘Chas the liberty of going wherever he 
‘¢ pleafes and unaccompanied by any one. 
“© He is fo weil born, has imbibed fuch ex- 
“¢ cellent principles and has fo good a heart, 
** that he will be in much lefs danger froin 
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‘« this liberty than almoft any other perfon; 
“* butftill there will be fome danger. Hefeels 
“* the moft ardent defire of contributing to 
« your happinefs by his affection and con- 
<¢ duct, and I could therefore with that at 
«this critical period you would without 
‘¢ delay have a converfation with him in 
¢¢which you might tell him, that be can only 
“© make you bappy by condudting bim/clf fo as to 
«merit no reproach; that you Lope be will 
“< rreferve bis religious principles ; that fbould 
“¢ be ever abandon them, or fuffer the purity of 
“ bis manners to degenerate, tt would occaficn 
‘6 you the fevereft affliction, and that cn the 
«© contrary, foould be mamtain an immaculate 
‘© character and perfevere in the eternal princt- 
< ples of virtue, be would render you the bap- 
‘<< preft of mothers, and you would love dim 

<6 wrth the moft paffionate fondne/s. 
<}T am certain that this converfation 
«from your mouth would ftrengthen and 
«© permanently fix him in his excellent refo- 
«lutions. Eighteen months ago I had 
‘© hoped that, at the period which is now 
«anived, | fhould have had the felicity, 
6 my 
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my tafk being over, of delivering him 
myfelf into your hands, and of inflruct- 
ing you in every particular that could 
lead you toa knowledge of his charac- 
ter and give you immediately that afcen- 
dancy over him, which I poffefs inyfelf, 
and which can only be acquied by a 
perfect acquaintance with his virtues and 
defects, and the turn of his mind; an 
afcendancy that in you, madam, would 
be full more powerful, as it would be 
aided by the tender fcentiments of nature 
which he poffeffes in a mofl eminent de- 
gree, and which aie equally con{picuous 
in all your other children. He 1s fo 
happily difpofed by nature, and, I may 
add, by my cares, to Pove you, that you 
will ceitainly gain this afcendancy the 
moment you fhall have acguired the 
knowledge of him thatis neceffary. Had 
you been defirous of hearing the only 
perfon who can perfectly know him, you 
would already in this point have been as 
well informed as inyfelf, and it ts of im- 
portance to him that the empire I recom- 
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“mend to you fhould be fpeedily efta- 
“ blifhed : the year which he is tcommen- 
“* cing is the moft dangerous of his life; I 
‘S cannot watch over him in his intercourfe 
‘with the world; ttis the bufinefs of his 
‘© virtuous and fenfible mother, fhe can pre- 
‘‘ferve him from every fnare, from every 
“* feduction, if fhe enter upon ir in a {pirit 
‘cfuitable to his character. I afk not, 
*‘ madam, an interview for this purpofe, 
« though one converfation would convey 
‘¢more information than twenty Ietters, 
“¢ particularly as there are various minute 
«© circumftances which cannot be wnitten, 
“and which atthe fame time it 1s defirable 
<¢that a mother Ike you fhould not be 
“ignorant of: but if this letter do not 
« difpleafe you, and you wifh me to write 
«¢ every thing that 1 conceive to be of im- 
<¢ portance refpecting his character, and the 
“mode of treating lim moft likely to be 
*t fuccefsful, I will do it with that truth 
‘© and zeal which ever have and ever will 
‘«« characterife me when the welfare of your 
‘* children is the queftion. I fhall wait, 

« madain, 
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“* madam, your anfwer; but I conjure you 
«¢ beforehand not to confide to any perfon 
*“ the circumitances I may communicate ; 
© you will readily feel that in this point it is 
“you alone who ought to be informed, to 
«< sudge and to alt.” 
Poftfertpt. Mouday, 11 Od?ober 1790. 
“ M ADEMOZSELLE has told me that 
*‘ fhe delivered my metlage to Madame 
“upon the fubye&t of M. de Beanjollois, 
‘ and that Madame replied wat fhe would 
“ fuperintend his religious inftiuction with 
*“ extreme pleafure. You are an excellent 
** mother, and be affured that you will one 
«© day be the moft enviable of mothers. 
“© Mademoifelle is in ecftafy at the kindnefs 
“ with which you treat her; may you be 
‘mutually happy in each ott er to the de- 
‘ gree that I with, my own IYehcity will in 
“that cafe be complete ane 1 my juftifica- 
‘“* tion the moft farisfaGtory that my heart 
‘‘ can defire. Permit mre to add a fingle 
“ word in relation to M: ,demoifelle: ong 
‘* of the things. moft. agree -able to her, and 
‘< that moft ffrong'y exe ites her gratitude, 
P 3 ce 434 
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“is familiarity in per‘onal intercourfe. 
«© When fhe isalone with Madame, I fhould 
‘© be glad that Madame would enjoin her 
“to addrefs her with the little epithets ot 
*< endearment, and even with the pronouns 
“‘ theeand thou. Thefe circumftances may 
‘* appear trifling, but their confequences 
“* are important; they produce a freedom 
‘}of manner and a heart-felt affection 
“which without them would not be crea- 
eds 


It appears fiom this letter, as well as 
from my Jouinal, that I had prevailed upon 
Madame d’Orleans to prefide in the reli- 
gious inftruction of M. de Bearyjollois which 
was held three times a week at the Palais 
Royal, and to which I could not attend 
myfelf on account of my occupations with 
the other children. I had alfo pievailed 
on he:,to read the moining Journal of M. 
de Beayyollois, made by his fift valet de 
chambre, a man who has received a good 
education and poffefles confiderable merit. 
Madame d'O:leans, aveile to 1eading my 

Journal, 
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Journal, appeared to be highly delighted 
with this propofal, and fiom thar moment 
the book was taken to her every moining 
before it was brought to me. Thefe facts 
aie mentioned tn the Journal atelf by M. 
Barrois, the peifon by whom it was written, 
This Journal has been tianimitted to me, 
and I preferve it as a valuable depofit ; it 
Is very minute and regular, not a tingle 
day being omitted, 1s all in che band-writiag 
of M. Barrois, and confifts of many vo- 
lumes, It alfo appears froni this Journal 
that fron: laft November to the beginning 
of Apmnlof the prefent year, all the ftudies of 
M. de Beauyollois have been deranged or 
interrupted by the orders of Madame d’Or- 
leans. He dined with her every Sunday, 
and did not return ull half after fix or 
feven in the evening : he vifited her oncea 
fortnight with Mademorfelle on the day that 
I did not dine at Belle Chaffe ; and, under 
pretence of fitting for his poitrait, Madame 
d’Orleans fent for hun reginarly every 
morning and detained him an hour anda 
half during a period of four months: add 
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to this an hour and a half every evening, 
in confequence of which he did not go to 
bed ull eleven, nor mfe ull late the next 
moraing. Thefe facts, as I have faid, ae 
attefled not ouly by mv Journal, but by 
thofe of M. Barrois and M. Lebrun. If 
could not obferve without mortification this 
total derangement of the ftudies of fo de- 
hightful a child, who affords every demon- 
{tration of mfing genius and brilliant under- 
flanding ; but I had long been accuftomed 
to fuffer in filence, and I therefore did not 
mention the fubject fo much as to M. d’Or- 
leans. Previoufly indeed to thefe ultimate 
mortifications, Il hada momentof expectation 
and joy; my letter of 11 October appeared 
to make a favoutable impreffion upon Ma- 
dame d'Or leans; fhe vifited methe next day, 
and then, for the firft time after a long inter- 
val, we had fome private converfation. She 
{poke of my laft letter and of M. de Chartres 
with the feelings of atender mother, thanked 
me for the little counfels I gave her, and 
affured me that the would follow them ; in 
fhort, I found her juft what the 1s by nature 

and 
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and what fhe will ever be when , er own 
heart is her guide, a mc del of good: rels, of 
tendernefs and fenfibilit y. On taking leave 
of me fhe appeared to be moved, but fhe 
doubtlefs confided to th e perfons about her 
the impreffion which this conyerfation an “@ 
my laft letter wrought on her foul, and i 
foon perceived the cruel effects of the advice 
they gave her. Ievery thing went on 
(moothly till the twentieth of Otober; Ma- 
dame d’Orleans came regulaily thice morn- 
ings in a week, to take out Mademorfelle; 
kept her for an hour and a quarter or an 
hour and a half, paffed all this ume alone 
with her, and overwhelmed her with caref- 
fes and the moft fenfible demonftrations of 
affection; but all at once thefe tétes 4 tétes 
ceafed: Madame de Chatelux in particular, 
or fome other petfons, always accompanied 
Madame d’Orleans, and her daughter had 
no longer the happinefs of being alcne with 
her. Three weeks had elapfed froin the 
fourth of October without my dining at the 
Palais Royal; but at tle expiration of this 
period I requefted Mademoifelle to inform 
aa Madame 
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Madame d’Orleans that I would do myfelf 
the honour of conducting the children 
thither the next day. Madame fimply 
an{wered, that, in that cafe, as her daughter 
would be accompanied by me, fhe fhould 
not come for her as ufual. The next day, 
the day that we were to dine with Madame 
d’Oileans, fhe fent at two o’clock in the 
afternoon to inform me, that fhe fhould 
not dine at home, fomething having hap- 
pened to prevent her. I had no fufpicion 
of the truth of this. M. d’Onleans was in 
the country: upon his return he told me, 
with great emotion and difcontent, that he 
found Madame d’Orleans maie ex.fperated 
againft me than ever, though fhe could 
afign no reafon, and that the had formed 
2 scfolution to receive me no more at her 
houfe. This proceeding was the more 
unaceountable as, upon our reconciliation, 
4. O&tober, fc had promifed to receive me 
at dinner, whenever it fhould be agreeable to 
me to accompany her children, and had 
befidé’ expreffed, in unequivocal terms, ia 
a note which I have cited, that fhe fhould 

call 
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call at Belle Chaffe and take the children 
with her every Sunday whe Mfadame de 
Savery does not come with them, What had 
I done fince the petiod of this promife > 
Every paiticular of my conduct has been 
feen. What cxcufe had Madame d’Or- 
leans to allege for fuch a breach of her en- 
gagements? None, wie/s a wivincrble repug- 
wance to the feemg me. MI, d’Orieans again 
upon this occafion had recourfe to entica- 
ties and reprefentations, but they were 
equally ineffectual. “The following Sunday 
[ permitted my pupils to go without me 
to the Palais Royal, and Ihave never fince 
entered its doois. “Lhe ill treatment I re- 
ceived from Madame d’O:leans incrcafed 
every day: M. d’Orleaps gave a dinner to 
his children at Mouffleaux ; Madame would 
not come becaufe I was there. She came 
regularly with two or three other peifons 
in her carriage t> take out Mademoifelle, 
and, exclufive of thefe parties, Mademoifelle 
faw noone butme. Mademoifclle gave in 
the wintcr, not balls, he: apartments werenot 
fuffciently fpacious, but reficfhments and 

P 4 a dance 
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a dance at four different times. M. d’Or- 
Jeans was prefent at alloft':em;but Madame, 
in fpight of the entreaties of her children, 
did not once make her appearance. In a 
word, the marks of her hatred became fo 
confpicuous and fo extravagant that M. 
d’Orleans, after having endured and toler- 
ated this ftrange injuftice with uniform pa- 
tience and moderation for fo lonz a period, 
refolved at lafi to pu an end to it. He 
had an in-erview with her one morning, in 
which he told her that he infifted upon her 
granting, what fhe had hitherto refuted to 
his entreaty, a dre? and circimftantial ex- 
planation with me, and that on the day 
following. Madame d’Orleans, after many 
objections, confented, and gave her formal 
promife that the explanation fhould taxe 
place. She came to me the next morning 
at nine, and this interview feemed to pro- 
mife every thing Icoulddefire. I believed 
thar, as fhe confented to explain herfelf and 
hear my expoflulation, nothing would be 
more eafy than to put an endto our mif- 
underftanding, or atleaftto makeher feel the 

dangerous 
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dangerous confequences of the plan of con- 
duct that was recommended to her. Ie 
was my intention to have thus addreffed 
her: ‘If it be true that you cannot fur- 
«* mount the prejudices you have imbibed 
 apainft me; if it be true that the unde- 
“ niable proofs of the re€titude of my con- 
*¢ du&t fail to make an impreffion on you, 
«¢ let us adopt, calmly and prudently, fuch 
‘¢ rational means as will effect our purpofe, 
‘* not perhaps fo fpeedily as you may wih, 
<s but in a manner more decent and becom- 
‘© ing hoth for you and for me. I have 
«© promifed Mademoifelle not to give in 
«my refignation ; I will not theretore do 
“ic, You cannot demand it of me, be- 
* caufe M. d’O:leans is mafter of his chil- 
‘¢ dren, becaufe you will thus act contrary 
‘© to his will, and of confequence contrary 
*©to your duty. Madame de Chatelux, 
<‘ acquainted only with the cuftoms of 
‘‘ Liege, perfectly ignorant of ours, and 
‘© who fuppofes money to be the omnipotent 
‘¢ arbiter of every thing, may have told 
‘¢ you that you have the fame right to dif- 

5 mifs 
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«‘mifs me as to difcharge a femme de 
“chambre, and that by the offer of a 
“ penfion 1 fhould be perfectly reconciled. 
«¢ But you, madam, who have fo noble 
‘and delicate a foul ; you who fo well un- 
“ derftand mine, in this refpect at leaft; who 
«know that I have never wifhed to accept 
‘from you, either for myfelf o1 my 
«© daughters, I will not fay a kindnefs, but 
«any thing that can be called a prefent; 
“© who know alfo that I undertook the edtr 
“ cation of your three fons upon the ex- 
‘© prefs condition that 1 was never to re 
“ceive for it any emolument whatever; 
‘you will not think yourfelf intidled to 
“ fpeak and act in this manner, In fhore 
«if your heart js for ever fhut again{ft me, 
‘cif the intereft of your children’s educa- 
“Ction, their attachment to me, and the 
ss defires of M. d’Orleans, are infufficient 
“* to counterbalance your prejudices, I wifh 
‘€ not to retain my fituation in defiance of 
“your will; but enable me, madam, to 
** retne without noe or unhappy daffen- 
< fion, and ip a manner that your children 

may 
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may not be too violently affected. For 
this purpofe it is neceffary, inftead of 
oppofing the defires of M. d’O:leans, 
to appear to be conformable to them 
and reconciled with me. IT afk not thofe 
maiks of intemacy which fubfifted two 
years ago, but treat me with the refpect 
due to a perfon who has devoted twelve 
years of her life to your childien, and 
appear neither to hate nor to avoid me. 
Speak of me to your children without 
amumnofity , praife them for the gratitude 
they evince towards me; at the fame 
time givethem your confidence; fee them 
frequently alone ; queflion them with an 
air of intereft refpecting their fentiments, 
their ftudies, and theig occupations : this 
conduct perfifted in for the [pace of five 
or ftx months, will eftabhfh between 
them and you that eafe, that delightful 
familiarity, which can alone be produc- 
tive of true friendfhip. By condefcend- 
ing to follow this advice, yuu will enable 
me during the approaching winter ho- 
noprably to retire: you may then fay to 


§¢ Muccjuoifelle that as, by hcr own affi- 
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«© duity and my cares, her education is al- 
*“ snoft perfectly completed, you wifh for 
“the happinefs of her refiding with you. 
« Jn this ftate of things, fhe will quit me 
without defpair, and will rejoice to find 
*€ berfeif under the fole authority of her af- 
* fectionace and tender mother. Seeing 
«ome treated by you with decorum, fhe 
«will not regart the termination of my 
© cares as the ref jt of peifecution, nor 
“ our feparation as eternal; her tears will 
© flow without birtternefs, and the atren-. 
« tions of a fond mother will foon dry up 
« their fource.” 

Such were the fentiments I intended to 
exprefs, at the faine ume offering to enter 
into any engagements upon this head that 
could beft enfure my fincerity. It was for 
this reafon that I confined myfelf to the 
demand of fix or feven months delay, fng- 
gefting at the fame time means for removing 
the difficulty, that accrued from my promife 
to Mademoifcle, and for conforming my- 
felf to all thofe objeéts that cauld be inte- 
refting to Madame d’Orleans. I was rmmi- 
nating upon this plan, when my door opened 

and 
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and Madame appeared. I had hardly caft 
my eyes upon her before a part of my hopes 
vanifhed. She entered biifkly, threw her- 
felfin a chair, bid me be filent, and then 
drew fiom her pocket a paper, remarking 
inthe moft imperious way that fhe would 
let me into her intentions refpecting me. 
She then read with an elevated voice and 
extreme volubility this paper, the contents 
of which were of the ftrangeft fort. Ic im- 
ported that, 7 confideration of the difference of 
our opinions, 1 had no other party totake, mm 
eruility or decency, than that of immedtately 
withdrawing my/feif; that if 1 confented to 
this, jhe would fuffer the affair to be quietly 
blown over, would in converfation with ber 
friends impute my retreat to &ny caufe I thought 
proper to affign, and would make any provifion 
for the two young perfons under my care that I 
foould myfelf fix upon; but this was upon con- 
dition that, while I refigned immediately, I 
fosuld take all neceffary precauticns to prevent 
a too deep imprefion upon Mademorfelle: this 
might eafily be done by faying, that I ivas gong 
to England to drink the waters for the re- 

covery 
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covery of my health, a journey that had afually 
taken place feven years before, and would 
therefore excite no fufprctons in Mademorfelle™ : 
but if I refufed thefe terms, fhe fhould fee 
with the extremelt mortification ber children 
in my care, and I miglwt therefore count 
upon the moft open rupture, and a deter- 
mination on her part never to fee me again 
as long as foe lived, 

Such was the written harangue of Ma- 
dame d’Orleans which I have fasthfully re- 
ported, and this is what fhe called ax exp/a- 
nation. As foonas the excefs of my afto- 
nifhment would permit me to fpeax, I re- 
pled that, after the pofitive declaration I 
had heard, there was no other condudl for me 
to purfue but that of retiring ; not that I fup- 
pofed Madame d’Orleans to have the right 
of compelling me to it, not that I was inte 
midated by her anger which was unyjuft, or 
by her menaces which I difregarded ; bur 


* Atrthe time of this little excurfion to England, the 
only one I ever made without my pupils, Mademorfclle 
was feven years old; I then;poffeffed all the confidence 
of Madame d’Orleans, aad I was abfent-only five weeks. 
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inecaufe the authority of a mother, though 
reftricted by the laws, was in my eyes 
facred. That as to her offers, a moment’s 
refleécion mutt be futficrent to convince her 
that 1 could only defpife them , that I could 
make a faciifice, but not a dargam. ‘That 
as to what the world would fay, I had but 
one wih: that the exact truth might be 
known. JI added that for the reft my re- 
ipect for Madame d’Orleans and my know- 
ledge of her character and her delicacy, 
would not permit me to attribute to her 
the flrange production fhe had read to me, 
the ftyle, the reafonings and the featzments 
of which were fo httle worthy of her+. I 
concluded with affuring her that I would 
quit Belle Chaffe as foon as Mademoifelle 
had performed her Eafter devotions, as I 
otherwife feared that the gnef which my 


* No one acquamted with the fimple and natural 
mode of writing which char acteriufed Madame d’Orle- 
ins for twenty years, will accufe her of having dictated 
the majority of thofe preduétions which fhe has conde- 
feended to honour with her fignature for two years 
patt, 

departure 
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departure might occafion her, would de- 
prive her of the frame of mind requifite to 
the right difcharge of this duty. In fine] 
promifed, not that I would tell Mademoi- 
{elle that I quitted her in order to go tothe 
Briftol waters, an artifice that would not 
have deceived her for a moment; but I 
promifed to conceal from her my misfor- 
tune and hers, to depart fecretly, and to 
take every poffible precaution to foften the 
bitternefs of this crue] feparation.—IJn the 
mean time M. d’Orleans waited the re- 
turn of Madame at the Palais Royal. He 
had no doubt, from the promife fhe had 
given him, that fhe would come to an 
explanation with me; and his aftonifhment 
was equal t6 mine, when fhe informed 
him of the truth, and fhewed him the 
paper which fhe had read and which fhe 
refufed to leave with me. Such a ftep as 
this, taken without the privity of a hufband 
and a father, was neceffarily calculated to 
furprife him, and the ftrange manner in 
which thepaper was drawn up did not di- 
munifh his furpnfe, Add to this, that fuch 

a mode 
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a mode of reading inftead of /peaking in a 
tére-a-téte, is in itfelf fuficiently extraor- 
dinary. The grief of M. d’Orleans would, 
if that had been poffible, have increafed 
rine, when he found me urevocably deter-~ 
mined to depart 26 April, as I had told 
Madame d’Orleans I would do, unlefs the 
fhould herfelf defire a longer delay, of 
which I had no hopes. M.d’Orleans flat- 
tered himfelf that he could induce her to 
this meafure by reprefenting to her, that 
hitherto fhe had had the greateft influence 
an the education of her-children; but 
that if I quitted them, this influence 
would entirely ceafe, fince by forcing me 
to retire fhe gpenly declared to them and 
to the public defires and opinions in direct 
oppofition to his; that fhe had been at li- 
berty to fee Mademorfelle at Belie Chafle 
as often as fhe pleafed, but that after my 
departure fhe could no longer be permitted 
to be alone with her or to take her out; be- 
caufe, by her retaining the fame authority 
as ever, the public might fuppofe that his 
opinions had changed, or at Jeaft that he 
confented to his children being educated 


in 
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in different ones. M.d’Orleans then drew 
an interefting picture of the injury his 
daughter would fuftain in her happinefs, 
her health and her education ; her education 
would remain unfinifhed, her talents de- 
ftroyed before they arrived at maturity, and 
nothing would be effectua! to confole her 
under a misfortune fo unexpected and ac- 
companied with fuch diftrefsful circum- 
ftances. Whar, he afked, could be faid to 
her in juftification of the proceeding, or 
how were her fufferings to be afluaged ? 
Madame d’Orleans replied that the truth 
muft be concealed from her and fhe mutt 
be told that my refignation was voluntary. 
M. d’O:leans rejoined that this would be 
to traduce and calumniate me, as I had g1- 
ven my word to Mademoifelle never vo- 
luntarily to refign ; that he would never tuf- 
fer fucha falfehood, even if I could confent 
to it, and that he would inform her of the 
exact truth. As the laft refource M. d’Or- 
leans tried what effect was to be wrought 
upon her by the interpofition of M. de 
Chartres, whom he inftructed in every par- 
ticular of our fituation, The heart of Ma- 

dame 
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dame d’Orleans, naturally fenfible and 
good, was ftrongly moved by the prayers 
and tears of her fon: but her confidante, 
apprehenfive, no doubt, of the confe- 
quences of this tendernefs, contrived to 
place her out of the reach of this influence, 
and fhe fuddenly departed for Eu, accom- 
panied folcly by Madame de Chatelox. 
Upon this M. d’Orleans fent immediately, 
by exprefs, a letter to the true author of 
all thefe troubles, to Madame de Chatelux, 
defiring, as he could only attribute the con- 
duct of Madame d’Orleans to her counfels, 
that fhe would make choice of fome other 
abode than his houfe, and would fend, 
in the courfe of a fortnight, the keys of 
her apartment to the Paldis Royal. The 
refult of this proceeding was the demand of 
@ feparation on the part of Madame d’Orle- 
ans.——In the mean time, faithful to the pro- 
mife I had given, I had the fortitude 
to conceal from Mademoifelle the grief 
that overwhelmed me. On the 26th of 
April, having contrived that Mademoi- 
felle fhould go out without me at eight 

o’clock 
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o'clock in the morning, I took the op- 
portunity of departing. Previoufly how- 
ever to my quitting Belle Chaffe, I wrote 
three letters for Mademoifelle, leaving or- 
ders that they fhould be given to her one 
after another in the courfe of the day, and 
that fhe fhould be told at the delivery of 
each, that fhe was only to receive them 
when fhe was calm and reafonabie. I agreed 
with M. d’Orleans to indulge her in the 
hope, not of my refuming my office, but 
of our feeing one another agalu, a precau- 
tion which we conceived might be neceffary 
to moderate the violence of rhe imprefficn 
and the excefs of her grief. I fthail here 
prefent the reader with an exact copy of 
thefe letters. At the time of my writing 
them J had no idea of their appedring in 
print at the end of this work ; and even 
had fuch been my defign, it would have 
been impofible to alfume the ftyle which 
it becomes me to employ when I publicly 
addrefs myfelf to Mademoifelle d’Orleans. 
Je was neceflary to {peak to her heart and 
endeavour to adminifter confolation, and 

the 
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the familar ftyle of our private intercourfe 
was the only one adapted to thisend. The 
following was my firft letter. 


25 April 1791, eight o’click in the evening. 

“lam forced, Wear child, to quit you, 
“at Jeaft for a time; but I hope we 
“‘ thall meet again. I conjure you, by the 
** rendernefs you feel for me, to take care 
“of your health, Madane d’Orleans 
* compels me to withdiaw; but I leave 
‘© with you my heart. Keflect, dear child, 
‘“¢ that it is incumbent on you to fubmit to 
the will of a mother, and that, notwith- 
ftanding the rigour of her prefent pia- 
‘“* ceeding, this mother loves you, and 
*¢ would adore you if fhe knew you better; 
“ reflect that fhe has in her heart every 
good and virttious quality, and that the 
prejudice which feparates us 1s not her 
‘© work, Be affured that, abfent from my 
“dear child, my tender fnend, my 
thoughts wall be occupied with her alone. 
“Yes I will write to you every day. I 
‘will chink of you every moment of 
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““my life. As the recompenfe of my 
“< cares, let your conduét be reafonable: 
“¢ furmount your grief, difpel your melan- 
<< choly, ifmy life be dear to you; I could 
“ not live, if I knew you to be ill. I will 
«¢ not quit France, becaufe you are there. 
** You will hear news of me continually. 
cI requeft that after to morrow you will 
‘¢ take an airing with your tender and fenfi- 
‘¢ ble father*. He loves you beyond expref- 
“‘ fion. Let him not fuffer the mortal cha- 
«* srin of feeing you a prey to unreafonable 
“¢forrow. Dear child of my heart, adieu. 
«© This heart you ought to be able to read, 
‘Cand to know all that paffes within it. 
-&© Never, never will it love any object 
<‘ upon earth more ardently than you.” 








SECOND LETTER. 


25 April, at midnight. 
ce 
You have felt, dear child, the violent 
‘«« palpitation of heart I experienced on 


* The lamentable fate of her health would not per- 
mit her to follow this advice. 
«¢ your 
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‘¢ your retiring to reft. My tears did not 
‘< flow, my countenance was unalterable ; 
‘© but you difcovered this involuntary emo- 
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‘© They came to ynform me that you were 


* She was upon my knees with her head reclined on 
my bofom, and as fhe embraced me fhe felt the throb- 
bings of my heart. She withdrew in filence, and was 
taken all in her bed, but without fainting. Perceiving 
her in tears, the perfons about her enquired into the 
caufe; fhe replied that fhe withed to {peak with me, 
but defired that I might not be informed of it 
till I was alone in my apartment. They promifed, 
and in the mean time they made known to me 
her fituation. I was already uneafy, as I had heard a 
noife in her chamber, which is feparated from mine only 
by a glafs door: having alfo been told that fhe had 
fone confufed f{ufpicions, I took my harp and played 
loud enough for her to hear me. This calmed her a 
little. In about three quarters of an hour I ap- 
proached the glafs door to percerve if the flept: the 
was fitting upon the bed; I entered; the burit into 
tears, and confefled tome the vague apprehenfions that 
floated in her :magination. I was obliged to proteft 
that there was no foundation for her fears. I have 
never fuffered fo much as at that moment. I left her 
perfectly fatisfied with the aflurance I had given her. 
I returned to my chamber, and immediately wrote this 
letter. 


Q2 “* unwell : 
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unwell: without gueffing at the caufe of 
“‘ your indif{pofition, I had the courage to 
** take my harp and play in your hearing. 
c¢——Oh! my dear and beloved friend! I 
<< have deceived you; I have deceived you 
‘for the firit time in my hfe; bute I 
<<‘ wifhed to make you pafs a good night: 
** befide had I left youin the uncertainty 
«* and apprehenfion in which I found you, 
“ you would not have confented to go out 
“¢ the next day; and was it poffible for us to 
“take leave of each othe: ? Itwas not. I 
<¢ was defirous to fave you thefe heart rend- 
“ing adieus. . . ; Bus 
<¢ T am juft come are your per ides [ 
«¢ have juft been embiacing you. 
es My dear child, 1 would never have de- 
“fired to quit you, let them have treated 
“©meas they would; but Madame d’O:- 
«Jeans herfelf has demanded my refigna- 
‘tion: fhe muft be obeved. To-moriow 
‘* morning I will wiite you a long letter, 
“ but it will not be delivered to you tll 
s you appear calm and reafonable. My 
“¢ fweet cluld, I love you a thoufand times 
“* better 
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* better than my life; be watchfal of your 
health, if you would not deftroy me. 
© Depend upon it we fhall fee one another 
“acan, Be calm, do nor give yourfeif up 
‘to extravagant giief. It 1 your fitend’s 
‘* requefl, and the afks it in the name of 
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every thing fhe has done for you.” 


THIRD LITTER. 

29 April, in the morning. 
° My dear child, I will now write to you 
‘mote at large. J promited never to de- 
“* fire to quit you let chem treat me as they 
“would, I have kept my word. Yo what 
“ T have fuffered for two years paft you are 
*© a witnefs; I have been treated as they 
“ would not have treated a chamber- maid, 
*¢ Madame d’Orleans having forbidden me 
*“to come to the Palats Royal even along 
‘with you. Other infances equally harfh 
‘IT will not recount. If 1 had not loved 
** you as one !winan being ne*er loved an- 
*‘ other, I fhould have afked, and ought to 
*¢ have afked, for my clifmiffion at the firlt 
“‘fymptoms of fuch a conduct; but to 


Q.3 “ preferve 
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“ preferve your life my patience was inex- 
‘* hauftible. It is now almoft a month 
“Sago that I] entreated M. d’Orleans to 
“* procure me a final explanation with Ma- 
‘© dame, fearing as 1 did that the moft une- 
‘“¢ quivocal marks of variance would difcover 
“‘ themfelves cither when we fet out for the 
‘© country, or while we were there*. Ma- 
‘* dame d’O:lcans, who had always refufed 
“every difcufiion with me, and the fo 
«much as reading my Journal, promuifed, 
‘© for this once, to do what M. d’Orleans 
‘“reqatred. She came to Belle Chaffe at 
‘‘ nine in the morning, and, inflead of 
“© coming to an explananon, diew a paper 
‘from her pocket, written without the 
‘““ knowledge of M. d’Orleans, which fhe 
‘* yead to me, and which gave mé to under- 
“« ftand chat, i confideration of the difference of 
“© our optncons, 1 had no other party to take 
‘‘than that of immediately withdrawing 


* Thad juf grounds for my apprehenfions in this 
refpe&. Belide, the actual flate of things was more 
than fufficient to make it defirable that this difcuffion 
fhould not be deferred, 

“* myfelf, 
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‘emyfelf, and that if 1 remained fhe was 
«¢ sefolved never to fee me again as long as 
‘fhe lived. Yow will readily conceive, 
‘dear child, that after fuch a declaration 
‘© from the lips’ of a mother, 1 was im- 
‘¢ pofible for me to continue with her 
“daughter. In reality I well knew that 
“ for two years my refignation had been 
““the object of her clefire. but fhe de- 
‘“’ manded it not, and I rematned. At 
« Jenoth the pronounced the decree, and 
‘ic was necefflaiy to fulpmut. Pwithed at 
*¢ Jeaft to be with you 1n the facred feafon 
‘* of Eafter, and itis for that 1eafon my 
** departure has been deferred to the 26th. 
«¢ Judge, dear child, what muft have been 
“¢ my fufferings during” the laft month I 
“have paffed with you! In giving you 
** your Jeffons, in affecting calmnefs and 
“tranquillity, how many fighs and tears 
“‘have I fuppreffed! What anguifh of 
“heart have I experienced! But I knew 
“‘ that my adieus would be infupportable 
“to you; I therefore concealed from you 
‘© in this manner my departure, and fuf- 


Q 4 ‘s fered 
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“ fered during a month the moft terrible 
“¢ reftrairt: the confideration that it was 
““ tor you, infpired me with the fortntude. 
« Cheeifully would I tacrfice my life to 
‘Cinfure your happinefs: you know what 
fare my feelings in this refpect, and 
‘vou cannot therefore imagine that 
‘any thing could appear tco hard for 
““me that tended to your advantage. 
‘© Tmirate then, my beloved fiiend, this 
** courage; let not your foul be too much 
© caft down ; afflict not mortally the beit 
“of fathers by abandoning yourfelf to 
‘© your forrowsand your grief, and acd not 
‘© to my prefent evils the moft cruel alarms. 
«© As to Madame d’Orleans, fhe feparates 
““us, it is true, but reflect that to her de- 
‘© fire and choice you have been indebted 
“ for the twelve years we have lived toge- 
‘¢ ther, and of confequence for the advan- 
‘© tase you may have derived from them. 
st She 1s blinded at prefent by unjuft pre- 
© judice ; but her fonl is angelic, it 15 r= 
‘¢ plete, as I have a thoufand times told 
‘© you, with every thing good, noble and 

“ Virtuous. 
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‘virtuous. What you have obfeived in 
‘Cher for eighteen months that is unjuft 
‘Cand capricious, 1s derived from another 
‘« fource, and is foreign and uanatural to 
“ her character. Ever love and cherth her : 
« this fentiment is deeply eng.aven on your 
“neart, and you cainot better prove to 
‘¢ Madame d’O:leans your affcction and the 
“‘ purity of your principles, than by your 
“ fubmiffion. Your fither has not left 
‘you ignorant of his fears rc{pecting the 
“ fepaation which Madame d’O:lcans has 
“‘ demanded. cruch and hett-r1ending 
“fears for you and your biochers! Exeit 
“ every effort to reconcile and unite them ; 
“‘itas a duty facredly incumbent upon you, 
‘and Tam certain you wul difUharge m with 
“the moft fervid zeal. I thank God, lam 
““ not made the pretext of this Jaft violence 
“ of Madame d’Orleans. When fhe came 
*¢ about a month ago to defire J would with. 
‘draw myfelf, I replied that fhe should be 
*‘ obeyed; fhe cbtaincd therefore alt that 
°° fhe wifhed. <A few days after M. d’Or- 
“Jeans wrote to Madame de Chatelux for 
“‘ the keys of her apartment in the Palais 

O 5 «© Roval. 
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** Royal, and Madame d’Orleans then de- 
‘‘ manded a feparation: it is eafy to di- 
*‘ vine from what motive and by whofe 
“¢ infligatién. : 

‘< It is cruel, my beloved friend, to be 
“< torn fiom each other; but our misfortune 
‘© is not without example. You remem- 
“¢ ber the hiftory of Fenelon and his pupil 
«¢ the Duke of Burgundy *: they were fe- 
*“parated nearly in a fimilar manner. 
«“'The young prince fuftained an irrepa- 
«¢ rable lofs, a lofs much fuperior to yours, 
«* for he loft Fenelon, and he was deftined 
“to reign. He felt acutely his misfortune ; 
«© he loved Fenelon all his life, he was faith- 
<©ful to the claims of friendfhip and of 
‘* sratitude; but the fentiments of nature 
“remained unalterable, his refpect for 
‘<‘his grandfather equalled his regret; 
“he wept, but he murmured not. Such 
“is the conduct I expect from my Adela. 
«© Do you eflimate, my dear friend, at no 
«value the liberty we fhall enjoy of writ- 


* Thad purpofcly read to her this hiftory a few days 
previous to my departure. 
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“ing to each other® ? You will read my 
“heart, and I fhall read yours ; we fhall 
“always be thinking of one another. 
<¢ Would you prove to me the truth of 
‘your affection? Be courageous; take 
‘© care of your health; culuvate your ta- 
‘« lents, thofe talents which you owe to the 
“¢ warmeft love that ever animated a hu- 
“man breaft, that harp. . . . 

“© Oh, my beloved child! I feel the offeR 
*¢ that the found alone of this inftrument 
‘© will produce on thy fen§ble heart, and 
“© what ideas it will recal to thy remem- 
‘¢ brance! Can you confent that 1 confider 


# It is known that in the cafe of Fenelon and the 
Duke of Burgundy, the preceptar and the pupil were 
forbidden to write to each other, and they correfponded 
in fecret. We muft hate the man who could enjoin 
fuch a command ; but Fenelon isnot without blame for 
having anthorifed the difobedience of his pupil. For 
the reft, when I coafider that Fenelon was bated and 
difgracefully difmifed, for the atrocious creme of writing 
the Adventures of Telemachus for his pupil; when 1 
recolle&t that Lours the Great, after reading this work, 
exclaimed: [énews M. de Cambray poffeffed a weak mind, 
but L acver before fufpeded him of having a corrupt heart, 
I feel the fulleft conviction that I have no right to 


complain. 
Q 6 “¢ all 
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‘¢ all thofe hours as loft that I employed 
‘* in teaching you to play ® At thefe very 
‘¢ hours I will every day play myfelf, from 
“fix to eight o'clock, the leffons that we 
‘¢ have performed together, and that I would 
‘© not have you forget, becaufe I hope we 
*¢ fhall yet play them together again. If 
‘© T could but think that you played them 
‘© too at tue very fame time, I fhould put 
e the deception on myfelf of fuppofing that 
‘’ we were together; it would be a fource of 
€ happinefs to the, and thefe hours would be 
‘€ regarded by your friend as the {weeteft 
« hours in the day. I fhall take a harp with 
‘¢ me forthat purpofe : write me word whe- 
‘ther you agree to this fort of engage- 
“ ment, and whether your heart beats in 
“unifon with mine. If you fhould be 
‘© obliged to ciange your hour on account 
‘‘ of your promenades, fend me woid of 
“ that too, and I will conform myfelf to 


‘¢ the change you fhall make.* 
<< Continue 
* Notwithitanding her fituation, fhe made frequent 
attempts to play ; but how was it poffible fhe fhould 
fucceed, when her bands ftill fhake to fuch a degree 
that. 


Pid 
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‘© Continue to be uniformly good, mild, 
‘eequal. I recommend to you all your 
“* neople, who have given me the moft af- 
« fecting proofs of their attaahment*. | 
« mention this circumftance becaufe I am 
*€ fore that it will be an additional motive 
‘¢ with you to be kindtothem. Be always 
*¢ mild and affeCtionate towards Mademoi- 
«© felle Rime, whofe mind js fo rational and 
fo virtuous. Forget not the true frend- 


that fhe can only devote half der ufual time to thre 
fivdy of which fhe 1s fo ford? The tremulous ftate of 
her never, her debility, her extreme thinnefs, and the 
total alteration of her figure, plainly eviace what have 
been her fufferings, the effeéts of which will not fpeedi- 
ly be removed. She had never before been fick , on the 
contrary fhe owed to my cares the moft perfect health. 

* This painful moment of my life was foftened to 
me by the demonftrations of kindnefs, efteem and af 
feétion, which I shall never ceafe to remember, on the 
part of the nuns of that refpeCiable hhoufe, who wrote 
mea mofl pathetic letter, on the part of the tutors and 
mafters concerned in the education of my pupils, and of 
their fervants in general. Allof the‘r perfons wrote to 
me, either feparately or in a corporate capacity, the day, 
or the day but one, before my departuic. I have care- 
fully preferved ther: letters as the moft Lunourable and ir- 
refiftible proofy of the irreproachablenefs of my condu&. 


‘¢ fhip 
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«© fhip which I bear for Horain*. I have 
*€ ordered him to write to me, and he will 
‘© inform me whether my child 1s reafon- 
¢€ able and follows my advice. Remember 
*¢ chat itis you alone who can bv your con- 
‘© duct confole me. If you give yourfelf 
‘© up to extravagant oiief, you will kill me, 
‘for J am al'eady weakened and ex- 
“ haufted by the fleeplefs nights I have 
«© paffed and the horrible conftraint I have 
«© impofed on myfelf for a month patt. 
«< Place your confidence in God, my dear 
*¢ child, who enjoins and rewards refigna- 
“tion; pray for our reunion, and be fub- 
«« miffive to his will that your prayers may 
“< be effectual. Lembrace m) child, my dear, 
«© my beloved child, with aj: the terdernefs 
«< which fhe knows my heart to poflefs, Ah ! 
© never fhall I give a proof of this tendernefs 
*€ equal to the effort I yefterday made that 
“‘ you might pafs a good night. Refle& 
*€ upon this, and learn from it what forti- 
“¢ tude and empire over ourfelves true af- 
¢ fection can infpire. 

«¢ 1 authorife you, dear child, to fhew 


* Valet de chambre of Mademoifelle d’Orleans. 
all 
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«all my letters without exception to Ma- 
‘¢ dame d’Orleans. You ought to have no 
‘© fecret from her, and there is nothing in 
« my heart that J with to conceal. 

<¢ T flatter myfelf that you will receive 
‘¢¢ Madame Topin in a becoming manner : 
“© the poffeffes an excellent and eftimable 
‘¢ character, and great fricndfhip for me. 
«¢T am fure alfo thas you will feel the value 
“6 of Henrietta’s attachment, and that the 
<e will foften your pains*. Your other 
‘¢ young friend 1 take with me: you know 
é€ the fenfibihry of her heart; you may be 
«© affured that we fhall talk and think of no 
‘one but you. Alas! we {hall fland in 
‘* sreat need of each other; the fame feel- 
‘ ings will mutually and wholly occupy 
‘us; we fhall have but one fubject of con- 
‘© verfation, and Adgla will be ever prefent 
‘¢ with us”. 


* I had agreed with M. d’Orleans to leave my niece 
for the prefent, thinking the might be ferviceable to 
Mademoifelle ; bet her flay was to be only for three or 
four months: 


MY 
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MY intention was to travel fix weeks in 
Auvergne and in Franche-Comté, after- 
wards to return to Paris, unknown to Ma- 
demoifelle,°there to rerrain a month to in- 
{pect the printing of this work, and then to 
depart for Sillery till the approach of win- 
ter, which I wifhed to fpend in England, a 
country equally dear to me from taite, gra- 
titude and friendfhip, and where I fhould 
certainly be more happy than in France, if 
it were poffible to find happinefs at a dif- 
tance from mv ‘family, my pupils and my 
country. 

At Clermont I received Jetters that be- 
pan tomake me uneafy refpecting the fitu- 
ation of Mademoréelle d’Orleans ; but upon 
my arrival at Lyon, I received others of fo 
alarming a nature that I gave up my journey 
to Franche-Comté, and refolved to return 
without delay, ftill intending to remain 
concealed from her. Six leagues from 
Auxerre I met an exprefs from M. d’Or- 
leans, whofe orders were to go to Befan- 


gop, where I was {nppofed to be arrived. 
He 
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He gave me a packet containing letters 
fiom M. d’Orleans, M. de Sillery, my 
daughter, my pupils, M. Pieyre, and other 
perfons, all informing me that the faintings 
and convult ons*of Mademoielle, {o far 
from diminithing, tncreafed every day; that 
foe vifibly wafted ; and in foort that sf the 
flate of her bealth did not amend there was the 
greateft reafon to fear for ber tife. The fol- 
lowing is a copy of M. d’O:leans’ letter. 


‘“* DEAR FRIEND, 
“ T INCLOSE you aléter which I wrote 
“* this morning to Madame d’Orleans, and 
** upon which I build my hopes of the life, 
“the health and the happinefs of my 
** daughter*. She has feen it, and from 


In this letter, as will prefently be fcen, he informed 
Madame d’Orleans that he gonfidered hei, froma paflage 
in one of her letters, as confenting to my return, that 
he therefore fhould immediatcly prefs me to do fo, and 
that he thought her confent thus expr. fled would be 
fufficient to determine me, particulacly when feconded 
by the fituation of bis daughter and the knowledge that 
he had given her the moft pofyive affurance, of feeing 
mc. 

the 
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“¢ the effect it produced upon her, which it 
“Cis ympoffible to defcribe to you, I fear fhe 
«¢ would die 1f her hopes were difappointed. 
«* Ber mother, as you will fee by the let- 
« cer the has written to Montpenfier*, de- 
 claresthat fhehasno right overher; thatfhe 
*¢ wifhes not tointerfere, anc that fhe relies 
“¢ abfolutely upon me totake every piecau- 
“tion that may be neceflary. 1 repeat, 
‘© dear friend +, that my daughter will not 
‘* probably live, and certaimy will never 
“be happy, & you do not refume your 
“‘ cares. She depends upon it; her affec- 
« tion for you makes it your duty, and fhe 
«‘ joins with me and my children in con- 
*¢juring you. ,Dear friend, do not refufe 
“6us; we fhall expect your anfwer with 
«¢ the utmoft impatience, but without ap- 
“ prehenfion, certain that it will be favou- 
‘< rable and will be fpeedily followed by 
* M. de Montpenfier fent this letter to M. d’Or- 
leans, becaufe it was an anfwer to one which his father 
had requefted him to write: of this anfwer M. d’Or- 
leans alfo fent me a copy. 
+ The word; dear friend, wherever they occur in this 
letter, aie ufed as an Englifh phrafe in the original. T. 
** your 
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‘* your arrival, fince we are not ignorant of 
“‘ your affection for your pupil, and are 
‘¢ perfuaded that you cannot refufe to com- 
*€ nly with the anxiety of our affection.” 


=——— 





Paris, 10 Play 1791. 
From M. d’Orleans’ letter to Madame 
d’Orieans I fhall cite but one paffage rela- 
tive to Mademowfelle and myfelf. 


6 e * a e ? e * e bad @ ® e 
* = e e e e s e 


‘¢ In your letter to Montpenfier you fay 
“that you have no inquietude refpecting 
«the fituation of your daughter; your 
‘words are thefe: whategives me perfect 
°* affurance as to the life of this unfortunate 
‘ child, is that her father is with her, who 
** wenll certainly take eyery precaution,to pre- 
‘* ferve it. The moft certain and effectual 
‘* precaution, and indeed the only one that 
‘¢ T can imagine, is to prevail on Madame 
‘< de Sillery to reftume her cares, and I fhall 
“ inftantly exert every effort to effe& this.” 


Of 


356 Leffons of a Governefs 


Of all the other letters which the packet 
contained I fhall only quote the following 
paffage from that of M. de Sillery. 

“4 May 1791. 


. « e ° @ . ® » to 


« YOU fee by the letter of M. d’Or- 
‘© leans how defirous he is of your return, 
«¢ and that he regards it as the only means 
“of faving his child. The danger muit 
«‘ have been very imminent,’ fince he has 
“< confided tofher all the mieafures he has 
“‘taken to prevail on you, and this has 
«< been the only inftance in which we have 
“«< fucceeded in giving her a moment’s con- 
«€ folation. He has told her tHat your re- 
“turn depends folely on yourfelf, and it ts 
«¢ my opinion that you will not hefitate. I 
*‘cannot exprefs the demonftrations of 
«* attachment which all your childien evince 
‘at this profpect : the poor little mnvalid ts 
«© befide lterfelf with joy at the idea of feeing 
* you, for fhe has no doubt of your coming 
“© to fave her from death, or a fituation a 
‘© hundred ames worfe. Return then; all 

“* that 
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** that love you expect you with impatience 
‘Cand cannot be happy tll they fee you.” 
Was it poffible for me to hefitate a mo- 
ment when I knew Mademoifelle to be in 
fo deplorable a ftate, when fhe*had? been 
given to hope for my {peedy return, and M. 
d’Orleans’ believed that the would die if 
ler hopes were difappointed ; when Ma- 
dame d’Orleans continued to refide at the 
diflance of fifty two leagues from her, and 
exprefsly charged M. d’O:leans with the 
carg of doing. every thing hkely to confole 
her mind and reftore hehealth? No one 
could have fuppofed that Madame d’Or- 
leans, after the repeated exprefies thar had 
been fent to her, the minute and alarm- 
ing accounts fhe had recéived, the repre- 
ferscations of a phyfician and the pathetic 
letters of her children, would have been 
able to ftay away from her daughter: but 
Madame de Chatelux doubtlefs {trove to 
perfvade her that the danger ot Mademoi- 
felle was exaggerated. In the mean time 
what could Madame de Chateilux know 
of the’matter? Were aot a father, bro- 
thers, 
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thers, a phyfician, and twenty other wit- 
nefles more worthy of credit? All of thefe 
perfons affirmed that Mademoifelle was in 
a very dangerous ftate, and they had ocular 
Gemorfitrafion. Madame de Chatelux 
conjetiured that Mademonfelle’s illnefs was 
not fo deplorable as was reprefented ; and 
was a conjecture made at the diftance of fifty 
leagues, and by a perfon of Madame de 
Chatelux’s character, to outweigh the po- 
fitive teftimony of thirty irreproachable Wit- 
neffes? In fhort had there been ground for 
fufpicion in this oafe (which mofl affuredly 
there was not), it was ftill an interefting 
concern, and it was eafy to have afcertained 
the truth. A vifit to Belle Chaffe was all 
that was, neceflafy, and Madame d’Oi leans 
would certainly have taken this ftep, had 
fhe confulted only her own heart : her chil- 
dien de not, and.canrot doubt of this with- 
out ingratitude, from the recolle&ion of 
what Madame d’Orleans has done for them, 
from the “moment of their birth to- the 
period of this, fatal divifion. I cannot 
avoid mentioning in this place an inci- 

dent 
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dent which it was not pofible for me to 
record in my Journal, becaufe it happened 
before I began ‘to write my Journal. At 
the time that I entered upon my office at 
Belle Chaffe, Mademoifelle d’Ogleays had 
a twin fifter, whom we had the misfortune 
to lofe. Whis child at the age of four years 
fell ill with the meafles. I had had this dif- 
eafe; Madame d’Orleans had not had it: it 
was natural that I fhould have the care of 
the child ; Madame d’Orleans would never 
confent to ite She fent me to Saint Cloud 
with the reft of her children and fhut her- 
felf up at Belle Chaffe with her little pa- 
tient, caught the meafles, and was in confe- 
quence dangeroufly ill: a generous a¢tion, 
which waseaccompanied with fo much feel- 
ing in its circumftances, and fo much 
modeft and unaffected rectitude, as greatly 
augmented its value. I could cite nu- 
merous other fublime trait$ of the goodnefs 
and fenfibility of Madame d’Orleans; her 
life is full of them, and they argfall engra- 
ven on the hearts of her children, to whom 
it has been my frequem dtlight to relate 

: 5 fuch 
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fuch inftances as have not fallen within 
their own experience*. I will beg leave 
to relate upon this fubject a fa&t unknown 
even to Madame d’Orleans herfelfy and 
which pro¢es that my obiect in praifing her 
was not that of infinuating my laf into fa- 
vour, but to fatisfy a defire, whith I thall 
ever feel, of doing homage to virtue and 
truth. In 1776 I made with Madame 
d’Oileans the tour of Italy. She kept no 
journal of this interefting excurfion, be- 
caufe fhe knew that I wrote 4 minute ac- 
count of it ; anit,was agreed that, upon our 
return to Paris, I fhould lend it her to make 
an extract of it. But at the end of our 
tour, when I came to read what I had wric- 
ten, I found it f full of encomifms on the 
condud&t of Madame d’Orleans, that I was 
afhamed to give it her. She would cer- 
tainly not have fufpected me of {peaking 
* T have recorded fome of them in my works; 
among otheg inflances I may refer tothe hiftory of the 
Soltaires of Normana’y, which has fince been converted 
intoa very agreeable comic opera. See alfo the de- 
dication to my corff&dy entitled The Widow of Sarcjv.2y 

&c, Ke. 
of 


to ber Pupils. 361 


of her with affectation becaufe fhe was to 
read the Journal ; yet it appeared to me fo 
litthesbecoming to fubmit it to her infpection 
that I could nevey refolve to dom. } there- 
fore toldfier that I would fave her the trou- 
ble ofa fitiguing tafk and make the extract 
myfelf, which I did, and gave her an 
abridgment only of the Journal*. This 
delicacy on my part fhe has no knowledge 
of, nor has fhe ever feen the original work ; 
but I have réad i it frequently to her children, 
and have the “manufcripte {fll in my poffef- 
fion bound in three large volumes. 

The public is now competent to judge 
whether I taught juit and good, principles 
to my pupils, whether I mftrited the hatred 
of their mother, whether I deferved to be 
turned out of my office with every mark 
of refentment and difpleafpre, in fine, whe- 
ther I was nght in refuming my connection 
with a young perfon | endowed, with the 
pureft gratitude and fenfibility; and whofe 
attachment for me had been (frengthened 


* In this abridgment her rame was not once men- 
tioned. 


vou, I. R by 
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by all that 1s calculated to infpire fympa- 
thy and affection, in behalf of a viétim of 
njuftice, that ts, of ingratitude and pet/ecu- 
tion. UL de not doubt that this book will 
furnifh frefh matter to my. libelfers : libel 
has for a long tune begn the habitual wea- 
pon of my enemies, a fort of vengeance, 
impotent and mean, that can,neither trou- 
ble my repofe nor wound my reputation. 
‘The juftification into which [I have entered 
3s made up of unqueftionable faéts and iup- 
ported by unobyettionable witneffes: I 
{hall not thérefore condefcend to return any 
anfwer to anonymous calumny, and fhalk 
only hold myfelf ready to refute thofe who 
fall have the courage to attack me onenly. 
Since I have undertaken co lay before 
the public a detail of my conduct, relative 
to the pupils that have been entrufted to 
me, I think it my duty téudd to the ma- 
terials contained in this volume. an extract 
uf my labours, and a brief but faithful re- 
view of the mortificanons and oppofition 
that I experiencee’ from thofe who oughre 
to have co-operated with mé, ag well as of 
my 
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my treatment of them. This is the objec& 
of a fecond volume which is now in the 
prefs and will be publifhed immediately. It 
will contair§—1, Fragments of a, Journal 
intended as a memorandum to myfelf, and. 
which my pupils never faw. 2. Frag- 
ments of the Journal of M. Lebrun, fub- 
governor, inter{perfed with my own re- 
marks, a Journal written with his own hand, 
and undestaken for ml fatisfaction in re- 
lation to the ume that my pupils were ab- 
fént from nife. 3. An gwtract of a Journal 
of the journeys that I made with my pupils, 
and witich k*read to them piecemeal as it 
was written. 4. Some details relative to 
the con®ofiwons I wrotefer the inftruction, 
of my ‘pypils, &c. &e. This volume will 
be “more various and more calculated to 
gratify curiofity than the prefent, aad will 
complete my | (tification : indeed it is im- 
poffible that the two taken together, owing. 
to the novelty of the form, the fingularity 
of the incidents they relate, ¢ pa, T will ven- 
ture éo affirm, the integtity of intention, of 
fentiment and principe on the part of thefr 

author, 
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author, fhould fail to prove an interefting 
work to all thofe whofe eftedin and appro- 
bation are objects of my ambtuon. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 





